What does all of this mean? Grammar explained.

	Name
	What does it mean?
	Example

	Noun
	Naming words
	Mr. Smith, table, tree

	Common noun
	Naming words without a capital letter
	dog, book, pencil

	Proper noun
	Naming words with a capital letter
	England, London, Jungle Book

	Collective noun
	Naming words for a group or collection of things
	flock, herd, army, swarm

	Abstract noun
	Naming feelings, qualities or times
	happiness, bravery, morning 

	Pronoun
	Takes the place of a noun
	he, she, they, it

	Adjectives
	Describing words
	huge, beautiful

	Comparative adjectives
	Adjectives that compare two nouns
	Darker, heavier, braver

	Superlative adjectives 
	Adjectives that compare three or more nouns
	Darkest, heaviest, bravest

	Noun phrases
	Groups of words which describe the noun
	The twinkling, bright star 

	Verb
	Action or doing words which vary depending on tense
	I walk, I am walking, I walked, I had walked, I shall walk

	Past Progressive Verb
	Ongoing action
	I was sitting in a taxi when…

I was reading my book and…

	Present Perfect Verb
	An action took place at an unspecified time
	I have seen that movie twenty times.

There have been…
People have travelled…

	Past Perfect Verb
	An action occurred before another one in the past
	I had never seen such a beautiful…
I had learned English before I moved to…

	Modal Verb
	Expresses necessity or possibility
	Must, shall, will, should, ought, could, may, might

	Subjunctive Verb
	A mood – used to express a state of unreality
	If I were…

	Adverbs
	Tell us how, when or why something is done
	He ran quickly. She arrived late.

	Adverbial phrase
	A group of words without a proper verb, used to describe how, when or where something is done
	Before the sunset,…

…, early one morning.

	Adverb clauses
	Contains a proper verb and describes how, when or where something happens
	The boy fell because the branch broke.

	Conjunctions
	Words used to connect clauses within a sentence
	

	Co-ordinating conjunctions
	Connect words, phrases or clauses
	For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So

	Sub-ordinating conjucntions
	
	E.g. after, because, even though, if, since, until, when, while

	Connectives
	Words or phrases that link clauses or sentences
	Although we had plenty to eat,…
I was angry, however…

	Prefixes
	Added to the front of words to change them
	Un-, dis-, mis-, re-

	Suffixes
	Added to the end of words to change them
	-ing, -er, -ment, -ful

	Prepositions
	Show how something is positioned in relation to something else
	in, behind, after, alongside…

	Contractions
	Shortened forms of words where apostrophes indicate missing letters
	Don’t, can’t, shouldn’t…

	
	
	

	Articles
	‘a’ or ‘an’ (indefinite) or ‘the’ (definite)
	

	Subject and object
	Subject – who/what the sentence is about and the object is having something done to it
	The cat (S) drinks the milk (O)

	Phrase
	A group of words /part of a sentence
	…scampered away

	Clause
	A group of words with a subject and verb
	The dog scampered away

	Main clause
	Must contain a proper verb and be a sentence on its own
	The music was playing, as I left the room.

	Subordinating clause
	Must be connected to a main clause in order to make a sentence
	The music was playing, as I left the room.

	Relative clause
	Joins two sentences, providing more information
	I bought a car that is very fast.
The girl, who was twelve, lived in Manchester.

	Active 
	When the subject of the sentence does the action
	The boy kicked the ball

	Passive
	When the subject of the sentence has something done to it
	The ball was kicked by the boy

	Exclamation
	A sudden cry or remark expressing surprise, strong emotion or pain. Use with ‘How’ or ‘What’
	How amazing! What a surprise!

	Dash
	Marks a pause or break in sense
	The boy – the one shouting – was now sitting quietly.

	Semi-colon
	Indicates a pause, usually between two main clause, that is more pronounced that indicated by a comma
	The man was going bald; his hair was falling out.

	Parenthesis
	An explanation / afterthought, where the sentence would make sense without it
	Brackets, dashes or commas.


