
Reading
Pre-reading: Recap of types of reading teaching



Unseen Observations Autumn 2025 
Scaffolding inference skills for all children

How we help pupils:

• Summarise

• draw conclusions, including making meaning beyond the text

• justify their thinking using evidence



Oracy



Routines from RWI

• MTYT

• Stop signal

• TTYP (Think, pair, share)

• Have a think

• Fastest finger (skimming and scanning)

• Jump-in



Types of reading teaching

• Systematic Phonics

• Shared Reading (15-20 mins daily) ‘what is your class reading?’

• Independent Reading- making choices, browsing

• Weekly Book Chat/Club- being inspired

• Fluency Reading

• Extended Reading

• Close Reading



Shared Reading
Engage with longer texts

Children listen carefully and try to derive meaning 
from what they hear

Prior knowledge activation- reminder about what
has gone before

Try not to break the flow of the text

Some occasional implicit vocabulary instruction



Fluency Reading



Fluency Reading

Repeated oral reading of a short text or extract

60 –90 seconds of reading aloud

No child in the class should be able to read it fluently 
on first reading

Teacher models fluent reading 

Discuss vocabulary

Mixed-ability pairs

Read through three times, switching readers
between paragraphs



Extended Reading
• Prolonged engagement with a longer text or extract, 

focusing on fluency, word knowledge, background 
knowledge and text knowledge through exposure to text.

• Teacher reads to the class, children follow with a ruler,
keeping up.

• Some children read a few sentences each, swapping 
often with teacher taking a turn.

• Children read silently in short bursts.

• Children read for extended periods in silence from a 
shared text.



Close Reading

• Sustained, detailed analysis of a short text or extract

• Repeated reading of a text

• First read –teacher

• Subsequent reads –focus on authorial technique

• 1/3 of lesson reading

• 2/3 of lesson discussion



Example of progression of the different ‘types’ of reading:



Strategies to coach whole class reading

• Paired reading

• Echo reading (adult reads a sentence with perfect prosody, children 
echo back)

• Choral reading (all read aloud chorally)



Modelling reading

For example:

• Check for understanding at the end of a paragraph

• Stop and rewind: Re-reading sentences that are difficult to unpick

• Thinking about the author:
• Working out what they think an author meant by a given word or phrase.

• What is the author trying to say?

• What does the author want us to know?

Use VIPERS to refer to


