
Welcome to Maple Class

2025-26



Staffing

• Mrs Brand – Tuesday to Friday

• Mrs Belding – Monday mornings

• Mr Grooms – Monday afternoons (PE)

• Teaching Assistants – Miss Smith, Miss Formston, Miss Barr, 
Miss Roberts (RWI)

• Forest school – Mr Grooms, sessions throughout the year



Our Curriculum

• Our school values: curiosity, creativity, 
broadmindedness, responsibility, enjoying life, 
sense of belonging, kindness

• Whole school curriculum: Our Wonderful World 

• Autumn: Our World, including families and 
ourselves, local area history and geography

• Spring: Never Forget, including animals, Chester 
Zoo and conservation

• Summer: Fire! Fire! Including the Great Fire of 
London and learning about London landmarks

We try to link all areas of learning to our topic 
where possible, including English, history, 
geography, science, art, DT, music and computing.



Read 
Write Inc.

• Daily lessons in small groups, plus additional afternoon sessions if 
needed

• Assessed half termly

• Two reading books will be sent home weekly on Fridays with reading 
diary

• One book is for fluency and an unseen book. Please record each time 
you read in the diary

• Please return both reading books and the reading dairy every Friday

• Homework – read at least 5 times a week, a mixture of both books. 
Re-reading the same book helps children to become confident 
readers. Each time they re-read, they build their fluency/speed and 
comprehension. 

• They love reading and want to read because they can read all of the 
words in the Storybook.

• Share other books for pleasure daily



Read Write Inc.

• Ask your child to read the sounds and words before they read 
the story. 

• They will enjoy teaching you to read these words too.



Read 
Write Inc.

Things to do…

• When your child reads the story, 
encourage them to read the word in 
Fred Talk if they hesitate or read it 
incorrectly. Praise them when they 
succeed.

• Read back each sentence or page to 
keep the plot moving - your child’s 
energy is going into reading the words 
not the story.

Things not to do…

• Don’t read the story to them first.

• Don’t ask your child to guess a word 
by looking the pictures.

• And, importantly, please try not to 
become irritable if your child ever 
struggles!  Keep smiling!



Phonics Screening Check (PSC)

• This is a test that all 
children in year 1 do in 
June, usually 2 weeks 
after the May half term.

• The children are asked 
to read 40 words using 
special friends, Fred talk, 
read the word.

• The pass mark is usually 
32 out of 40.

• To prepare the children 
we will do a couple 
beforehand. We will also 
send videos on Seesaw 
which will help.



NumBots

• NumBots is all about every child 
achieving the triple win of 
understanding, recall and fluency in 
mental addition and subtraction, so that 
they move from counting to calculating.

• Homework – 15 minutes per week

• We will do Numbots at school too and 
recognise the effort they are making at 
home - certificates



NumBots

NumBots covers :

• Subitising small numbers

• Adding and subtracting within 10

• Adding and subtracting within 20

• Addition and subtraction involving 
simple two-digit numbers *

• Addition and subtraction involving 
harder two-digit numbers *

• * If they go too far and get stuck, go 
back and try to get 3 stars on all the 
previous levels.



Seesaw

We use Seesaw instead of 
Tapestry to share work with you. 
You can share with us too.

1. Seesaw can be downloaded as 
an app or you can view it at  
https://web.seesaw.me/

The app is called ‘seesaw’ and 
looks like this:

https://web.seesaw.me/


Seesaw
2. When you open the app or click ‘log in’ on the 
website, you will see these options:

3. Type in your child’s text code. This is individual to 
your child.

Choose: I’m a Student



What do 
children 
need to 
bring?

• Uniform all named please, including 
coats and hats

• Water bottle – water only, no juice 
please, named

• Snacks – free fruit will be provided, 
you don’t need to send one

• Bookbag – named, please bring 
everyday, flat one if possible rather 
that backpacks

• No jewellery, make-up, nail varnish

• Long hair must be tied back with a 
plain bobble or hair band, especially 
for PE

• Packed lunches – named, healthy 
choices or free school meals, no 
items with nuts



What do 
children 
need to 
bring?

• PE kit on Mondays

• A plain white round-necked T-
shirt

• Black shorts

• Black tracksuit bottoms

• Trainers are needed for outdoor 
PE (spare socks are needed if your 
child wears tights to school)

• Gymnastic and dance lessons do 
not require footwear

• Please make sure these are all 
named and the PE bag is named.



Ways you 
can help 
us…

• Teach children to get dressed and 
undressed by themselves, 
including getting shoes on and 
off.

• Make sure they can get their 
coats on and off by themselves, 
including getting sleeves the right 
way.

• Teach the children to cut with a 
knife and fork.

• Help with number and letter 
formation – we will send 
worksheets home as needed. 
Formation of letters is very 
important for joining in year 2.



Home-School 
Communication

• Brief chats at the beginning and 
end of the day

• Emails – use admin address

• Phone calls

• Seesaw

• Newsletter

• Parents’ Evening – autumn 2 and 
spring term

• Report in summer term including 
PSC result



Home-School 
Communication

If a different adult is collecting your 
child, for example a grandparent or 
another parent from the school, 
please let us know in advance 
either by calling the office or 
speaking to one of us in the 
morning.



Any questions?
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