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At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary, our Learning Outside the Classroom approach is an inspirational process that provides pupils with regular opportunities to achieve and grow in confidence and self-esteem through hands-on experiences in a natural, outdoor environment. Rooted in our Catholic mission, this approach reflects our commitment to caring for God’s creation and living out Gospel values in all we do.
Our Learning Outside the Classroom curriculum aims to:
· Build resilient, determined, and independent learners
· Support children’s personal, social, and emotional development
· Encourage creativity and imaginative thinking
· Develop understanding of risk management and the benefits of taking appropriate risks
· Foster respect for the natural environment and wildlife as part of our role as stewards of God’s creation
· Transform negative behaviours into positive ones, guided by Gospel values of forgiveness and growth
· Allow children to experience the joy of simply being children, celebrating the wonder of God’s world
Our provision is rooted in Forest School principals, a globally recognised approach that promotes holistic learning. Its child-led nature and emphasis on social development engage pupils in ways that are difficult to replicate in a traditional classroom setting. This creates unique opportunities for learning and growth that may not occur during everyday schooling. At St Joseph’s, we value and celebrate the individuality of every child and adapt our approach to meet their diverse learning styles and needs, always encouraging them to grow together in God’s love. Whilst echoing our Mission Statement of “We are a family of Faith, Hope, Love and Learning for all.”
Implementation
Supported by our dedicated staff and local outdoor resources, we deliver a tailored, experience-based offer that inspires and nurtures each child. Our committed team identifies opportunities based on pupils’ interests, skills, and stages of development. Learning Outside the Classroom also complements and enhances other areas of the curriculum, helping children to see God’s presence in all aspects of life.
Impact
Through this approach, pupil engagement, social interaction, and wider interests improve significantly. This has a positive effect on their overall development and strengthens their ability to access the full curriculum and participate fully in our school community, growing as responsible citizens and faithful stewards of creation.
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