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Our purpose
Motto: Longton Pupils Shine
Mission: To care, grow and shine.
Our aims reflect the beliefs and aspirations of the Longton Primary School community. We want every child to feel safe, included and valued; to enjoy learning; to develop confidence and independence; and to build the knowledge, skills and attitudes that will help them achieve and contribute positively to society.
	CARE
	through respect, support and togetherness

	GROW
	through choice, opportunity and imagination

	SHINE
	through challenge, achievement and celebration


Our aims
Belonging, relationships and community. Create a welcoming, happy and secure school where every child feels that they belong, is listened to and is treated with kindness, respect and fairness. Build positive relationships and a shared sense of responsibility across the school community.
Inclusion, equality and diversity. Value every child and family as individuals. Promote equality of opportunity, respect diversity and challenge prejudice, discrimination and unfair treatment. Work to identify and remove barriers that may prevent pupils from participating, feeling included or making progress.
Adapting teaching so all pupils can thrive. Know pupils as individuals and adapt teaching, support, resources and challenge in response to their starting points, strengths, needs and abilities. Provide appropriate support and opportunities for greater depth while maintaining high aspirations for every pupil.
A rich, purposeful and coherent curriculum. Provide a broad, balanced and engaging curriculum rooted in the National Curriculum and shaped around the needs of our pupils and the school context. Build knowledge and skills progressively, making meaningful connections across subjects. Use our established curriculum approach, including Kapow where used and adapted to our context.
Foundational skills, progress and achievement. Teach reading, writing, mathematics and other foundational skills carefully, alongside the wider curriculum. Use assessment and knowledge of pupils’ learning to identify what they know, what they need next and how teaching can help them make progress. Celebrate effort, improvement and achievement.
A holistic approach to children’s development. Support the whole child: academic learning alongside physical, social, emotional, moral, spiritual and cultural development. Nurture confidence, self-esteem, independence, resilience, wellbeing and positive relationships.
Enrichment and experiences. Enrich the curriculum through practical work, investigation, creativity, play where appropriate, visits, visitors, use of the local environment and opportunities beyond the classroom. Help pupils discover interests, develop talents and connect their learning with the wider world.
Values, citizenship and respect. Help pupils understand British values, respect different backgrounds and viewpoints, recognise fairness and equality, and contribute positively to school and community life.
High expectations, behaviour and responsibility. Promote positive behaviour, courtesy, responsibility and respect. Set clear expectations for learning and participation, encourage pupils to take pride in their work and help them understand how their choices affect others.
Partnership with families and the wider community. Work in partnership with parents and carers, listen to their views and communicate clearly. Recognise the value of families and the wider community in supporting children’s learning, development and wellbeing.
Reflection and continual improvement. Reflect on the experiences and progress of pupils, use assessment and feedback to inform improvement, and keep developing our provision so that every child has opportunities to achieve, belong and thrive.
Our approach to learning
At Longton, learning should combine enjoyment with purposeful challenge. Children should have opportunities to discover, ask questions, practise, apply skills, think creatively and learn with others. Literacy and mathematics provide important foundations for learning across the curriculum. Teaching and assessment should respond to pupils’ needs and help them understand how to improve.
Our commitment
We aim to provide a secure, inclusive and stimulating environment in which every child feels that they belong and can grow in knowledge, confidence and independence. We want every pupil to experience CARE through respectful relationships, GROW through responsive teaching and meaningful opportunities, and SHINE through challenge, achievement and celebration. Our ambition is for all pupils to achieve, belong and thrive.
Review
This policy will be reviewed annually and updated when needed to reflect changes in the school’s aims, curriculum or circumstances.
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