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	Our simple message
Education that is required to be free will remain free. Where we ask for money, we will explain whether it is a compulsory charge or a genuinely voluntary contribution. Charges will only be made where the law allows and will not exceed the permitted cost.



1. Purpose
This policy explains when Longton will not charge, when we may ask for a voluntary contribution, when we may make a charge, and when statutory remission applies. It follows the Education Act 1996, associated regulations and current Department for Education guidance.
2. What parents need to know
Education provided during school hours is free. The school will not make a compulsory charge for activities that the law requires to be free.
National Curriculum activities and required curriculum visits are not charged. A voluntary contribution may be requested.
Voluntary means voluntary. A child will not be treated differently because a parent/carer has not contributed.
Optional activities outside school hours may be charged where the law permits. Charges will not exceed the actual cost.
Residential visits may include a charge for board and lodging where permitted. Statutory remission applies to eligible pupils.
Before- and after-school provision and other permitted optional extras may be charged.
Families experiencing financial difficulty should speak confidentially to the Headteacher. The school does not have a separate fund to routinely pay charges for families, but alternative arrangements may be considered where possible.
Where lawful charges remain unpaid after school recovery procedures, the debt may be referred to Lancashire County Council for recovery.
3. Educational visits and voluntary contributions
Longton values visits, trips and enrichment. Where an activity is part of the curriculum and the law does not allow a compulsory charge, we may ask parents/carers for a voluntary contribution.
We will tell families the expected cost and what the contribution is for.
There is no obligation to contribute.
Children will not be singled out or treated differently if a contribution is not made.
If insufficient contributions are received and there is no alternative funding, the school may need to cancel an activity.
Where appropriate, payments may be made in instalments.
4. When we can charge
	Activity
	Charging position
	Key point

	Curriculum education
	No compulsory charge
	Voluntary contribution may be requested.

	Curriculum visit
	No compulsory charge where the law requires it
	Non-payment cannot be used to exclude a pupil.

	Optional extra outside school hours
	Charge permitted
	Actual cost only; no profit.

	Residential visit
	Board/lodging may be charged where permitted
	Statutory remission applies to qualifying pupils.

	Before/after-school provision
	Charge permitted
	Fee reflects the cost of providing the service.

	Music/instrumental tuition
	Charge permitted in specified circumstances
	Actual cost only; statutory exemptions apply.

	Practical item a child wants to own
	Charge may be made for permitted materials
	Parent/carer will be informed in advance.


5. Optional extras
Optional extras are activities which fall outside the education that must be provided free of charge. These may include optional clubs, extended-day provision, certain activities outside school hours and other activities specifically permitted by law.
The total charge will not exceed the actual cost of providing the activity, shared appropriately between participating pupils. The school will not make a profit from optional extras.
6. Residential visits
Where a residential visit is permitted to be charged for, Longton will charge at no more than the actual cost. Parents/carers will be told the cost before the visit.
	Statutory remission
Where the statutory rules apply, eligible pupils who meet the Targeted Free School Meals (FSM) / Pupil Premium criteria will receive remission of the eligible board and lodging charge. This does not include pupils who receive FSM solely through Expanded FSM and who do not meet the Targeted FSM/Pupil Premium criteria. Longton will use the current DfE criteria in force at the time of the activity.





7. Music, swimming and practical activities
Class music and curriculum swimming are provided free where they form part of the National Curriculum. Permitted instrumental/vocal tuition may be charged in accordance with the relevant regulations.
Swimming and water safety are part of the Key Stage 2 curriculum. No charge will be made for the education itself. A voluntary contribution towards permitted transport costs may be requested.
Instrumental or vocal tuition may be charged where the regulations allow. Charges will not exceed actual cost and statutory exemptions will be applied.
Where a curriculum practical activity creates a finished item that a child wishes to own, the school may charge for permitted materials where parents/carers have chosen for the item to be taken home.
8. Before and after school provision
Before and after school provision is an optional extended-day service and will be charged for. Fees are set with regard to the cost of staffing and running the provision and may be reviewed when those costs change. Parents/carers will be given reasonable notice of significant fee changes.
9. After-school clubs and enrichment
Optional after-school clubs may be charged for where permitted. Charges will reflect the actual cost of providing the activity. Participation is optional.
10. Loss, damage and breakages
The school may ask parents/carers to pay the reasonable actual cost of repairing or replacing school property that has been deliberately damaged, wilfully damaged, neglected or lost, where permitted by law.
Ordinary wear and tear will not result in a charge.
The charge will not exceed the actual repair or replacement cost.
The school will consider the circumstances, age and needs of the pupil before making a charge.
11. Uniform
Uniform arrangements are set out in the school's Uniform Policy. Longton aims to keep uniform costs reasonable and accessible and provides a 'new-to-you' uniform option where available. Families experiencing financial difficulty are encouraged to speak confidentially to the school.
12. Remission and financial support
The school will apply any statutory remission required by current DfE guidance.
Longton does not have a separate fund to routinely meet charges for families who cannot pay. However, where a family is experiencing financial difficulty, parents/carers should speak confidentially with the Headteacher. The school will consider whether an alternative arrangement, payment plan, voluntary contribution or other support may be available, taking account of the school's financial position.
Targeted and Expanded Free School Meals
Where statutory remission applies, Longton Primary and Nursery School will apply the current Department for Education eligibility criteria. From September 2026, there are two categories of Free School Meals:
Targeted FSM – pupils who meet the targeted FSM criteria. This group attracts Pupil Premium funding and is eligible for benefits linked to Pupil Premium/Targeted FSM.
Expanded FSM – pupils who are eligible for a free school meal because their household receives Universal Credit but who do not meet the Targeted FSM criteria. Expanded FSM provides the free school meal but does not attract Pupil Premium funding solely on the basis of this eligibility. 
Where a charge is eligible for statutory remission linked to Pupil Premium/Targeted FSM eligibility, this will therefore apply to pupils meeting the Targeted FSM/Pupil Premium criteria, rather than pupils who are eligible for Expanded FSM only.

