


What is EQUALS Curriculum?
The Equals Curriculum is a specialised educational framework designed 

to support students with special educational needs and disabilities 
(SEND), particularly those with severe learning difficulties (SLD) and 

profound and multiple learning difficulties (PMLD). 

This curriculum provides a more personalised and inclusive approach, 
focusing on developing essential life skills, communication, and 

independence, rather than strictly following traditional academic 
subjects.

The Equals Curriculum is widely used in the UK and internationally, 
recognised for its ability to offer a more individualised and meaningful 

education to students with significant learning needs.



Key Features of the Equals Curriculum:

Personalised Learning

The curriculum is tailored to meet the individual needs, 
abilities, and interests of each student. It emphasizes a 
flexible approach that adapts to the pace and progress 

of the learner.



Key Features of the Equals Curriculum:

Life Skills Focus

Unlike traditional curriculums that prioritise academic 
achievement, the Equals Curriculum focuses on equipping 

students with practical life skills. 

This includes communication, social interaction, self-care, and 
vocational skills that are critical for their independence and 

well-being.



Key Features of the Equals Curriculum:

Holistic Approach

The curriculum is designed to address the whole person, 
including their physical, emotional, social, and cognitive 
development. It often integrates activities like sensory 
experiences, physical education, and creative arts to 

support this holistic growth.



Key Features of the Equals Curriculum:

Inclusive Education

The Equals Curriculum is used in a variety of educational 
settings, including special schools, mainstream schools with 

SEND provisions, and other alternative education 
environments. It aims to promote inclusivity by ensuring that 
all students, regardless of their abilities, receive a meaningful 

and relevant education.



Key Features of the Equals Curriculum:

Collaborative Development

The curriculum encourages collaboration between 
teachers, therapists, parents, and caregivers to create a 

supportive learning environment. This teamwork ensures 
that the educational program is aligned with the student’s 

needs and goals



EQUALS Curriculum @ The Treehouse

• The Treehouse will have 4 classes:
• Ash Class
• Birch Class
• Larch Class
• Elm Class

Each class will follow a particular pathway with the EQUALS 
Curriculum – children will follow a particular pathway 

based on stage of development, rather than age. 



• Ash Class - Informal curriculum
• Birch Class - Semi formal curriculum
• Larch Class – Semi formal + curriculum
• Elm Class – Formal curriculum

All classes will cover the same theme, though depending on 
the stage of the learner, outcome will be different

EQUALS Curriculum @ The Treehouse



EQUALS Curriculum Overview



EQUALS Curriculum @ The Treehouse

Informal 
Curriculum 

Wheel



EQUALS Curriculum @ The Treehouse

Semi-Formal 
Curriculum 

Wheel



EQUALS Curriculum @ The Treehouse

Formal 
Curriculum 

Wheel



Curriculum @ The Treehouse

• Treehouse will still follow R.W.I for phonics – adapted to suit 
individual learners/ groups

• Treehouse will also use White Rose Maths to inform planning and will 
be incorporated within the Equals Curriculum

• Treehouse will also make use of Curriculum Maestro where deemed 
appropriate – adapted to suit learners needs and abilities 



Curriculum @ The Treehouse






