	Welcome back, and a very happy New Year to all our Year 4 families! We hope you had a restful and enjoyable Christmas break. The spring term is shaping up to be an exciting one, with lots for the children (and parents!) to look forward to. Highlights include our ever-popular Valentine’s Disco and Valentine’s Shop, as well as special celebrations marking our school’s 100th birthday. The class will also be heading out on a trip to the Brickcroft, taking part in a hands-on electricity workshop, and preparing homework projects that will be proudly displayed at Parents’ Evening. We’re looking forward to a busy, engaging term full of learning, celebration, and fun, and we’re delighted to have you all back with us.Year 4           Spring 1st half term


	Geography : Rainforests

KQ: Why are rainforests important to us?
· Where in the world are tropical rainforests?
· What is the Amazon rainforest like?
· Who lives in the rainforest?
· How are rainforests changing?
· How is our local woodland used? – Data collection 
· How is our local woodland used? – Data analysis

	Science: States of matter
· What are the properties of solids?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What are the properties of liquids and gases?
· What happens during melting and freezing?
· What happens during condensing and evaporating?
· What are the stages of the water cycle?
· How does temperature affect evaporation rates and the water cycle?

	                                                                                                                                     Can you find the meaning of these key vocabulary words?

Geography: biome, canopy layer, emergent layer, Equator, forest floor, vegetation
Science: evaporating, freezing, gas, liquid, melting
DT: adapt, combine, construct, fold, hygiene, ingredients







	DT: Food – Adapting a recipe

· To evaluate exiting biscuits.
· To prepare and cook a dish.
· To select ingredients and follow a budget.
· To take inspiration from existing products.
· To make and test a prototype biscuit.
· To evaluate a final product. 
	RE: Spring 1 and 2
KQ: Just how important are our beliefs?
· What do promises mean?
· What promises do we make?
· Can we see the importance of someone’s beliefs from the outside?
· How else might some people show their commitment?
· What else might people give up for their beliefs?
· What might someone sacrifice?
	PHSE: Keeping safe

· Danger risk or hazard?
· Managing dares.
· Keeping ourselves safe.
· Positive and negative influences.
· Picture wise.
· Medicines – check the label.











	 Computing
· The Internet

Art:
· Every picture tells a story. Abstract collages.

Music
· Wider Opportunities 
· Changes in pitch and tempo and dynamics: vocal and percussive ostinatos. Theme rivers. 
French: Numbers and Birthdays

	PE: Gymnastics
· To assess my straight, barrel, forward and straddle roll.
· To link actions that flow using the rolls I have learnt.
· To develop strength in inverted movements.
· To create a partner sequence to include the skills I have learnt and apparatus.

	PE: Hockey
· To develop attacking skills with accuracy and control. 
· To develop attacking skills to maintain possession. 
· To use attacking skills to beat a defender. 
· To use defending skills to delay an opponent and gain possession. 
· To apply attacking skills to move towards goal and find space. 
· To apply skills and knowledge to compete in a tournament.



