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Intent (Our Aims)
At Irlam Primary School, we believe that learning a modern foreign language provides children with a broader understanding of the world and fosters respect for different cultures. As many of our pupils have limited exposure to other languages within the local community, it is essential that we provide meaningful opportunities to explore both language and culture within school.
Through the teaching of French, we aim to develop pupils who are curious, respectful and inclusive global citizens. Learning French enables children to appreciate cultural diversity while also reflecting on their own identity. It supports our school values of Respect, Achieve and Aspire, encouraging pupils to communicate confidently and engage with the wider world.
French has been selected due to its rich cultural and historical significance, as well as strong links with our feeder high school. Our curriculum, supported by the Language Angels programme, develops skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing. Pupils build a foundation in language learning and gain an understanding of grammar that supports future language acquisition.

Implementation (How We Teach)
French is taught across the school in a progressive and engaging way:
· In EYFS and KS1, children are introduced to basic French through songs, greetings, colours and simple vocabulary. Opportunities are provided through play, stories and exposure to bilingual texts.
· In KS2, French is taught using the Language Angels scheme on a half-termly basis, ensuring progression in skills and knowledge.
· Lessons include a variety of interactive approaches such as songs, rhymes, games, stories and videos to support speaking and listening.
· Reading and writing skills are developed through structured activities, including sentence building, use of bilingual dictionaries, and creating written work such as posters and booklets.
· Grammar is taught progressively to support accurate language use.
· A whole-school French Day provides immersive cultural experiences from EYFS to Year 6.
· Pupils benefit from links with our feeder high school, supporting transition and raising aspirations.
· A range of resources, including bilingual books and practical equipment, enhances engagement.
· As part of ongoing development, opportunities to embed language learning more regularly across the curriculum are being explored.
Teachers are supported to follow the scheme while adapting lessons to meet the needs of their pupils.

Impact (How We Measure Success)
The impact of our French curriculum is seen in pupils who:
· Demonstrate increasing confidence in speaking, listening, reading and writing in French
· Show curiosity and enthusiasm for language learning
· Develop an understanding and appreciation of different cultures
· Make clear progress across Key Stage 2
Assessment is built into each unit through end-of-unit tasks, alongside ongoing formative assessment. Progress is tracked using the school’s assessment system, and regular monitoring ensures consistency and progression.
The MFL subject leader monitors teaching and learning through lesson visits, pupil voice and staff feedback. Retrieval practice (RRR questioning) is used to revisit prior learning and strengthen long-term memory.

Inclusion and Equity
At Irlam Primary School, we are committed to ensuring that all pupils have equal access to high-quality language learning.
· Lessons are adapted to meet the needs of all learners, including those with SEND
· A range of teaching strategies and resources are used to support different learning styles
· All pupils are encouraged to participate, communicate and succeed regardless of starting point
· Cultural diversity is celebrated and embedded within the curriculum
· Language learning promotes respect, tolerance and inclusion
We aim to create an environment where every child feels confident and valued as a language learner.
Assessment
Assessment in French is both formative and summative:
· Ongoing assessment through questioning, observation and class activities
· End-of-unit assessments to evaluate progress in all four key skills
· Use of the school’s tracking system to monitor attainment and identify gaps
· Retrieval (RRR) questioning to support retention and deepen understanding
Assessment information is used to inform teaching, provide feedback to pupils and ensure progression across year groups.

National Curriculum Aims
The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils:
· Understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources
· Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity
· Write for different purposes using a range of grammatical structures
· Develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied
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