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Dear Parents and Carers of Rundell class, 

It’s been so lovely to have everybody back in the classroom.  All the staff who work with our class have been so impressed with how quickly the children have settled and we are looking forward to getting to know them more and watching everyone blossom over the year.  

Curriculum News

Reading
This year, we will continue to develop our reading skills through reading a wide variety of genres. Our reading curriculum centres around ensuring all children can read fluently and confidently whilst also making sure their understanding of what they are reading is accurate. We use the acronym VIPERS, which breaks up our main comprehension objectives- Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explanation, Retrieval and Summarise. We use the Accelerated Reader scheme, which allows children to take a short quiz on the book they are reading, ensuring they have understood the content and give children support where they may have gaps in this area. 

Writing
Our writing this term will begin with exploring the book ‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell. As writers we will create character and setting descriptions where we use a wide range of vocabulary, punctuation and sentence structures to excite and engage the reader, before using these skills to write our own narrative. Spelling patterns will be put onto spelling frame once every week so that your child/ren can practise these at home as well as at school. 

Maths 
As mathematicians, we will start our curriculum by developing our place value knowledge, understanding numbers up to ten million (Y6) and one million (Y5). Children will learn how to use formal written methods for all four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division). The children will also continue to develop their arithmetic skills. 

Science
This half term, the children will be learning about living things and their habitats, where they will group and sort living things using the Linnaean classification system. Children will classify organisms and carry out a fair test enquiry. 

Humanities 
This term we will begin with geography and explore South America. Children will research Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest in more depth and learn how to create graphs to present their findings. They will be exploring both the human and physical features of South America and comparing these to where we live. 

Art
This half term, we will be looking closely at the works of Frida Kahlo. We will be looking at her use of tones and colours that she uses to create her backgrounds that make her self-portraits feel alive. We will be playing with tones ourselves through colour mixing with paint whilst reminding ourselves and improving on our perspective when drawing self-portraits.

Computing 
Our children will start the year with our basic skills unit. They will practise their typing skills, including learning how to use the shortcut keys and learn how to create presentations linked to our South America topic. We will continually remind children of the rules for safe online practices, both at school and at home. 

RE 
Our key question in RE this term is, ‘What does it mean if Christians believe God is holy and loving?’ In this unit, children will learn about what Christians believe God is like and explore key texts from the Bible.

Music 
The children will be creating variations using a wide variety of composing techniques as well as improvising on top of a repeating bassline. They will be deciphering graphic scores and playing their own versions of Twinkle, twinkle!  

French
This half term the children will be learning to talk about sports and hobbies, to conjugate verbs in the present tense and to say which hobbies they enjoy and why.

PSHE 
Jigsaw, mindfulness and circle time activities will allow the children time to reconnect with each other after the summer holidays.  Our school-wide Jigsaw topic for this half-term is called ‘Being Me’; where we will all be discussing our goals and worries for Year 5 and 6 and the children’s rights and responsibilities. 
There may be times where year 5 and 6 are separated for PSHE, when themes crop up that are not suitable for a particular year group. This information will be sent out to you when necessary. 

Weekly reminders 
	PE DAYS 
	Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

	Reading homework
	At least 3 times a week, if children read 5 times within a week, they will be rewarded with a stamp in their reading records and celebrated at key milestones with the reading café. Please help them fill in their reading record.

	Homework books 
(Year 6)
To begin 29.9.25
	
To go out on a Tuesday
	
Hand in on a Monday
	
Children will mark in class.

	Spellings (Year 5 and 6)
	Weekly spellings given out on a Friday.
Tested the following Friday.
	Children can practise their spelling patterns in their book or on the spelling frame online app. 



As ever, if you have any questions or concerns, please get in touch. You can email the school office to book an appointment with us. We are around at the end of the school day on most days for a quick chat. If there is something urgent that you need us to know in the mornings, please speak with the adults on the gate who can pass on any information to us straight away. 

We know that in Rundell class we will always strive to achieve the best and we cannot wait to see how the pupils embrace their learning in their new class. 

Rundell class, thank you for a wonderful start – keep shining like the stars you are! 

Mrs Stell and Mrs Wheatley
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