
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Subject Leaders: John Frankland 

Rode Heath Primary School 

EYFS Communication and Language Expectations 



 

Rode Heath Primary School – Early Years Foundation Stage – Communication & Language 

Intent 

Our children leave Reception as confident communicators who understand importance of listening and can follow complex instructions.  They are developing 

a rich vocabulary, which they use to communicate their needs, wants, interests, thoughts and opinions with increasing accuracy and detail.  They have the 

confidence to ask questions in order to clarify, find out more and challenge what they have been taught; and they are beginning to use language to connect 

ideas relating to what they have learned and their own experiences.  Our children are able to listen to others’ ideas respectfully and are learning to respond 

appropriately to those with whom they disagree. 

Implementation 

Our topics, routines and environment promote high quality interactions and prioritise language development.  We use rich texts to introduce ideas, concepts 
and new vocabulary, encouraging children to engage in discussions and understand the meaning of new words.  Children are introduced to the School Values 
early in Reception and are encouraged to be Curious Meerkats, asking questions and participating in whole class, small group and one-to-one discussions. Our 
children are exposed to situations where they can use listening skills and experiment with new language through continuous and enhanced provision (e.g., 
role play), planned learning activities (e.g., UtW explorations) and the learning environment (e.g. investigation station).  New and exciting experiences 
(cooking, trips, visitors, Forest School) help children to apply their developing skills in speaking, listening, questioning and reasoning. 

Staff within the EYFS both explicitly teach and model effective speaking and listening skills.  Repeating sentences back, reframing and extending what children 
have said, describing and commenting on what is happening are also used.   Routines such as Snack Time provide valuable opportunities for speaking and 
listening to be modelled and promoted. Children who struggle to communicate are targeted, learning interventions and further support are implemented 
when children lack confidence, specific communication barriers are identified or they do not have the expected level of development. We reflect on 
interactions with our children, using our professional knowledge and information from observations and assessments to plan interesting and developmentally 
appropriate experiences that link to our children’s identified next steps. 

Impact 

We have high aspirations for our children and aim for every child to achieve the Early Learning Goals for Communication and Language at the end of their 

Reception year.  All staff within our EYFS know their children’s next steps and how to support progress through daily interactions, play, use of resources, as 

well as individual, group and whole class work.  Our children move into Year 1 able to confidently express themselves in different situations, using 

adventurous language and a broad vocabulary. They have good listening skills and are able to participate in extended conversations with others.  

 

 

 



 

Pre-School 

 Listening & Attention Understanding Speaking 

Autumn  I can stop, look and listen when prompted by an adult using 
the class song 
I can follow the red stop sign and the green signs 
I can use my name card to identify when I will start an 
activity of choice and when it will end 
I can look at an adult show them that I am listening  

I can follow the ‘red stop’ sign and the’ green go’ 
signs  
I can answer simple questions about the pictures 
in the lift the flap book. 
I can understand and use simple adjectives: big, 
little, soft, hot 
I can understand simple who? what? Where? 
questions that relate to me    
I can say what some familiar signs are 
I can follow and understand longer instructions  
I understand and use simple place words…in, on, 
under 
 

I can point to a familiar object in a story book and say what 
I can see.  
I can choose a favourite touchy feely book and I can use 
words to talk about what it is 
I can talk about a part of book 
I can copy the words in the Write dance songs; I’m wet, Oh 
dear, Go sand, ‘up and down, walking along’ along with the 
music 
I can recall the words from a variety of nursery rhymes and 
say them in order 
I can make the sounds of different animals when singing old 
MacDonald and say the name of the animal   
I can continue a sound pattern with my voice and vary pitch 
I can use a variety of words in pretend play with other 
children 
I can come to sit together with my friends to say good 
morning to them  

Spring  I can listen to a friend when they are talking to me and 
respond 
I can focus my attention for longer during a short story time 
 
I can focus my attention for longer during a during a 
 adult led game and listen carefully 
 

I can answer simple questions that start with 
what…about a new story 
I know the meaning of new words from new 
stories and information books  
I can understand prompts during play such as; 
‘put the bear inside the cave’ and ‘let’s fly with 
the owls and land at the top on the tree’ 
 

I can join in with repetitive phrases 
I can choose the right words to talk about the main 
characters in simple stories and nursery rhymes  
I can act in a role using new words 
I can put 4-5 words together or more to make sentences 
I can hold a conversation (may jump from topic to topic) 

Summer  I can listen to a longer story and join in with some repetitive 
parts 
I can listen to a friend when they are talking to me and 
respond 
I can focus my attention on and adult when we are playing a 
game together and listen carefully  
I am beginning to listen to a longer list of instructions 
  
 
 

I can understand simple ‘why?’ and ‘what’ 
questions 
 I can answer simple questions such as; how can 
we do that better next time? … 
I can follow an instruction with two parts 
 

I am beginning to blend sounds in new words but may have 
difficulty saying sh, ch, pl and st 
I can recall facts about something using the correct 
vocabulary 
I can use new vocabulary in my play in the correct way 
I can share news or tell a simple story 
I can talk about something I like or dislike and explain why 
using the word because… 
I can share a simple plan/idea and organise my friends to 
help me 



 

Reception 
Readiness  
Indicator 

I can sit and listen to a short story 
I can give 5 minutes focused attention to an adult 

I can respond appropriately to a simple question. 
I can follow a simple, routine instruction with 
two parts 

I can form simple sentences when I speak 
I can express a simple point of view / opinion. 

