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Curriculum Newsletter Summer 1
Year 4
	Growth Mindset mantra
	I can achieve anything with effort


	Maths
	Decimals
· Understanding tenths and hundredths
· Divide 1- and 2-digit numbers by 10
· Order and compare decimals
· Round to the nearest whole

Money
· Write money using decimals
· Convert money
· Compare and estimate money

	English
	We are using the texts ‘Leon and the Place Between’ by Grahame Baker Smith & Angela McAllister.

Sentence construction skills:

· Use small details to describe characters and evoke a response 
· Use small details for time, place and mood 
· Use 1st person consistently 
· Write in consistent past tense 
· Chronological order  
· Write an opening paragraph to share thoughts and feelings and to summarise the day 
· Finish with a personal comment about hopes or concerns for the future

Non negotiables:

· Develop character and setting 
· Group related ideas into paragraphs 
· Use conjunctions to express time, place and cause 
· Build an increasing range of sentence structures


Year group expectation:

· Use Standard English forms for verb inflections 
· Extend the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range of conjunctions including when, if, because, although Indicate possession by using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns
· Recognise the difference between plural and possessive ‘s’ 
· Build a varied and rich vocabulary


	Geography
	Next half term

	History
	How did the achievements of the ancient Maya impact their society and beyond?

Pupils who are secure will be able to:

Sequence the key periods of the Ancient Maya civilisation.
Identify periods that were happening in Britain at the same time.
Explain how the Ancient Maya settled in the rainforest and the challenges they faced.
Describe Ancient Maya beliefs.
Name the features of the Ancient Maya cities.
Make deductions about the Ancient Maya cities.
Evaluate the reasons for the decline of the Maya civilisation.
Understand the importance of archaeologists, archivists and historians in constructing our understanding of the past.

	Art
	Craft and design: Fabric of nature

Pupils who are secure will be able to:

Describe objects, images and sounds with relevant subject vocabulary.
Create drawings that replicate a selected image.
Select imagery and colours to create a mood board with a defined theme and colour palette.
Complete four drawings, created with confident use of materials and tools to add colour.
Understand the work of William Morris, using subject vocabulary to describe his work and style.
Create a pattern using their drawing, taking inspiration from mood boards and initial research to develop it.
Identify and explain where a pattern repeats.
Follow instructions to create a repeating pattern, adding extra detail.
Understand different methods of creating printed fabric in creative industries.
Use sketchbooks to evaluate patterns.
Produce ideas to illustrate products using their designs.

	DT
	Next half term

	Science
	Living things and their habitats

This unit takes children through six lessons where they learn how to: recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways; and explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living things in their local and wider environment.

	PSHCE
	Relationships

In this unit, pupils will learn about building positive, healthy relationships


	PE
	Striking and fielding – rounders and cricket

In this unit, pupils will learn how to bowl and catch the ball. Also, they will learn how to stand correctly and make contact with the ball.

	RE
	For Christians, when Jesus left; what was the impact of Pentecost?

In this unit, pupils will find out about the events of Pentecost found in the Bible, considering which events would be needed to retell the story for someone else. They will begin to consider what the events found in Acts 2 might have meant for the first 
Christians and what they mean for Christians today. They will make links between the description of the day of Pentecost in Acts 2, the Holy Spirit and the Kingdom of God. Pupils will learn how Christians today show their beliefs about the Holy Spirit in 
worship and the way that they live their lives.

	Music
	Samba and carnival sound and instruments

Pupils who are secure will be able to:

Explain what samba music is and that it is mainly percussion instruments used in celebrations such as Carnival in Brazil.
Clap on the off-beat (the and of each beat) and be able to play a syncopated rhythm.
Play their rhythm in time with the rest of their group (even if they are not always successfully playing in time with the rest of the class).
Play their break in time with the rest of their group and play in the correct place in the piece.
Play in time and with confidence; accurately playing their break.


	Spanish
	My family

In this unit pupils will learn how to: 

· Use the nouns and articles/determiners for family members in Spanish.
· Move from using the article/determiner ‘a/an’ with a family member to using the possessive adjective ‘my’ in Spanish. 
· Answer the question ‘¿Tienes hermanos?’ (Do you have any brothers or sisters?) in Spanish. 
· Introduce family members in Spanish, using ‘se llama’ (he/she is called). 
· Use my knowledge of larger numbers in Spanish to be able to describe the age of family members.


	Computing
	Computational thinking

Exploring computational thinking through unplugged activities and applying these to programming.



Homework
Book given out on: Friday
To be returned by: Friday
Spellings (in homework book): Friday
Tested on: Friday
Maths homework: Set on My Maths each Friday to be completed by the following Friday. Along with this, please use the ‘Soundcheck’ mode on TT Rockstars for additional practice of times tables.
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