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At Whittlefield Primary School, we believe handwriting is a fundamental life skill which supports 
communication, confidence and achievement across the curriculum. We aim for all pupils to 
develop a fluent, legible and consistent handwriting style through a clear whole-school approach 
from EYFS to Year 6. 

We recognise that effective handwriting teaching enables pupils to communicate ideas more 
efficiently by reducing the cognitive demands of transcription. As handwriting becomes automatic, 
pupils are able to focus more fully on composition, spelling and the communication of meaning. 

Handwriting is taught explicitly through the Twinkl Handwriting Scheme, adapted to meet the 
needs of our pupils and to ensure continuity and progression across school. Our approach is 
informed by guidance from the National Handwriting Association and promotes consistency in 
teaching, modelling and expectations. 

Through our handwriting curriculum, pupils will: 

• develop secure letter formation and orientation 

• establish correct posture, pencil grip and paper positioning 

• write fluently and confidently using a joined style 

• take pride in presentation across all curriculum areas 

• develop stamina and automaticity in writing 

• understand the importance of handwriting as a tool for communication. 

 

Implementation 

Whole-School Approach 

Handwriting is taught progressively throughout the school using the Twinkl Handwriting Scheme. 
Teachers follow a consistent approach to modelling letter formation, joins and presentation 
expectations so that pupils experience continuity as they move through school. 

The scheme has been adapted to ensure letters are taught with lead-ins to support the 
development of joined handwriting. Lessons are carefully sequenced to build pupils’ confidence 
and fluency over time. 

Handwriting is not taught in isolation. Expectations for neat, legible presentation are reinforced 
across all curriculum areas so that pupils apply their handwriting skills consistently in all written 
work. 

Teaching Principles 

Our teaching is underpinned by recognised good practice from the National Handwriting 
Association. Before pupils begin writing, teachers reinforce the importance of correct posture, 
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pencil grip, paper position and pressure control. These elements are essential in supporting 
comfort, stamina and fluency. 

Pupils are taught to sit correctly with both feet flat on the floor and their backs supported. Paper 
should be positioned appropriately for left- and right-handed pupils and writing tools held using an 
effective grip, ideally a dynamic tripod grip where possible. 
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Teaching and assessment are also supported through the use of the ‘S Factors for Success’, which 
focus on the key features of effective handwriting: 

• Shape 

• Space 

• Size 

• Sitting 

• Stringing 

• Slant 

• Style 

• Speed 

These features support teachers in modelling handwriting explicitly and enable pupils to 
understand how handwriting can be improved.         
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Early Writing Development in EYFS 

In EYFS, handwriting development begins through opportunities to develop gross and fine motor 
control, core strength and hand-eye coordination. Children engage in a range of activities which 
promote movement, control and pre-writing patterns before formal handwriting begins. 

Letter formation is taught alongside phonics and pupils are encouraged to develop confidence and 
control through structured practice and practical activities. Correct posture, pencil grip and starting 
points are modelled consistently from the beginning of early writing. 
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Progression Through School 

Handwriting is taught progressively from EYFS to Year 6. 

In EYFS, the focus is on developing motor control, mark-making and correct letter formation. In Key 
Stage 1, pupils secure accurate formation, orientation and spacing while beginning to develop joins 
once letter formation is secure. 

During Lower Key Stage 2, pupils are expected to develop fluent joined handwriting with increasing 
consistency in size, spacing and presentation. In Upper Key Stage 2, pupils continue to refine 
fluency, speed and stamina while adapting handwriting for different purposes and audiences. 

By the end of Year 6, pupils should be able to write fluently, legibly and efficiently in a joined style. 

 

Frequency of Teaching 

In EYFS and Key Stage 1, handwriting is taught daily and closely linked to phonics and English 
teaching. In Lower Key Stage 2, regular discrete sessions continue to develop joining and fluency. In 
Upper Key Stage 2, handwriting lessons focus increasingly on fluency, speed and presentation. 

Although discrete lessons are important, handwriting expectations are reinforced consistently 
throughout the curriculum. 