 

Reception 

Term Listening, Attention & Understanding Speaking 

A
u

tu
m

n
 

I can show that I am listening  
I know why it is important to listen  
I ask questions to find out more about what I have heard. 
I speak clearly and can be understood by others 

I can talk about texts read by my teacher, saying what I think might happen 
next. 
I ask about the meaning of new words  
I can understand a longer list of instructions  
I can use talk to explain how I am feeling 
I can link what has been said to my own experiences to keep conversations 
going  
 

 

I join in with repeated refrains and key phrases.  
I can talk about the meaning of new vocabulary.  
I can speak clearly so that others can understand me 

 
I use talk to organise myself and play: “Let’s go on a bus... you sit there... I’ll 
be the driver.”  
 
 
 

 

Sp
ri

n
g 

I can use  longer sentences and link ideas. 
I comment on and engage in conversation about texts, linking predictions to 
my own experiences e.g.. ‘They might go to the park. I went to the park on 
my scooter.’  
I can retell a simple, familiar story 

I can  use new vocabulary in a context of a story.  
I can understands spoken instructions and can listen, without stopping what I 
am doing  (two channelled attention (check this v PSED) 

 
I can listen and respond to what has been said by adults and my peers 

I can wait for the person talking to stop before I respond.  

 

I can use  longer sentences and link ideas. 
I can retell simple, familiar stories 

I can use  new vocabulary in a context of a story.  
I can explain the meaning of new words  
I am beginning to use modelled vocabulary during discussions about rhymes 
and poems, showing understanding of the vocabulary  
I comment on and engage in conversation about texts, linking predictions to 
my own experiences e.g. ‘the leaves are starting to fall off the trees.  Soon the 
trees won’t have any leaves.’  
I understand past, present and future 

I use talk to help work out problems, organise my thinking and activities, to 
explain how things work and why they might happen.  
I can make up my own stories. 
 

 



 

Su
m

m
er

 

I talk in well-formed sentences 

I use the correct tense in my speech. 
I understand some more complex language including prepositions, 
sequencing and time.  
I can retell a story and include the beginning, main events and the ending. 
I can retell a story through role play or small world play, using new 
vocabulary and some of the phrasing from the text. 
I can follow a two part instruction 
 
I understand humour 
I can take turns in longer conversations  
I listen to other’s points of view  
I can explain my point of view clearly when I disagree with an adult or a 
friend, using words as well as actions.  
 

 

I talk in well-formed sentences   
I use the correct tense in my speech, but I may still have problems with 
irregular tenses and plurals e.g.’runned’ for ‘ran’  
I can use some modelled vocabulary during role play and small world play.  
I can answer ‘who’, ‘where’ ‘what’ and ‘when’ questions and and can explain 
the reasons for my answers.  
I can retell how a story started, the main events, and how it ended.  
I can retell a story through role play or small world play, using new vocabulary 
and some of the exact phrasing from the text. 
I understand and engage in humour  
I can take turns in longer conversations 
I listen to other points of view  
I can explain my point of view clearly when I disagree with an adult or a 
friend, using words as well as actions.  
 
 
I can talk in the correct tense  
I use talk to take on different roles during imaginative play  
I use se talk to work out problems and organise my thinking  
I talk in the correct tense but may continue to have problems with irregular 
tenses and plurals, such as ‘runned’ for ‘ran’  
I can explain my point of view clearly when they disagree with an adult or a 
friend, using words as well as actions  
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Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, 
comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions 
and small group interactions  
Make comments about what they have heard and asks questions to clarify 
their understanding  
 
Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their 
teacher and peers  
  
 

 

Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, 
including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher  



 

P
ro

vi
si

o
n

 Singing songs (nursery rhymes also), props, puppets, question cards, small focus groups, role play, small world, opportunities to work with others, quiet and 
calm areas, reading books every day and talking with children about stories, characters and illustrations (books with rhythm and rhyme are particularly 
effective), show and tell, circle time which offers children a good opportunity to practise their speaking and listening skills, describing and guessing 
game, technology such as microphones, walkie talkies and video recorders, offering real life experiences both inside and outside  

 

 

 

 


