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THE Wednesday

GOSPEL

Dear Parents and Carers,

In this Sunday’s Gospel, we return to the beginning of
Jesus’ mission. The humble withess of John the Baptist

gave people a sense that something exciting was about

to happen.

John the Baptist is one of the best known saints. He never
pushed himself forward. He encouraged his own followers
to leave him and become followers of Jesus. His life
(and death) withessed to the truth about Jesus and, because

of him, many people came to know and follow Jesus.
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Our schools and parishes are founded in the name
of Jesus and they continue to share Jesus’ message,
giving witness to God’s love for all people.

Today, we too can be great witnesses. Enjoy spending
a special time fogether exploring this Sunday's Gospel
and this Wednesday's word, which is WITNESS.
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“Example makes a much greater impression on the
mind and heart than just words.” st John Baptist de la Salle
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Seeing Jesus coming fowards him,

John said, “Look, there is the lamb

of God that takes away the sin of

the world. This is the one | spoke

of when | said, ‘A man is coming

after me who ranks before me
because he existed before me.’ | did not know
him myself, and yet it was to reveal him to
Israel that | came baptising with water.” John
also declared, "I saw the Spirit coming down
on him from heaven like a dove and resting on
him. | did not know him myself, but he who
sent me to baptise with water had said to me,
‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come
down and rest is the one who is going to
baptise with the Holy Spirit.’ Yes, I have seen
and | am the witness that he is the Chosen
One of God.”

Adapted from John 1:29-34
The 2 Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year A

Getting to know Jesus makes life joyful.
Learn more about this Sunday’s Gospel in your
local Parish Church: all are very warmly invited.

John the Baptist gave witness to what Jesus did and who Jesus really was. Now we

too are called to be God's witnesses through living our lives the way Jesus shows us.
Everywhere we go we can give witness to God’s love - spreading joy and peace.

Artwork © The Wednesday Word. Imprimatur: + Marcus Stock, Bishop of Leeds. © Copyright 2026 The Wednesday Word Ltd. A Registered Charity in England and Wales No. 1125628 and a Company Limited by Guarantee No.06608122

SPREAD THE WORD and bring GOOD NEWS to your friends by sharing THE WEDNESDAY WORD [ (9)(f) X) © 1=



0

READ & REFLECT! Listen & Learn with Jesus, the Word!

John the Baptist saw Jesus coming towards him and said, “Look, there is the lamb of God!
He is the one who will take away the sin of the world. When I baptised him, | saw the Spirit come
down on him from heaven like a dove. God had said to me, ‘One day, when you are baptising
with water, you will see the Spirit come down and rest upon a certain man. He will be the one
who will baptise people with the Holy Spirit.”” Then John said, "I saw this happen and | am the
witness that Jesus is God's Chosen One.” Sunday Gospel Gallery

What did John the Baptist say that he was the witness to? Look at this Sunday’s Gospel
picture. What can You see? |

Which word or words stood out for you in this Sunday’s Gospel, and why? Spend a few [zlllRe RV IR ZrT RV Ve oo
relaxing moments pondering the picture together. Share any thoughts before moving on. it make you think about?

“People today listen more willingly to witnesses than to teachers,
and if they do listen fo teachers, it is because they are witnesses.”
Pope Paul VI (Evangelii Nuntiandi)

Ask your child what the word ‘witness’ means to them. Which well- Through our words and especially through our actions, we can be God's
known people or saints does your child know who have been great witnesses, through living our lives the way Jesus shows us. Choose a

witnesses for Jesus (e.g. Mary his mother, St Joseph, St Teresa special way to be God's withesses - sharing and showing love to everyone

of Calcutta, St David, St Patrick)? Who does your child know to be you meet this week. Perhaps you can: be kind and loving in your simple
a great witness today (e.g. our present Pope - Francis, a family everyday words and actions; pray for help to be a good withess;
member, a priest, a teacher, a friend)? Who has recently brought the tell others about the hope, goodness and peace that Jesus can
message of Jesus fo your child at home, at school or in the parish? bring into their lives; be fair and generous with everyone you meet.

so that others will come fo know the joy of knowing you. Amen.
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Dear Lord Jesus, please help vs to be your witnesses by ovur Jove, >k r
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Cross out the letters B d € in the jumbled words below to find  real words. E
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“, ______ this happen and | am the __ " _s
ey is God’s One.” E

Within the Catholic Church, this Sunday (18" Januvary 2026) S— e
is known as Peace Sunday. This special day reminds us of WD UG AL
the need to be witnesses to peace around our world.
Find out more at paxchristi.org.uk

Write a promise & diraw a big smile on Smiley
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