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Curriculum Newsletter Spring 1
Year 2
	Growth Mindset mantra
	
Everything new takes time to learn


	Maths
	Money
Multiplication and division
Length and height   


	English
	We are using the text The Dragon Machine by Helen Ward
as the main vehicle to teach English skills.

Sentence construction skills:
Use phrases from story language
 • Create and describe characters 
• Create and describe settings
 • Use past tense consistently and correctly 
• Write in 3rd person
 • Sequence of events with beginning, middle and end

Non negotiables:
Use subordination (because) and coordination (and)
 • Write expanded noun phrases to describe and specify
 • Use punctuation correctly – full stop, capital letters
 • Add suffixes to verbs where no change is needed to the root (Y1)

Year group expectation:
Write sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command
 • Use subordination (apply because, introduce when) 
• Use present and past tenses correctly and consistently (some progressive)
 • Use punctuation correctly - exclamation marks, question marks

	History
	How did we learn to fly?

Pupils who are secure will be able to:
Identify important events in the past.
Explain how a significant event has changed the lives of others.
Ask questions about people and events in the past.
Use primary sources to find out about people and events in the past.
Correctly order five events on a timeline.
Consider why flight travel changed over time.


	Art
	Sculpture and 3DClay houses

Pupils who are secure will be able to:
Flatten and smooth their clay, rolling shapes successfully and making a range of marks in their clay.
Make a basic pinch pot and join at least one clay shape onto the side using the scoring and slipping technique.
Roll a smooth tile surface.
Join clay shapes and make marks in the tile surface to create a pattern.
Draw a house design and plan how to create the key features in clay.
Create a clay house tile that has recognisable features made by both impressing objects into the surface and by joining simple shapes.


	Science
	Uses of Everyday materials
This unit ‘Uses of everyday materials’ takes children through six lessons where they learn how to: identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular uses. They also learn how to find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching. 
We will be carrying out investigations such as how to select the right materials to build a bridge, explore and test the stretchiness of materials, understand how materials can change their shape, and investigate how waterproof some materials are.


	PSHCE
	Dreams and goals

Knowledge 
• Know how to choose a realistic goal and how to achieve it
• Know that it is important to persevere.
 • Know how to recognise what working together well looks like.
 • Know what good group working looks like.
 • Know how to share success with other people.

Social and Emotional Skills 
• Be able to describe their own achievements and the feelings linked to this.
 • Recognise their own strengths as a learner. 
• Recognise how working with others can be helpful.
• Be able to work effectively with a partner. 
• Be able to choose a partner with whom they work well. 
• Be able to work as part of a group. 
• Recognise how it feels to be part of a group that succeeds and store this feeling.

	RE
	Who is a Muslim and how do they live? (part 2)

In this unit, pupils will find out about Islam, key beliefs and ways of living for Muslims.
Pupils will learn about some of the key Muslim beliefs about God found in the Shahadah and learn about the 99 names of Allah.
Pupils will encounter stories about the Prophet and find out about what these teach Muslims today about ways of living. 
Pupils will learn about the five pillars of Islam and how these impact upon the lives of believers. 
They will learn about the importance of prayer and what it means for Muslims all over the world.


	Music
	Singing (on this island)

Pupils who are secure will be able to:
Breathe after each phrase in a song when singing.
Sing a song from memory.
Use different pitches while singing (high and low notes).
Sing lyrics accurately.
Perform actions that match lyrics.
Collaborate and communicate within a group.
Use sounds creatively to represent a chosen environment.
Perform a composition.
Apply pitch and dynamics to enhance a composition.
Read notation from left to right.


	Computing
	Programming 1 Algorithms and debugging

Pupils who are secure will be able to:
Decompose a game to predict the algorithms.
Give a definition for ‘decomposition’.
Write clear and precise algorithms.
Create algorithms to solve problems.
Use loops in their algorithms to make their code more efficient.
Explain what abstraction is.


	PE
	Fundamental movements
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