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Intent 
At Irlam Primary School it is our intention through the teaching of Design & Technology to provide opportunities for our children to develop their capability. By combining the teaching of design and making skills with knowledge and understanding, the children will learn to create quality products. We will encourage our children to make decisions for themselves when designing, working practical to make products and when evaluating. We will teach our children the crucial life skill of cooking to enable them to feed themselves healthily both now and in later life. We will encourage our children to enjoy creating products they can see, touch, and hear as well as smell and taste.  We believe our children should feel proud of their decisions as well as their products. We feel that Design & Technology brings learning to life by providing a motivating context for discovering English, Maths, Science, Art, Geography, History, PSHE and ICT. Through Design & Technology we aim to provide a firm basis for later learning.

Implementation 

The national curriculum for science aims to ensure that all pupils:
develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to perform everyday tasks confidently and to participate successfully in increasing technological world
build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to design and make high-quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users
critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of others
understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to cook.

Design & Technology is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. Our school adapts the Twinkl plan-it as the basis for its curriculum planning in Design & Technology. We plan the activities in Design & Technology so that they build upon the prior learning of the children.  We give children of all abilities the opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding and we also build planned progression into the scheme of work, so that the children are increasingly challenged as they move through the school. 
We aim to ensure that all children to:
· develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to perform everyday tasks confidently and to participate successfully in increasing technological world
· build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to design and make high-quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users
· critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of others
· understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to cook.

Design & Technology is sometimes planned as part of our cross curricular topics. 
    
 
Design & Technology in EYFS 

In Early Years, Design & Technology is embedded across the whole curriculum. We encourage the development of the skills, knowledge and understanding that help EYFS children make sense of their world as an integral part of the school’s work. These early experiences include asking questions about how things work, investigating and using a variety of construction kits, materials, tools and products, developing making skills, fine motor skills and handling tools and construction material safely and with increasing control.  
We provide a range of kinaesthetic, visual and auditory experiences that encourage exploration, observation, problem solving, critical thinking and discussion. These activities, indoors and outdoors, ensure the children’s interest, curiosity and enjoyment. 
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Impact 
Design & Technology is a highly valued and enjoyable subject across the school, loved by both teachers and children. Teachers hold consistently high expectations, and children produce high‑quality work presented through a wide range of media and formats.
Children confidently use accurate and age‑appropriate technical vocabulary, demonstrating their ability to know, apply, and understand the key concepts, skills, and processes outlined in the curriculum. Their enquiry skills are strengthened as they develop greater curiosity about the world around them and gain a deeper understanding of the impact Design & Technology has on everyday life, society, and the environment.
Children speak confidently about their learning and can analyse and evaluate their own work as well as the work of others. They express informed opinions using clear criteria and show growing competence in resilience and perseverance—continually improving their ideas, designs, and practical outcomes through iterative evaluation.
Overall, children develop into reflective, independent, and creative designers who can articulate their skills, explain their thinking, and understand the real‑world significance of Design & Technology.


