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July 2026 Newsletter

Through God's love and our Christian Values, we encourage each individual to love, respect and value
God, themselves and others.
We encourage and nurture everyone to flourish and grow into the
unique person 6od made them to be, ready to go out into the world to love others.

This is rooted in Jesus' words: Love one another as Jesus loved us.
(John 13 v 34-35)

Dear Parents, Children & Friends,
We are fast approaching the end of term and this academic year.

Usually at this time of year, I am able to share our wonderful Key Stage 2 SATs results with you.
Unfortunately, the Department for Education (DfE) has informed all schools that the release of this
year's results has been delayed, and they will now not be available until the very end of term. While this
is incredibly frustrating for everyone concerned, please be assured that we will communicate these
results to our Year 6 pupils before they finish for the summer holidays, and a full update will be shared
with all parents when we return in September.

SAYING GOODBYE TO YEAR 6 and STAFF:

Year 6 visited Manchester Cathedral on Wednesday to participate in the special Y6 leavers service, led
by Bishop Mark. The whole service was a wonderful and joyful event. I was so proud of our Y6's
wonderful singing and participation.

As we prepare to say goodbye to our fabulous Year 6 pupils our own Year 6 Leavers' Service will take
place on Friday 17 July at 9:30am in church. Church will be open from 8:45am where tea, coffee and
biscuits will be available and the end of year raffle.

A huge thank you to St Mary's Church for kindly paying for the bibles which will be presented to Year 6
during the service.

The staff and Governors at St Mary's School wish Year 6 the very best for their futures as they embark
on the next stage of their journey. They have been a fantastic cohort, who we are confident will go on to
achieve great things in their secondary schools and beyond | We hope they will come back and let us know
how they have settled into their new secondary schools.

We will also say goodbye to a number of staff:
> Miss Fisher - after 7 years of service, begins new adventures.
> Mrs Roberts - as she retires after an incredible 33 years of service.

The staff and Governors thank the above staff for all their hard work, years of service and
contributions to St Mary's School and wish each of them every success and happiness in the next chapter
of their lives.



SCHOOL POLICY FOR DO6GS IN SCHOOL

Please note we have a no dogs policy on the school ground. This includes being carried or on a lead.

SCHOOL UNIFORM POLICY SEPTEMBER

Please ensure you continue to follow our uniform expectations in September. Children must attend school
in the correct uniform, School shoes must be black, no trainers. Please note our no earing policy. We also
do not permit smart watches in school. Hairstyles should not be extreme with no lines or patterns and
long hair tied back.

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE:

Join Oldham Libraries Summer Reading Challenge and let every book take you on a new adventure! Read
throughout the holidays, discover exciting stories, collect rewards, and keep your imagination growing.
Whether you love mysteries, fantasy, or facts, there's something for everyone. Make this summer
unforgettable—one page at a time! Please see the poster for more information, or

visit: h‘r‘rps://summerreadingchallenge.or*g\.uk for more information and to sign up.
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YEAR 5 APPLICATION TO SECONDARY SCHOOLS:
How you apply for a place at secondary school depends on where you live. The application has to be made
to the Local Authority in which you live. Please see below for further details.

Oldham Residents:

Your child is due to start secondary school in September 2027. This is a very exciting and important
time. I am writing to make you aware of how and when you need to apply and where to access information
to guide you through this process.

You will need to complete an application using the online application system available on the Oldham
Council website. It's quick and easy and ensures school offers can be made efficiently via e-mail.
Applying on-line is the only form of application, as Oldham Council no longer provides paper application
forms.

The online system will open on 1 August 2026 and close at 5pm on 31 October 2026.



It is recommended that a minimum of three preferences are made for any application.

If you don't have access to the internet, there are computers in all Oldham'’s libraries. You will need an
email address; these are very easy to set up and staff will be happy to help.

Some voluntary aided schools may want you to fill in a supplementary form or provide documentation in
addition to the application. Supplementary forms are available from, and returned to, the relevant school.

To enable you to have a look at what is on offer, all Oldham secondary schools will be holding open
evenings during the Autumn ferm. You will be able to access further information, a guide and links to
school websites by logging onto www.oldham.gov.uk/admissions

The closing date for all applications is 5pm 31 October 2026. Any application received after this time
will be classed as late and will not be processed until all the on-time applications have been allocated a
school place. Should you have any initial queries, please do not hesitate to contact the Admissions Team
by telephone on 0161 770 4213.

Rochdale Residents:

Parents of children who live in Rochdale should check the 'School Places’ section of the Rochdale council
website for details of the application process and deadlines (www.rochdale.gov.uk). Alternatively, you can
contact the Admissions Team on telephone 0300 303 0340 or email school.admissions@rochdale.gov.uk
for further information.

