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1. Rationale and Statutory Context
History is a statutory subject forming part of a broad and balanced curriculum. At Irlam Primary, the History curriculum is designed to fulfil the requirements of the 2014 National Curriculum, ensuring full coverage of British, local and world history.
History supports pupils in developing an understanding of change over time, the complexity of societies and the influence of significant individuals and events. Pupils are encouraged to explore the past within its historical context, recognising that values, decisions and beliefs were shaped by the time in which people lived. This promotes thoughtful engagement without diminishing curiosity or fascination with the subject.
2. Intent
At Irlam Primary, our History curriculum is structured to:
· Deliver full National Curriculum coverage
· Develop increasingly secure chronological understanding
· Embed historical enquiry as a core method of learning
· Promote curiosity, engagement and analytical thinking
· Enable pupils to think and work as historians
The curriculum balances:
· Knowledge of significant events, people and periods
· Chronological understanding
· Interpretation and use of evidence
· Structured enquiry through carefully designed questions
Chronology is increasingly positioned as the organising framework of the curriculum. As the revised sequence becomes fully embedded, pupils will develop a clear chronological understanding of British history from the Stone Age through to the modern era by the end of Key Stage 2.
Key ideas such as power, conflict, migration and societal change are revisited across year groups to strengthen understanding over time.
3. Implementation
History is taught weekly during designated half terms across the academic year.
Curriculum Structure
The curriculum is sequenced to ensure:
· Progressive chronological development
· Clear links between prior and new learning
· Alignment with National Curriculum Programmes of Study
· Inclusion of relevant local history where appropriate
Each unit begins with chronological placement using timelines so pupils understand where their learning sits within the wider historical narrative.
Enquiry Approach
Learning is driven by historical enquiry. Pupils:
· Ask and answer historically valid questions
· Examine a range of sources and evidence
· Compare interpretations
· Construct informed responses
Teaching supports pupils to understand how historical knowledge is constructed and how interpretations may differ.
Retrieval and Memory
In Key Stage 2, RRR (Revisit, Recap, Remember) is used as a consistent retrieval strategy to strengthen long-term retention of key knowledge.
In Key Stage 1, retrieval is supported through discussion, floor books and revisiting prior learning.
Retrieval is purposeful and proportionate and does not require excessive written recording.
EYFS Foundations
In EYFS, historical understanding is developed through Understanding the World. Children build foundations in:
· Chronological awareness
· Sequencing and narrative
· Personal history
· Awareness of roles and communities
This ensures readiness for formal History learning in Key Stage 1.
Inclusion
History lessons are accessible to all pupils through adaptive teaching. Support may include:
· Visual scaffolds
· Concrete resources
· Discussion and scribing
· Role play and sequencing activities
All pupils are entitled to access the full History curriculum.
4. Impact
The impact of History at Irlam Primary is seen in pupils who:
· Demonstrate developing chronological understanding
· Recall and apply key knowledge appropriately
· Use historical vocabulary accurately
· Ask perceptive questions
· Analyse evidence with increasing confidence
· Understand that interpretations of the past may differ
Pupils leave Key Stage 2 with a secure understanding of key periods in British history and a developing awareness of world history, alongside the skills to approach learning as historians.
5. Assessment
Assessment in History is formative and proportionate.
Teachers:
· Assess knowledge and understanding through discussion, written outcomes and enquiry tasks
· Use Insight objectives to record end-of-unit judgements
· Monitor progression in chronology, interpretation and enquiry
Assessment aligns with the school’s wider Assessment and Feedback policy.
Monitoring includes:
· Book looks
· Pupil voice
· Review of retrieval effectiveness
· Evaluation of chronological progression
6. Subject Leadership
The History Lead:
· Ensures National Curriculum coverage
· Oversees chronological progression
· Supports staff subject knowledge
· Monitors implementation of retrieval strategies
· Guides the embedding of the revised sequence
History aligns with whole-school curriculum and assessment principles.
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