
Y6 ‘Help your child at home’ 
and SATs information

October 2025



The Key Stage 2 tests are timetabled for: 

Mon 11th – Thurs 14th May 2026

Date Before morning breaktime After breaktime

Mon 11th Grammar, Punctuation, Spelling Spelling

Tues 12th English Reading

Wed 13th Maths Arithmetic Maths Reasoning

Thurs 14th Maths Reasoning

6 ‘tests’ – all of which take place in the morning.



Important information for parents and tutors

Please avoid downloading previous ‘official’ KS2 SATs papers.
We will use these in class in preparation for the tests – and 
one for the mock test. 



Paper 1 Punctuation and Grammar: 45 minutes,  50 marks

Paper 2 Spelling: 15 minutes, 20 marks

Total: 70 marks

At least 36 for the expected standard, at least 55 for Greater Depth. (2023)

Grammar question types:
Selected response, e.g. ‘Identify the adjectives in the sentence below’
Constructed response, e.g. ‘Correct/complete/rewrite the sentence below,’ or, ‘The sentence below has an 
apostrophe missing. Explain why it needs an apostrophe.’

Monday – Grammar, Spelling and Punctuation







New focus each couple of 
weeks, eg:
-tious
-cious
-tial
-cial

Spelling



20 words from KS2 spelling lists

thorough

monarch

sympathetic

originally

percussion

coarse





1 hour              50 marks available: 3 passages to read, a maximum of 2300 words. 

At least 24/50 marks for the expected standard; 
at least 38/50 for Greater Depth (2023 – but slightly lower than previous years)

2a  give and explain the meaning of words in context                      
2b   retrieve and record information / identify key details 
2c    summarise 
2d    inference with evidence 
2e predicting
2f information which contributes to meaning
2g choice of words
2h comparisons within texts

46 out of 50 
questions on a 
previous paper 
were 2a, 2b, 2d 
type questions.

Tuesday – Reading comprehension



Average of 
2300 

words in 
10 minutes











No writing ‘test’. Teacher assessment submitted by end of June.
• Moderated in school and externally with local schools
• Evidence of transfer of skills from reading and SPaG

To reach the ‘expected standard’, children need to:

✓ Choose and use language for effect

✓ Use correctly punctuated dialogue 

✓Write cohesively in paragraphs

✓ Use verb tenses consistently and correctly 

✓ Use all KS2 punctuation, mostly correctly

✓ Spell most of the words from the Y5/6 list correctly

✓ Use joined neat handwriting

Writing



To meet the Expected Standard in writing, most of these words need to be spelt correctly in 
independent pieces of writing.



Paper 1 (Arithmetic)
Fixed response questions, children give the answer to calculations on squared paper, 
including long multiplication and division.

Papers 2 and 3 (Reasoning)
• Multiple choice
• True or false with reasoning
• Constrained questions, e.g. giving the answer to a calculation, drawing a shape or 

completing a table or chart
• Less constrained questions, children explain their approach for solving a problem

Wednesday and Thursday– Maths 



Paper 1 Arithmetic: 30 minutes, 40 marks

Paper 2 Reasoning : 40 minutes, 35 marks

Paper 3 Reasoning : 40 minutes, 35 marks

At least 56/110 marks for expected standard 

and at least 94/110 for Greater Depth (2023)

Maths Outcome



Arithmetic Paper



Arithmetic Paper



Arithmetic Paper



Handwriting costs marks!



Maths Reasoning Paper











Test results will be published in July with your child’s end of year report:

▪ Raw score (the number of raw marks achieved)

▪ Scaled score (from 80-120, with 100 representing the National Standard)

▪ Confirmation of whether or not they achieved the National Standard in each 
test (AS –expected standard achieved, NS –expected standard not achieved)

Reporting outcomes of the SATS



For a child to achieve the overall expected standard, it is a combined measure across 
reading, writing and maths. The child must have achieved a scaled score of 100 or more in 
reading and mathematics; and be teacher assessed in writing at the Expected Standard.

Greater depth / higher standard in a subject requires the children to understand all the 
objectives and to be confident at applying the objectives at a higher level.

A scaled score of 110 or above is considered the higher standard (greater depth) in that 
particular subject. 

To achieve a higher standard overall, a pupil must have a ‘high scaled score of 110 or more’ in 
reading and mathematics; and have been teacher assessed in writing as ‘working at greater 
depth’ (2 pupils in 2022-23 cohort)

Standards



• Schedule time for homework – get into good habits / routine

• Be patient

• Stay positive and offer encouragement

• Create the right environment

• Kit them out

• Plan treats

• Give them a good start

• Make time for fun / clubs / outdoors

How can I help at home?



Reading:
• Choose quality texts – please see the website for the top 100 books for 9-11 year olds
• Ensure your child reads for 15 minutes each day to build reading stamina, accuracy and speed
• Discuss unfamiliar vocabulary in the text. 
• Talk about the text. Ask questions which require your child to deduce and infer answers (Why…Explain…)

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar
• Use the homework as a guide as to which objectives have been covered that particular week
• Spelling frame for weekly focus
• Revise the year 5 and 6 spelling list in the reading diary (or go back to the Year 3 / 4 objectives)
• IDL for some pupils

Writing
• Have high expectations. Look at the expected standards  
• Check that any writing uses a consistent joined handwriting style 
• Encourage your child to use a dictionary /thesaurus for written tasks
• Ask your child to proof-read work then edit some of it: correct spellings, check punctuation



Mathematics
• Support your child to learn all the times tables thoroughly: TT Rockstars
• In the Spring Term, I will send home practise papers which have been done in school. 

Please support your child with corrections
• Use Mathletics regularly to revisit the concepts already covered 

Growth Mindset for learning!
• Be positive
• Help your child to develop grit and perseverance in order to achieve their best
• Use the language of Growth Mind Set so that your child learns how to approach tricky 

situations with confidence (Can’t do this YET, but…)
• Encourage your child to learn from their mistakes
• Help your child to take responsibility for their learning 



Revision books – the WSA will fund and supply Collins SATs question books for 
Grammar, Reasoning and Reading to use in school and for homework, but CGP are very 
useful at home if you want additional materials 

Materials uploaded to website – grammar expectations, planning

Suggested web links on class webpage
• Mathletics
• Times Tables Rock Stars
• Spelling Frame
• Top 100 recommended reads

S.Daniels 2017

Revision Materials
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