13. Refunds and cancellations
If the school cancels an activity and the relevant cost has not been incurred, payment will normally be refunded or credited.
If costs have already been committed or are non-refundable, this may affect the amount that can be refunded.
Parents/carers should tell the school as soon as possible if a child can no longer attend a chargeable activity.
Individual activities will set out any specific refund arrangements.
14. Payment and arrears
Charges are normally collected through the school's electronic payment system. Parents/carers who are experiencing difficulty paying should contact the school as early as possible.
Where a lawful charge remains unpaid, the school may take reasonable recovery action. No child will be excluded from statutory education because a parent/carer cannot pay a lawful charge.
Where charges remain outstanding after the school's payment and recovery procedures have been followed, the debt may be referred to Lancashire County Council for recovery through the local authority's debt collection procedures. Parents/carers will be informed if a debt is referred.
15. Equality and inclusion
Charging decisions will be made consistently with the Equality Act 2010. The school will consider individual circumstances and reasonable adjustments where appropriate and will seek to ensure that financial circumstances do not create unnecessary barriers to participation.


16. Quick guide for parents and carers
	If the activity is…
	Longton may…
	For families

	Part of the curriculum
	No compulsory charge
	A voluntary contribution may be requested.

	A curriculum visit
	Request a voluntary contribution
	Non-payment will not mean a child is excluded.

	An optional extra outside school hours
	Make a charge
	Actual cost only; no profit.

	A residential visit
	Charge permitted board/lodging costs
	Statutory remission applies where the rules are met.

	Breakfast/after-school provision
	Make a charge
	Optional extended-day provision.

	Instrumental/vocal tuition
	Charge where regulations allow
	Actual cost only; exemptions apply.

	Deliberate damage/loss
	Seek actual repair/replacement cost
	Ordinary wear and tear is not charged.

	If you are worried about paying
Please speak to the Headteacher or school office confidentially as early as possible. We cannot promise to pay charges from school funds, but we will consider whether a practical arrangement is possible.



17. Roles and responsibilities
Governors approve the policy and monitor that charging arrangements comply with the law.
The Headteacher implements the policy and makes operational decisions about charging, remission and payment arrangements.
Staff organising activities ensure that costs and charging arrangements are clear and lawful.
The school office manages payments and supports families with payment queries.
Parents/carers are responsible for paying lawful charges and should contact school early if they have difficulty paying.
18. Complaints and queries
Questions about a particular charge should be raised with the school office or Headteacher in the first instance. Concerns about the application of this policy may be raised through the school's complaints procedure.
19. Monitoring and review
The Headteacher will monitor the operation of the policy. The Governing Board will review it annually, or sooner if legislation, DfE guidance, Lancashire County Council arrangements or the school's provision changes.
Key legislation and guidance
Education Act 1996, sections 449–462 – charging for school activities.
Department for Education – Charging for school activities.
Charges for Music Tuition (England) Regulations 2007.
Education (Charges for Early Years Provision) Regulations 2012, where applicable.
Equality Act 2010.
Current DfE requirements for funded early education, where applicable to the school's nursery.
Relevant Lancashire County Council guidance.
	Related Longton policies
This policy should be read alongside the Educational Visits Policy, Uniform Policy, Wraparound/Before and After School arrangements, Complaints Policy and other relevant school policies.
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