RECEPTION APPLICATION TO ST MARY'S SCHOOL SEPTEMBER 2027

You will need to complete an application using the online application system available on the Oldham
Council website www.oldham.gov.uk/admissions It's quick and easy and means you get the school offer
directly via email. You can find more information, a guide, and links to school websites here too. The
online system opens on 1 September 2026.

In addition, any parent wishing to apply for a Reception place at St. Mary's CE Primary School
MUST complete a supplementary form (available from the school office or download from the school
website).

If you don't have access to the internet at home, there are computers in all Oldham's libraries. You will
need an email address, but these are very easy to set up and staff will be happy to help.

Deadlines for making an application: Primary 15™ January 2027 at 5pm

At St Mary's we are offering individual tours, please call the school office to arrange a visit to our
amazing school.

Remember there are lots of Church services you can attend to suit your family and it is not too
late for this to be documented on supplementary forms.

LUNCHTIMES:

Due to the increasing costs of food and fuel prices, there will be a very small increase in the cost of
school meal. From September 2026 a school meal will cost £2.90 per day. Governors have worked very
hard to keep any cost increase to a minimum fo support parents as much as possible. Please take a look at
the lunch menus on our school website.




LINKS WITH ST MARY'S CHURCH:

On Thursday 9th July Father Paul led St. Mary's School Eucharist, alongside Year 6
pupils. The Eucharist was a very special service with Year 6 leading prayers and
readings, choosing the hymns and taking up the offertory. My thanks to the parents
and grandparents who joined us. Pupils and parents, throughout the school, commented
positively about the service and what a lovely way it was to begin the school day.

It was so lovely to see so many of our pupils and families at St.
Mary's Church and School Colour Run and Summer Fair. It wasa
fabulous fun day and very well supported. A huge and sincere
thanks to all of the organisers for all their hard work and effort in
making this such a successful event - a lot of time and effort
behind the scenes ook place, for many months, to ensure the event
was enjoyable.

To the PSG, Church Members and friends - my sincere gratitude to
you all, you were all incredible. The valuable time you gave, often
away from your own families, is very much appreciated ! Thank you
also to all the sponsors of the event.

We have raised a fantastic £10,025-90 to be shared equally with church.

To the staff my sincere thanks for your participation and great sense of fun on the day !

MUSIC NEWS:
St Mary's Pupils performed wonderfully at the Music Festival last week. Their preformances, and
behaviour were outstanding with lots of lovely commnets from the adjudicator, organisers and parents. I
am delighted to announce that we were also awarded a trophy
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% The Roger Meaden Award for and outstanding performance given by a Wind Band




Please see the school website for more videos of our performance.
https://www.stmaryscecrompton.oldham.sch.uk/page/music-events/150313
ST. MARY'S SUPPORT GROUP NEWS:

150 Club

The next draw will be on Friday 17™ July. This draw will include the end of term £500 draw.

When we return in September we will complete the draws for August and September. Please sign up for
a number if you have not done so already. Contact the School Office or PSG for more information.

School Disco

Reminder the Summer Leavers' Disco for all pupils in school is on Thursday 16™ July.

Year 6 pupils are invited o attend the Infant disco as well as the Junior disco to meet up with their
Reception Buddies. As a thank you and leaving gift to pupils in Year 6, there is no charge for entry to the
disco. All other pupils will be charged as usual. Payment through School Spider please

Reception and KS 1 Disco: 6:15 - 7:15pm and KS 2 Disco: 7:30- 8:30pm.

Please note with the exception for the Year 6 pupils, at the summer disco only, there
are no mobile phones permitted and Year 6 must use responsibly.

Raffle ‘

Please do not forget to purchase your raffle tickets, details have been sent home; tickets also available
in the school office, at the school disco and at the Leavers' service in church. There are 2 amazing prizes
to be won.

IMPORTANT: Absence from school including holidays:
Schools are not able to authorise ANY Holidays in term time.
Please note the significant changes made in Spetember 2024 and are required to be implemented.

e First Occasion- The first time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount will be: £80 per parent, per
child paid within 21 days. This increases to £160 per parent, per child if paid after day 21, until
day 28. Any non-payment of the Penalty Notice may be referred to the Magistrates Court.

e Second Occasion (within 3 years) - the second time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount will be
£160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days. Any non-payment of the Penalty Notice may be
referred to the Magistrates Court.

e Third Occasion and Any Further Occasion (within 3 years) - the third time an offence is
committed a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the case may be presented straight to the
Magistrates’ Court under s.444 of the Education Act (1996) or other legal interventions
considered. The Magistrates' Court can order fines up to £2500 per parent, per child.

All requests for absence must now be requested through a leave of absence form available from the
school office.

Return to School in September:
May I take this opportunity to remind parents that school will re-open for pupils on Wednesday 2™
September

Kind Regards,
P.A Hartley
Headteacher
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