[bookmark: _Hlk207908795][image: New SP Logo]Hayes EndAchieving the best


South Petherton
Somerset TA13 5AG
Tel: 01460 240172
[bookmark: QuickMark]E-mail: office@southpethertonjuniorschool.co.uk
                                           Website: www.southpetherton-jun.somerset.sch.uk
EXECUTIVE HEADTEACHER of South Petherton Schools Partnership
Mrs Shan Weston B.A. Hons, PGCE, NPQH, NPQEL

McAllister Class – Year 3/4
Dear Parents and Carers of McAllister Class,

I hope you all had a lovely summer break and are refreshed for the year ahead. A special welcome to our new Year 3 families – the children have made a fantastic start and are already settling in so well. Year 4s have returned full of confidence and are setting a brilliant example as role models. The children have all arrived at school with smiles on their faces and shown their enthusiasm for learning. I am so proud of every child already and I am really looking forward to an exciting year. 

Curriculum News

English
This half term, we are diving into Leon and The Place Between by Angela McAllister. The children will be stepping into the world of the circus – exploring drama, circus skills, magic and not forgetting the candy floss and popcorn! All these experiences will inspire descriptive writing, focusing on characters and settings. This is one of my favourite books because of the fun and creativity it brings. I cannot wait to see the children’s independent writing at the end of the unit.

Maths
Within mathematics this half term, we are focusing on place value, addition and subtraction, finding the area and multiplication and division. We will be building on the knowledge acquired within KS1 for our Year 3 pupils whilst pushing our Year 4s on through the KS2 curriculum. Children will be encouraged throughout to reason mathematically and apply their understanding in problem-solving contexts. There will be a big focus on times tables – particularly for the Year 4 children who will be completing their multiplication tables check (MTC) in the summer term. All children have access to Times Table Rock Stars which is a fantastic tool to help practice times tables as home. We encourage the children to practice regularly throughout the week to improve their accuracy and speed. 

Science
Our topic this half term is States of Matter. Children will explore the properties of solids, liquids, and gases, and investigate how materials change state. We will be conducting experiments and developing our scientific enquiry skills including melting chocolate, making slime and exploding cans of fizzy drink!! 

History
We are excited to begin our unit on Ancient Egypt. The children have already generated questions they are curious about, and we will be using these to guide our learning. We’ll explore Egyptian society, beliefs, and achievements, including the pyramids, mummification, and the importance of the River Nile.

[bookmark: _Int_mv6e06jq]Art and Design
Our focus is on Painting Across Cultures. Children will explore artistic styles from around the world, including Aboriginal art from Australia, African art, and other global traditions. They will experiment with techniques and materials to create their own culturally inspired artwork.

Computing
This half term, we are focusing on Basic Skills to ensure all children, especially our new Year 3s, feel confident using technology. We will also be interweaving E-Safety throughout our lessons to promote safe and responsible use of digital tools.

Religion and Worldviews
Our religion and worldviews topic is What is it like to follow God? We will explore Christian beliefs about guidance, trust, and commitment, and reflect on stories from the Bible that show what it means to live a life of faith.

Music
The children will be learning a traditional pentatonic song, exploring ways to use the pentatonic scale, sing as a round and compose ostinato accompaniments.


PE
This half term, our PE focus is Tennis. Children will develop their coordination, control, and tactical understanding through a variety of fun and challenging activities.

PSHE
Through the Jigsaw programme, our topic Being Me in My World will include themes such as: 
· Helping others feel welcome.
· Recognising our own and each other's emotions and feelings.
· The importance of rules and responsibilities.
· Caring for others’ feelings - understanding our impact on others.
· Making responsible choices.
French
With Madame Moncur, children will answer simple questions relating to their name and how they are feeling and demonstrate basic understanding by responding to simple classroom instructions. Some simple phonic sounds are introduced.

General Reminders
· PE Days: PE will take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Please ensure your child comes into school wearing their PE Kits on these days.
· SPJS Houses - Our Year 3s have been sorted into their houses and they will be notified shortly! If there are any questions about your child’s house, please do ask and I will be happy to help.
· Our school houses are: Barrington (Blue), Hestercombe (Red), Lytes Cary (Yellow) and Montacute (Green). 
· Hair: For safety and hygiene, long hair must be tied up at school. 
· Snacks and Water Bottles: Children are allowed a healthy snack (fruit or vegetable) to have at breaktime if you wish, and they are able to have water bottles in class which they can refill. 
· Weather: As the weather begins to change, please ensure your child comes to school with a waterproof coat, and later in the term, gloves and a warm hat.
· Reading: Our Year 3s have just received their reading ages, so we can now begin sending appropriate books home with reading records! Please ensure that you have listened to your child read each night and this is noted in the reading records. The children are also welcome to choose another book of their liking that is not linked to their reading score.
· Homework: we expect all children to log into TTRS regularly throughout the week. A spelling list will be sent home each week – these words will also be on Spelling Frame where the children can practice their weekly spellings as well as some ‘tricky’ words. Year 4 children will have additional times table homework to prepare them for their MTC.
· All login details for websites and apps will be stuck inside their reading records. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to get in touch via the school office or find me at the start/end of the day. 

Thank you for your continued support. I am really looking forward to working with your children this year and to all the fun, smiles and learning we will share together. 

Miss Dunn 
Class Teacher
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