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Religious Education Policy 2026-27
Rationale and Statutory Context
Religious Education (RE) is a statutory subject and forms part of a broad and balanced curriculum. At Irlam Primary, RE is taught weekly in all year groups in accordance with the Manchester, Salford, Stockport, Tameside and Trafford Agreed Syllabus (2022–2027).
RE at Irlam Primary is academically rigorous and inclusive. It enables pupils to explore significant human questions about belief, identity, meaning and morality, while promoting understanding, respect and community cohesion.
RE does not seek to promote any single religious viewpoint. It is taught in a pluralistic and balanced manner, recognising the diversity of religious and non-religious worldviews represented within our school community and modern Britain.
Intent
At Irlam Primary, Religious Education is designed to:
· Develop secure knowledge of Christianity and other principal religions represented in Great Britain
· Introduce and explore non-religious worldviews, including Humanism
· Promote religious literacy through accurate subject vocabulary
· Engage pupils in structured enquiry into significant human questions
· Strengthen understanding of diversity within and between religious communities
· Contribute meaningfully to community cohesion in contemporary society
Our curriculum balances knowledge acquisition with enquiry. Pupils learn about lived faith experiences as well as core beliefs and practices. They are supported to:
· Describe and explain religious beliefs and practices
· Make links between belief and behaviour
· Express reasoned personal responses
· Disagree respectfully
· Recognise diversity within traditions
RE contributes directly to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and supports their understanding of British Values in a thoughtful and integrated way.
Implementation
RE is taught weekly in every year group.
The curriculum follows the structure of the Agreed Syllabus, ensuring coherence and progression across the strands of believing, expressing and living. Christianity is studied at each key stage, alongside other principal religions in line with statutory requirements. Non-religious worldviews are explicitly included.
Teaching balances:
· Secure knowledge acquisition
· Structured enquiry
· Discussion and reflection
· Engagement with lived faith perspectives
Knowledge Mats support vocabulary development and retrieval. High-quality resources, including NATRE subscription materials, support accurate and diverse representation.
Teachers model respectful dialogue and encourage pupils to engage thoughtfully with differing perspectives.
Progression in Key Celebrations
Christmas is embedded progressively across year groups, enabling pupils to deepen understanding of its theological, historical and cultural significance over time.
Easter progression is being further developed to ensure clear sequencing of knowledge, building from early encounters with the events of Holy Week to deeper exploration of themes such as sacrifice, salvation and resurrection in upper key stages.
This structured approach ensures that major Christian celebrations are revisited with increasing depth and complexity.
Impact
The impact of RE at Irlam Primary is seen in pupils who:
· Demonstrate secure knowledge of key beliefs and practices
· Use subject-specific vocabulary accurately
· Make thoughtful links between belief and lived experience
· Engage respectfully in discussion
· Show awareness of diversity within and between traditions
· Articulate personal responses with increasing maturity
RE contributes to a culture of inclusion, respect and community cohesion across the school.
Assessment
Assessment in RE is formative and proportionate.
Teachers:
· Assess understanding through discussion, retrieval and written outcomes
· Use Insight objectives to record end-of-unit judgements
· Focus on secure conceptual understanding rather than volume of written evidence
Assessment aligns with the school’s wider Assessment and Feedback policy. It informs planning while maintaining manageable workload expectations.
Monitoring includes book looks, pupil voice, learning walks and review of Insight data to ensure progression and consistency.
Subject Leadership
The RE Lead:
· Ensures delivery in line with the Agreed Syllabus
· Monitors weekly teaching expectations
· Reviews curriculum progression and assessment data
· Supports staff subject knowledge
· Continues to strengthen progression in key thematic areas
RE is positioned alongside other foundation subjects and aligns with whole-school curriculum and assessment principles.
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