
 

Reception Curriculum Overview 
 Autumn  Spring Summer 
Communication and 
language 
 

Making friends. 
All about me! 

Rhyming and alliteration. 
Instructions 

Routines 
Listening and responding to stories. 

Visit to Little Lancashire Village 

Retelling stories 
Asking questions 

Rhymes, poems and songs. 
Events – Chinese New year 

 
Theatre company visit - fairytales 

Passions, goals and dreams 
The lives of others 

Stories about the world 
Children describe events in some detail. 

Transition to Year 1 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional 
Development 

Me and My Relationships 
 

Valuing Difference 

Keeping Safe 
 

Rights and Respect 

Being my best 
 

Growing and Changing 

Physical 
Development   
 

Fine Motor 
PE 

Locomotion – walking 
Hands 1 

Fine Motor 
Bikeability 

PE 
Hands 2 

High, Low, Over, Under 

Fine Motor 
PE 

Feet 
Games for Understanding 

Literacy 
  
 

Drawing Club 
Autumn 1 – Mark Making 

Autumn 2 – Verbally segment and blend cvc words. 
Write the initial and middle sounds. 

Phonics 
Autumn 1 - Phase 1 and 2 

Autumn 2 - Phase 2 

Drawing Club 
Write a simple caption that can be read by themselves 

and others. 
Finger spaces between words. 

Start a caption with a capital letter and end with a full 
stop. 

Phonics 
Spring 1 - Phase 2 and 3 

Spring 2 - Phase 3 

Drawing Club 
Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read 

by others. 
Finger spaces between words. 

Start a sentence with a capital letter and end with a 
full stop. 
Phonics 

Summer 1 - Phase 3 
Summer 2 - Phase 3 and 4 

 Mathematics 

 

Subitising 
Cardinality, ordinality, counting 

Composition 
Comparison 

Subitising 
Cardinality, ordinality, counting 

Composition 
Comparison 

Subitising 
Cardinality, ordinality, counting 

Composition 
Comparison 

Understanding 
the World 
  
 

This Is Me! 
Feelings 

Colours in nature 
Our families 

Remembrance day 
Guy Fawkes 

Celebrations – Birthdays. 
Travelling Tuesday – France, India. 

Harvest 
Diwali 

Christmas 

Seasons 
Transport 
Materials 
Bridges 

Fairytale day 
Mother’s day 

Travelling Tuesday – China 
Chinese New Year 

Special stories – The Bible 

Superheroes 
Real life heroes 

Visits from the police. 
Animals 

Travelling Tuesday – Africa 
Inspirational people – Mae Jemison/Jane Goodall 

 
 

Forest school day - exploring the local environment. 
 
 
 



Expressive Art 
and Design 
 

Art 
The Colour Monster 

Rangoli Patterns. 
Harvest wreaths, Poppies 

Pen disco.                                                       
Nature walk – collage 

 
Music 

Listen and respond to music 
Nursery rhymes and action songs 

Playing classroom instruments 
 

Nativity performance-Christmas 

 
 

 

 

Art 
    Drawing - sketchbooks 

Vehicles 
Hot air balloons.                                                

     Winter collages/pictures.                                                        
Spring flowers. 

Nature walk - observational drawings-trees/leaves/flowers. 
 

Music 
Listen and respond to music 

Nursery rhymes and action songs 
Playing classroom instruments 

 
Easter songs – performance. 

 

 

     Art          
Drawing - sketchbooks                                                                 

       Exploring tools 
African Printing 

 
Music 

Listen and appraise music 
Playing classroom instruments and improvising using 

voice 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


