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What is Art & Design?

Art and design stimulates creativity and imagination.  It provides visual, tactile and sensory experiences. It is also a unique way to understand and respond to the world and to communicate with others.  Pupils learn about the place and role of art, craft and design in life today as well as in different times and cultures.

Aims for Art & Design

For children, including those with specific learning differences, to:

· Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences.
· Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture, and other art, craft and design techniques.

· Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design.

· Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms.

Teaching and Learning Styles

At Irlam Primary School, we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in Art & Design, taking into account the Dyslexia Friendly approach and guidance.  Our main aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in Art & Design.  We ensure that the children apply their knowledge and understanding when developing ideas, planning, producing and evaluating their work.  We do this through a mixture of whole-class teaching, group work and individual activities.  Within lessons, we give children the opportunity to work with others collaboratively and on their own, to listen to each other’s ideas and treat each idea with respect.  Children have the opportunity to use a wide range of materials and resources, including ICT.

We recognise the fact that there are children of differing abilities and provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child.  We achieve this through a range of strategies:

· Setting common tasks that are open-ended and can have a variety of results.

· Setting tasks of increasing difficulty where not all children complete all tasks.

· Grouping children by ability and setting different tasks for each group.

· Providing a range of challenges through the provision of different resources.

· Using additional adults to support the work of individual children or small groups.

Art provision

Key Stage 1 – taught through topic based lessons pupils should demonstrate that they can:

· Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products.
· Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination.

· Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space.

· Be aware of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the difference and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.

 Key Stage 2 – taught through topic based lessons pupils should demonstrate that they can:

· Create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas.
· To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials.
· They will become more aware of great artists, architects and designers in history.

Foundation Stage

· We teach Art & Design in the Early Years (Nursery / Reception) as an integral part of topic work covered throughout the year.  As the Nursery and Reception are part of the Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, we relate the Art & Design aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goal (ELGs), which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five.  Art & Design makes a significant contribution to the ELGs objectives of developing a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world through different activities.

The contribution of Art & Design to the teaching of other curriculum areas.

Literacy

· Art & Design contributes to the teaching of Literacy in our school by providing valuable opportunities to reinforce what children have been doing in their Literacy lessons.  Speaking and listening skills are employed which enable the children to develop an understanding that people have different views about Art & Design.  The evaluation of their work and the work of others allows children to articulate their ideas and to compare and contrast their views with the views of others.  Through discussion, children can learn to justify their own views and clarify their ideas.  The children are encouraged to use their reading skills to carry out research using the internet and books and their writing skills are used to record the information they find.

Numeracy

· Art & Design contributes to the development of Numeracy in our school by providing valuable opportunities to apply what children have been doing in their Numeracy lessons.  Children have opportunities to study, copy and draw their own patterns.

Information and Communication Technology (ICT)

· ICT is used to support Art & Design where appropriate.  Children use a variety of different draw and paint software to explore and produce work using patterns, shape and colour.  CD-ROMS and the internet are used to research artists and styles and to access images of art works. Children use digital cameras to record observations and images which can be used as a starting point for their work

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) and Citizenship

· Art & Design contributes to the teaching of PSHE by encouraging the children to develop a sense of responsibility in following safe procedures when using tools, equipment and materials. Their work encourages them to be responsible and to meet deadlines.  Children are able to develop an understanding that people have different views about art and design.

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development

· The teaching of Art & Design offers opportunities to support the social development of our children through the way we expect them to work with each other in lessons.  Children are given opportunities to work together and the chance to discuss their ideas and feelings about their work and the work of others.  Through their group work, the children develop respect for the abilities of others and a better understanding of themselves.  They develop a cultural awareness and understanding, and learn to appreciate the value of differences and similarities.  Through a variety of experiences, they learn to appreciate that all people are equally important regardless of their culture.

Special Educational Needs

· At our school, we teach Art & Design to all children, whatever their ability.  Art & Design forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our Art & Design teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress.  We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs.  We use a variety of teaching and learning styles, taking into account the Dyslexia Friendly approach and guidance. Assessment against the National Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against expected levels.

· When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special educational needs or a specific learning difference.  Our assessment process looks at a range of factors (classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching style and differentiation), so that we can take some additional or different action to enable the child to learn more effectively.  This ensures that our teaching is matched to the child’s needs.

· Intervention through School Action and School Action Plus will lead to the creation of an Individual Action Plan (IEP) for children with special educational needs.   The IEP may include, as appropriate, specific targets related to Art & Design.

· We enable children to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning Art & Design.  Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, for example, a visit to an art gallery, we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils.

· As Art & Design is a means of communication not bound by written or spoken language, this enables all pupils to develop self-expression skills.  Art can help to develop positive attitudes in pupils, not only to themselves but also to other people.

Assessment & Recording

· Assessment is an ongoing process using the new Insight assessment programme.  Teachers assess children’s Art & Design work by observing them working during the lesson and recording their progress via classroom monitor. At the end of the school year, teachers will make an annual assessment of the progress for each child as part of the annual report to parents. 

Resources

· Our school has a wide range of resources to support the teaching of Art & Design across the whole school.  Classrooms are equipped with a range of basic materials, with the more specialist equipment being kept in the infant and junior stockrooms.

Monitoring and Reviewing

· The Art & Design subject leader has the responsibility of monitoring the standards of children’s work.  The Art & Design subject leader is also responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of Art & Design, for being informed about current developments in the subject and for providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school.  The Art & Design subject leader has specially allocated time for carrying out the vital task of reviewing samples of the children’s work and for visiting classes to observe teaching in the subject.
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