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Curriculum Newsletter Autumn 2
Year 2
	Growth Mindset mantra
	
Mistakes make your brain grow

	Maths
	Addition and subtraction
White Rose Maths Year 2 teaches 
Focusing on concepts like number bonds within 20, adding and subtracting 1s and 10s, and adding and subtracting across a 10. This builds towards adding and subtracting two 2-digit numbers, including those requiring an exchange. Multiplication is introduced as repeated addition, focusing on the multiplication symbol and relating it to equal groups, not on calculation at this stage. 

Shape
Recognising and sorting 2D and 3D shapes
Counting sides on 2D shapes
Counting vertices on 2D shapes
Draw 2D shapes
Lines of symmetry
Count faces, vertices and edges on 3D shapes
Make patterns with 2D and 3D shapes


	English
	We are using the text The owl who was afraid of the dark as the main vehicle to teach English skills.

We will have an owl visit in November so watch this space!

Sentence construction skills:
Specific vocabulary linked to the topic
• Clear and precise description
• Present tense
• Title
• Sub-Headings
• Introduction
• Grouped information
• Facts from research

Non negotiables:
Sequence sentences to form short narratives
• Join words and clauses using and
• Use subordination (because)
• Add suffixes to verbs where no change is needed to the root
• Write expanded noun phrases to describe and specify

Year group expectation:
• Use co-ordination (but, or)
• Add -ly to turn adjectives into adverbs
• Use commas to separate items in a list


	Geography
	Would you prefer to live in a cold or hot place?

Key skills
· Locating all the world’s seven continents on a world map.
· Describing and beginning to explain some key similarities between their local area and a small area of a contrasting non-European country.

· Describing and beginning to explain some key differences between their local area and a small area of a contrasting non-European country.
· Describing what physical features may occur in a hot place in comparison to a cold place.
· Locating some hot and cold areas of the world on a world map.
· Locating the Equator and North and South Poles on a world map.
· Locating hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South poles.
· Using a world map, globe and atlas to locate all the world’s seven continents on a world map.
· Using locational language and the compass points (N, S, E, W) to describe the location of features on a map.
· Recognising human features on aerial photographs and plan perspectives.
· Recognising physical features on aerial photographs and plan perspectives.


	DT
	Food technology
Investigative and Evaluative Activities
Children examine a range of fruit/vegetables. What is this called? Who has eaten this fruit/vegetable before? Where is it grown? When can it be harvested? What are its taste, smell, texture and appearance? What will it look like if we peel it or cut it in half? 

Focused Tasks FT
Discussing basic food hygiene practices when handling food including the importance of following instructions to control risk e.g. What should we do before we work with food? Why is following instructions important Explore peeling, slicing, squeezing e.g. Why do we cut, grate, peel and slice in this way? 


Design, Make and Evaluate Assignment D
Set a context for designing and making which is authentic and meaningful. 
Discuss with the children the possible products that they might want to design, make and evaluate and who the products will be for. Agree on design criteria that can be used to guide the development and evaluation of children’s products e.g. Who/what is the product for? 


	Science
	Living things and their habitats

Children will:

· explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and things that have never been alive
· identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend on each other
· identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including microhabitats
· describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food


	PSHCE
	Celebrating differences
Knowledge

• Know there are stereotypes about boys and girls
 • Know that it is OK not to conform to gender stereotypes
 • Know it is good to be yourself
 • Know that sometimes people get bullied because of difference 
• Know the difference between right and wrong and the role that choice has to play in this
 • Know that friends can be different and still be friends
 • Know where to get help if being bullied
 • Know the difference between a one-off incident and bullying


	RE
	What is the good news Jesus brings?

In this unit, pupils will learn about the concept of ‘Gospel’ and the good news of forgiveness, peace and love that Christians believe Jesus brings. Pupils will learn about Matthew the Tax Collector and how Christians believe that Jesus offers forgiveness, looking at their heart rather than what they have done in the past. 

Pupils will learn about the instructions that Jesus gives in the Bible and how Christians follow his example and these instructions in order to behave in a Christ like way. 

Pupils will take time to consider whether Jesus’ good news is only good news for Christians or whether there are things for people from different worldviews to consider. This unit is made up of two parts and learning covering the above content will continue in part two


	Music
	Instruments
Composing
· Creating sound responses to a variety of physical stimuli such as nature, artwork and stories.
 
· Experimenting with adapting rhythmic patterns by changing either the dynamics, tempo or instrument.
 
· Selecting and creating short sequences of sound with voices or instruments to represent a given idea or character.
 
· Working collaboratively to combine different sounds by either turn-taking or by playing sounds at the same time.

Performing
· Beginning to acknowledge their own feelings around performance.
 
· Offering positive feedback on others’ performances and beginning to notice areas for improvement in their own.


	Computing
	Computing systems and networks  
What is a computer?

Key skills:

· Understanding what a computer is and that it is made up of different components.
· Recognising that buttons cause effects and that technology follows instructions.
· Learning how we know that technology is doing what we want it to do via its output.
· Using greater control when taking photos with cameras, tablets or computers.
· Developing word processing skills, including altering text, copying and pasting and using keyboard shortcuts.
· Using word processing software to type and reformat text.
· Creating and labelling images.
· Learning how computers are used in the wider world


	PE
	Dance
perform dances using simple movement patterns
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