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Friday 12th September 2025 
Dear Parents and Carers of McDermott Class, 
 
Welcome back to a new school year. It has been wonderful to see how quickly the children have settled into their new class and new routines. So far, together we have enjoyed exploring our new author, Siobhan McDermott and have been gripped by her first novel: Paper Dragons, The Fight for the Hidden Realm. I have been very impressed with the hardworking attitudes and self-motived children – I can’t wait to see what the rest of the year brings! 
 
Curriculum News 
 
English 
To start this half term, we will focus on our class author, producing a descriptive diary style extended piece of writing. As well as this, we will explore character descriptions and write letters to Siobhan McDermott. 

Children will take part in regular reading sessions, learning how to develop and extend their comprehension skills. This will involve a range of guided, adult-led sessions as well as carefully chosen independent tasks for children to complete on their own. All children will bring home a reading book and reading record. Expectations are that children read at home at least 5 times per week. Please check your child’s record and add your signature when you hear them read. 

On a weekly basis, children will be introduced to a new spelling pattern to help them secure their spelling accuracy. They will be given a list of spellings to practise at home and will also receive a weekly quiz in school to check understanding. Spelling Frame can also be used as an extra tool to help learn weekly spellings. 
 
Maths 
We will begin by looking at Place Value, including ordering and rounding numbers. Following this, children will develop their skills in addition and subtraction, securing their understanding of formal methods. Children will have the opportunity to take part in regular arithmetic challenges as well as ensuring times table knowledge is secure. Children can use TTRockstars at home to support their times tables.

Science 
This half term, we are studying Forces. Children will learn about and describe a range of forces including gravity, air and water resistance and friction. Working scientifically, they will gather and record data to help answer questions. 

History 
We will be exploring The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China, learning about how the civilisation was structured, how they lived and some important figures who shaped the history.  We will also be developing key historical skills, such as using historical vocabulary, understanding chronology, and asking thoughtful questions. 
 


Computing 
Our basic skills unit will ensure children are confident and competent at using word processors, short cuts, changing fonts and producing documents. Children will also continue to learn how to access documents using Google Classroom, as well as upload documents into their classroom space online. They will also discuss the responsible use of technology and how to make smart choices when using it. We will continue to remind children of the rules for safe online practices, both at school and at home. 

RE  
What kind of world did Jesus want? In this unit, pupils will learn about the concept of ‘Gospel’ which tells the story of the life and teaching of Jesus. They will learn about the calling of the first disciples and how Christians today try to follow Jesus. Pupils will find out about Jesus’ actions towards other people and what example these set for the actions of Christians today. Pupils will learn about links between the teachings within Bible and what the meaning of Jesus’ good news for Christians is. Later in the unit. They will learn about the parable of the Good Samaritan and the importance of charity within the lives of many.

Music 
In the first half of the term, the children will be learning a traditional pentatonic song, exploring ways to use the pentatonic scale, sing as a round and compose ostinato accompaniments.
 
PSHE 
Through the Jigsaw programme, our topic Being Me in My World will include celebrating: helping others feel welcome, making our school a better place, everyone’s right to learn, caring for others’ feelings, and working well together. 

Art and Design
The children will learn about William Morris and the designs he created. Children will use their observation skills to recreate patterns as well as produced their own Morris-inspired design which will be transferred onto a tile to produce their very own printed pattern. 
 
General Reminders 
· PE Day: McDermott Class will have PE on a Tuesday and Thursday. Children may wear their PE kits to school on PE days.  
· Weather: Children will spend time outside daily, so please ensure they come prepared with waterproof coats, gloves, and warm hats as the weather gets colder. 
· Water Bottles: Please send in a named water bottle daily. These can be refilled at school. 
 
If you have any further questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me by calling or e-mailing the office to arrange a meeting.
 
Many thanks for your continued support, 
 

Mrs A Chapple 
Class Teacher
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