
Y4 Science  

Electricity 
  

appliances 
A device used for a partic-

ular purpose that usually 

runs on electricity. 

circuits 
An pathway that electricity 

can run through. 

conductors 
anything that carries or 

allows the passage of 

heat, electricity, or sound.  

insulators 

a material or device that 

does not conduct electricity 

(does not allow electricity to 

pass through.) 

switches 
a device that opens and 

closes an electrical circuit.  

motor 
a machine that causes 

movement or power.  

 

Links to prior learning and next 

steps: 

• Materials Year 2 

• Changing circuits Year 6 

 

       Key Knowledge 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scientist 

Humphry Davy 

1778 – 1829  

 

 

 

 
 

 

He was the first English 

Scientist to make an 

electric light bulb. 

Key Vocabulary 

 

 

 

 

• We will identify common appliances that run on electricity.  

• We will construct a simple series electrical circuit, identifying 

and naming its basic parts, including cells, wires, bulbs, 

switches and buzzers  

• We will  make predictions about electrical circuits and use 

our results to draw simple conclusions.  

• We will  learn what electrical conductors and insulators are, 

and which materials conduct electricity and which don't.  

• We will  carry out and investigation on conductors and raise 

further questions about them. 

• We will  identify switches and will know what they are used 

for. 