 

Letter Formation and Joining 

Letters are taught in families to support motor memory and consistency. Teachers model correct 
starting and finishing points and reinforce accurate formation throughout school. 

Lead-ins are used to support the transition into joined handwriting and joins are introduced only 
once pupils demonstrate secure letter formation. Pupils are expected to write in a joined style by 
the end of Year 3. 
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Pencil Grip and Posture 

Teachers explicitly model and reinforce correct posture and pencil grip throughout school. Pupils 
are encouraged to hold writing tools comfortably and efficiently while maintaining appropriate 
writing pressure. 
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Where necessary, adaptive resources such as pencil grips, writing slopes or alternative materials 
may be used to support pupils’ physical development and handwriting control. 

 

Staff Modelling 

All staff are expected to model the agreed cursive handwriting style consistently across the 
curriculum. Staff use agreed terminology when teaching handwriting and provide live modelling, 
verbal feedback and regular reinforcement of presentation expectations. 

Handwriting is valued across the school and improvement, effort and pride in presentation are 
celebrated 

 

Presentation Expectations 

Pupils are expected to present work neatly and take pride in their books. Teachers reinforce 
expectations for spacing, layout, dating and overall presentation in all subjects. 

Presentation expectations are age appropriate and support pupils in developing independence and 
responsibility for the quality of their work. 

Expectations by Year Group 

Year Group Expectation 

End of EYFS Correct pencil grip and emerging letter formation 

End of Year 2 Secure formation, spacing and beginning joins 

End of Year 4 Neat, legible, joined handwriting with increasing fluency 

End of Year 6 Fluent, consistent and efficient joined handwriting 
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Left-Handed Pupils 

Left-handed pupils are supported through appropriate seating arrangements, correct paper 
positioning and guidance to avoid uncomfortable wrist positions. Staff ensure pupils can write 
comfortably and effectively without smudging or strain. 

 
 

Intervention and Support 

Where pupils experience difficulties with handwriting, early support and intervention are provided 
to help pupils develop confidence, control and fluency. Teachers identify barriers to handwriting 
development through ongoing assessment and provide targeted support within lessons wherever 
possible. 

Interventions may focus on fine motor development, pencil control, letter formation, joining, 
spacing or writing stamina. Support may include additional modelling, guided practice, adapted 
resources, modified paper, pencil grips or writing slopes. 

Pupils who require further support may access small-group or individual intervention programmes 
using Twinkl handwriting resources and practical motor skill activities. 

SEND Provision 

We recognise that some pupils with SEND may experience additional barriers to handwriting 
development. Staff work closely with the SENDCo to ensure appropriate adaptations and support 
are in place so that all pupils can achieve success. 

Adjustments may include: 

• specialist equipment or adaptive resources 

• additional adult support 

• differentiated handwriting expectations where appropriate 

• opportunities for overlearning and repetition 

• alternative methods of recording where necessary. 

High expectations are maintained for all pupils, while recognising individual needs and ensuring 
children can access the curriculum successfully. 
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Assessment 

Handwriting assessment is ongoing and informs teaching and intervention. Teachers assess 
handwriting through observations, pupils’ written work across the curriculum and regular review of 
fluency, legibility and presentation. 

The S Factors are used to support feedback and self-assessment, helping pupils to recognise 
strengths and areas for improvement. 

Impact 

The impact of this policy is that pupils develop fluent, legible and confident handwriting which 
supports learning across the curriculum. Pupils demonstrate pride in presentation, increased 
writing stamina and the ability to communicate ideas effectively through writing. 

As pupils progress through school, handwriting becomes increasingly automatic, enabling them to 
focus more successfully on composition, vocabulary and the quality of their written outcomes. 

 
 

Appendix 1: Progression 

Based on the Twinkl Handwriting Scheme and adapted to include lead-ins and structured 
progression from EYFS to Year 6. 

 

Appendix 2: Teaching Structure 

Handwriting is taught through a progressive sequence which includes: 

1. Gross and fine motor development 

2. Pre-writing patterns and motor memory 

3. Letter formation with lead-ins 

4. Joining letters 

5. Developing fluency and stamina 

6. Applying handwriting across the curriculum 

 


