
Year 3 spring newsletter 2026 
 

After a wonderful first term with Year 3, I hope that you have all had a lovely Christmas break and 

have managed to relax and spend some time with your families. I am really looking forward to the 

year ahead and getting to know each of you more. Going forwards this year, Mrs Burke will teach 

Year 3 on a Wednesday. We will be supported by Mrs Procter, Miss Fisher, Miss Mellor and Mrs 

Roberts. 

Our classroom is a happy and caring environment where we support and encourage one another to 

achieve our full potential. We will always ‘Love one another as Jesus loves us.’ 

 

Listed below are some of the topics that we will cover this term. 

English 

At St Mary’s CE we are creative and thoughtful writers! We want the children at our school 

to love writing, words and the English language. Throughout the Spring term, we will cover a 

range of text types including mystery stories, poetry, instructions and diary entries. We will also 

focus on writing a range of sentence structures and developing the variety of punctuation which 

we use.  

Some of our targets are 

 To extend the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range of 

conjunctions 

 To proof read for spelling and punctuation errors  

 To use adverbs e.g. then, next, soon 

This term, we will continue to revisit punctuation taught in previous year groups to ensure 

consistency (capital letters, full stops, question marks, exclamation marks, commas in a list, 

apostrophes to mark omission and singular possession in nouns). We will also discuss other types 

of punctuation we may come across in texts and we will build on recognising how to use inverted 

commas to appropriately punctuate speech.  

Throughout Year 3, we aim to increase legibility, consistency and fluency in handwriting. The 

children have made great progress this term in their handwriting books and we will now focus on 

transferring these handwriting skills across all subjects.  

Spelling is an important component of writing. Spellings are best learnt little and often rather than 

all in one go. In Year 3, spellings and a related spelling activity will be sent home each Wednesday.  



Reading 

 

The National Year of Reading 2026 has the theme ‘Go All In’. Everyone is encouraged to explore 

all kinds of stories, books, comics, magazines, websites and even audiobooks.   

In Year 3, pupils should spend time reading for at least 15 minutes each day. There is an 

expectation of at least 3 recorded reads weekly. 

 Children need to record what has been read and should collect NEW or INTERESTING 

vocabulary in the comment boxes. They should discuss the meaning of new words 

encountered. 

 Please ensure that your child’s green reading record is in school daily. 

 

 

Maths 

This term in maths, we will look multiplication and division, money, statistics, length & perimeter, 

and fractions.  

It is imperative that your child continues to regularly practise times-tables and be able to recall 

them rapidly (x2, x5, x10, x3, x4, x8). It is also important that your child continues to develop their 

arithmetic skills.  

To help with maths progress, they must know their times tables with confidence. Each child has an 

account for TT Rockstars which will help them to improve. The children should spend a minimum 

of 30minutes per week practicing.  



 

Science 

In science we will look at the human body, our teeth and eating healthily. 

 



 

RE 

In RE , the first term looks at What is it like for someone to follow God ? 

Then in the second half term we look at the Islamic faith and the major festivals and worship. 

 



 

Geography 

In geography we have a field study looking at Rivers and we look forward to our trip to 

Castleshaw on 12th February 

 



Art and Design  

In art and design we will become sculptors ! 

 

Design and Technology 

In DT, we will be looking at Food and Nutrition. Together, we will explore a range of pre-packed 

sandwiches and their nutritional contents. The children will make a Healthy Sandwich to a given 

criteria. 

 

Computing 

In the Spring term, we will explore online safety, spreadsheets and coding.  

 

Languages 

At St Mary’s. our chosen Modern Foreign Language is Spanish. We will recap our learning of 

phonics in Spanish and greetings. We will also now be learning about animals and instruments.  



 

 

Music 

At St Mary’s CE we are Musicians! We want the children at our school to love music. We will 

continue to build on  prior learning in music. 

 

PE 

PE is a part of the national curriculum and it is essential that children have the right kit for these 

lessons in order to participate. An indoor and outdoor kit (in a small, string kit bag)  should be in 

school at all times.  

KIT REQUIREMENTS – PLAIN WHITE T-SHIRT/POLO SHIRT, DARK BLUE OR BLACK 

SHORTS / DARK BLUE SKIRT / BLACK PUMPS / TRAINERS / WARM OUTDOOR (hoodless) 

TOP 

We will tell your child when they should take their kits home to be washed. 



 

Homework 

In Year 3 
 15 minutes daily reading and discussion of text. Children to record in green reading record 

newly discovered vocabulary or interesting words and discuss their meanings. At least 3 

recorded reads per 7 days. 

 Learn weekly spellings and complete a spelling related activity (test each Wednesday and 

new spellings are given out on the same day.) 

 Times Tables Rock Stars - 30 minutes minimum each week. 

 

PARENTS PLEASE NOTE:  Please check the school websites regularly 

www.stmaryscecrompton.oldham.sch.uk/        

Look for the learning pages / class pages / Year 3 for updates on homework, messages for the 

children and other reminders. 

If you have any questions, please come and speak to me before or after school or contact the office 

for an appointment. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter. 

 

Mrs Hepworth and Mrs Burke 

 

 
‘Love one another as Jesus loves us.’ 


