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1. Rationale and Statutory Context
Music is a statutory subject forming part of a broad and balanced curriculum. At Irlam Primary, music is taught in line with the 2014 National Curriculum and informed by the Model Music Curriculum.
Music contributes to pupils’ creative, cultural and personal development. It fosters confidence, collaboration, listening skills and self-expression. We aim to ensure that all pupils experience a high-quality and inclusive music education that develops both musical skill and enjoyment.
Music provision at Irlam includes curriculum music, co-curricular opportunities and wider musical experiences, supported by partnerships such as MAPAS (Music and Performing Arts in Salford).
2. Intent
At Irlam Primary, our Music curriculum is designed to:
· Deliver full National Curriculum coverage
· Develop secure musical knowledge and understanding over time
· Provide balanced experiences of listening, performing, improvising and composing
· Enable pupils to think and respond as musicians
· Foster enjoyment, creativity and confidence
Our curriculum follows a hybrid model:
· Units are delivered primarily through the Charanga scheme (with ongoing review and development).
· Progression is structured through the teaching of key musical elements, increasing in complexity across year groups.
These elements include:
· Pulse and beat
· Rhythm
· Pitch
· Tempo and dynamics
· Structure
· Timbre
· Notation (age appropriate)
· Composition and improvisation
No single element dominates provision. Lessons are structured to ensure balance, so that singing, instrumental work, listening and creative work are all regularly developed.
Music at Irlam Primary is inclusive by design. It is structured to support non-specialist teachers while maintaining high expectations for pupils.
3. Implementation
Curriculum Structure
· In EYFS, music is embedded within Understanding the World and Expressive Arts & Design, with a strong focus on singing, rhythm and musical play.
· In KS1, music is taught weekly.
· In KS2, music is taught in alternating weekly lessons, alongside a weekly singing assembly.
· Year 4 pupils receive weekly whole-class instrumental tuition through MAPAS.
Music lessons are delivered primarily through Charanga, supported by Sparkyard and Out of the Ark where appropriate. Trialling of new materials may take place to ensure quality and progression.
Lessons are planned to ensure that over time pupils experience:
· Listening and appraising music from a range of periods, styles and cultures
· Singing with increasing pitch accuracy and vocal control
· Playing tuned and untuned instruments
· Reading and responding to notation (progressively in KS2)
· Improvising and composing with increasing independence
Balance is a key principle.
Live Music and Performance Experiences
Pupils have regular opportunities to experience and participate in live music. This includes:
· Singing alongside professional musicians through the Young Voices concert experience
· Performing with visiting bands and musicians
· Listening to live instrumental performances from MAPAS and community groups
· Participating in school productions and concerts
These experiences strengthen musical understanding, performance confidence and cultural awareness.
Musical Knowledge and Progression
Progression is secured through:
· Increasing technical control in performance
· Developing understanding of musical vocabulary
· Expanding compositional techniques
· Deepening listening and appraisal skills
· Gradual introduction and use of notation in KS2
Musical knowledge is built cumulatively rather than through isolated activities.
Music Technology
Music technology is an identified area for development. Charanga’s digital tools are used to support composition and improvisation, particularly in KS2. Access to Chromebooks supports this progression.
Development in this area will continue to be reviewed and strengthened.
Inclusion
Music lessons are accessible to all pupils through adaptive teaching.
Support may include:
· Visual modelling
· Repetition and rehearsal
· Makaton signing
· Simplified notation
· Practical and verbal responses
Performance, discussion and practical engagement are valid forms of musical evidence.
All pupils are entitled to participate fully in curriculum music.
4. Impact
The impact of Music at Irlam Primary is seen in pupils who:
· Perform with growing confidence
· Maintain pulse and rhythm accurately
· Sing with increasing pitch control
· Use musical vocabulary appropriately
· Listen critically and express musical opinions
· Compose and improvise with increasing independence
· Demonstrate enjoyment and engagement
Impact is also evident through participation in concerts, assemblies, productions and community events.
Pupils leave Key Stage 2 with secure foundational musical understanding and the confidence to engage in further musical opportunities.
5. Assessment
Assessment in Music aligns fully with the school’s Assessment and Feedback Policy.
Assessment is:
· Primarily formative
· Responsive and embedded within teaching
· Based on observation, discussion and practical outcomes
Teachers assess pupils through:
· Performance
· Composition tasks
· Listening responses
· Questioning and retrieval
Insight is used to record professional judgement where appropriate.
There is no expectation of excessive written recording.
6. Subject Leadership
The Music Lead:
· Ensures National Curriculum coverage
· Oversees progression across year groups
· Supports non-specialist staff
· Monitors balance across musical elements
· Reviews assessment evidence
· Develops provision in music technology
· Maintains strong links with MAPAS and external partners
Music is aligned with whole-school curriculum and assessment principles.
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