
 

 
 

 

Year 5 Autumn Newsletter  

  

A warm welcome to Year 5. We hope that you have all had a wonderful summer break and are looking forward 
to the new school year.  

The adults working in Year 5 this year are; Mrs Burke, Mrs Bell, Mrs Hague, Mrs Foster & Miss Mellor.. 

Our classroom is a happy and caring environment where we support and encourage one another to achieve our 
full potential. We will always ‘Love one another as Jesus loves us.’  

  

English  

Learning to write is one of the most important things that a child at primary school will learn. Good writing 
gives children a voice to share their ideas with the world. Throughout the Autumn term, we will cover a range of 
text types including non-chronological reports, diary entry, character descriptions, setting descriptions, narrative 
writing and classical poetry. Some of our grammar targets are  

• To develop different sentence structures (simple, compound, complex).  

• To recognise and use the eight parts of speech confidently (nouns, pronouns, adjectives, verbs, 
adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, interjections).  

• To write relative clauses beginning who/which/where/when.  

• To know how to use organisational devices to guide the reader (headings, subheadings, bullet points, 
underlining etc).  

• To show dialogue through use of direct and indirect speech.  

We will continue to revisit punctuation taught in previous year groups alongside introducing more complex 
punctuation.  

Spelling is an important component of writing. Spellings are best learnt little and often rather than all in one go. 
Spellings will be tested every Friday. 

Alongside the provided spelling list, we also recommend that children practise the common exception words for 
Year 3, 4, 5 and 6.  

Reading  

  

It is important for children to become skilled readers who develop a comprehensive understanding of words, 

language and texts. By securing and applying key skills such as word recognition, comprehension, fluency and 

motivation, children will be able to embed their knowledge and access new learning opportunities across the 

curriculum as well as develop a love of reading and desire to read for pleasure. Reading is proven to develop 

critical thinking, improve focus and concentration and develop empathy and imagination.   



 

 
 

 

• Spend time reading for at least 10 minutes each evening. There is an expectation of at least 3 recorded 
reads weekly.  

• Children need to record what has been read and should collect NEW or INTERESTING vocabulary in 
the comment boxes.  

• Please ensure that your child’s green reading record is in school daily AND HANDED IN EACH 
MONDAY FOR CHECKING. 

  

  

Maths  

This term in maths, we will look at place value, the four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division) and fractions. Children will read, write, order and compare numbers up to one million; use formal 
methods to add and subtract numbers with more than 4 digits; solve problems involving multiplication and 
division including using knowledge of factors, multiples, squares and cubes; compare and order fractions and 
identify equivalent fractions.   

  

Your child should also regularly practise their times tables up to 12 times tables. It is recommended that children 
spend 10 minutes per night to improve their knowledge and speed. To help with maths progress, they must know 
all their times tables with confidence and be able to recall them rapidly. Each child has an account for TT 
Rockstars which will help them to improve. Children will have a weekly times tables test every Friday. 

  
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 
Science  

 

  

                  Year 5: Properties and Changes of Materials Knowledge Mat (Chemistry)     What changes and 
why? 
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History 

 

Geography  

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

Computing  

In the Autumn term, children are developing their skills in creating interactive digital content. They will explore 
how to design, create, test and improve educational quizzes and learn about the purpose and structure of 
databases. Children will also use 2DIY3D to plan and create their own video games, designing characters and 
game worlds, adding features, testing playability and evaluating games created by others.  

 

 

 

Art and Design   

  

  

 

 

  



 

 
 

 

Design and Technology  

In Design and Technology, we will develop the skill of stitching in our Textiles topic resulting in the children 
designing and making a cushion. Throughout the unit, we will combine different materials and more complex 
stitching.  

  

  

Spanish  

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

  

Music  

In Music, children will develop their creativity through improvisation, experimenting with melodies over a 
steady drone or groove. They will also learn how to compose their own short pieces of music using ternary form 
(A-B-A), exploring how repetition and contrast can be used to structure a composition. Children will use digital 
tools to create, develop and share their musical ideas, working independently or collaboratively.  

  

 

PE (MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY) 

PE is a part of the national curriculum and it is essential that children have the right kit for these lessons in order 
to participate. An indoor and outdoor kit (in a small, string kit bag) should be in school at all times.   

KIT REQUIREMENTS – PLAIN WHITE T-SHIRT/POLO SHIRT, DARK BLUE OR BLACK SHORTS / 
DARK BLUE SKIRT / BLACK PUMPS / TRAINERS / WARM OUTDOOR (hoodless) TOP  

We will tell your child when they should take their kits home to be washed.  



 

 
 

 

Homework  

Homework tasks (Spelling, English and Maths) will be given on a Thursday and should be completed by the 

following Monday. It is expected that tasks are completed to the same high standard that tasks in school are 

completed. It is also expected that they will complete 30 minutes per week on TTRockstars and complete 3 

reads of their school reading book per week. 

  

PARENTS PLEASE NOTE:  Please check the school websites and tweets regularly 
www.stmaryscecrompton.oldham.sch.uk/         

Look for the learning pages / class pages / Year 5 for updates on homework, messages for the children and other 
reminders.  

If you have any questions, please come and speak to us before or after school or contact the office for an 
appointment.  

  

Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter.  

 

‘Love one another as Jesus 
loves us.’  


