
 

Prayer  
 
Father God, 
We thank you for all that we have learned in this first term in our new classes. Help us to take 
time to reflect on the things we have initially found hard and the way we have persevered to 
improve. We thank you for the fun times spent with our classmates and are sorry if we have 
not always made good choices towards others.  
We thank you for our teachers who have supported us and worked hard to help us.  
Be with us and our families as we have a week to relax and refresh. Keep us all safe as we 
embark on days out or on trips away, until we are back together as our school family. 
Amen 
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Little Explorers 
 
Little Explorers had a lovely 
visit to the library.  
They listened to some stories, 
made a little friendly ghost and 
enjoyed choosing books to 
bring back to school. 
 
 
 
 

 
Little Explorers have been reading 
the book 'Car, Car, Truck, Jeep' 
this week and enjoyed doing their 
own vehicle survey watching the 
different traffic going past school. 
 

WINNING HOUSE THIS WEEK 

    RIBBLE 
WINNING HOUSE THIS TERM 

   YARROW 

https://www.facebook.com/people/Eccleston-St-Marys-CE-Primary-School/100064054624454/
https://twitter.com/eccleston_ce?lang=en-GB


Worship at Church 

 
On Wednesday, Year 2 and 3 walked to 
Eccleston St. Mary's Church to join Father 
Jordan and the congregation for Morning 
Worship.  
 
The children listened attentively, took part in the 
service and they also enjoyed asking Father 
Jordan a variety of questions before they 
returned to school. 

Gift Group 
 
 
During worship on Monday, Fr Jordan presented our new 
GIFT group with their badges. We offered prayers for them 
as they begin leading prayer and Worship in school. 

 

Tennis Coaching 
 
Year 3 and 4 took part in a session with Tennis Coach Guy from 
Mawdesley Tennis Club on Monday afternoon!  
 
The children displayed lots of super skills and thoroughly 
enjoyed the activities provided.   

Little Explorers and Reception 
 
Little Explorers and Reception Class have been learning all about Diwali this week. We 
watched a video all about Deeya celebrating Diwali with her family. We then loved creating 
mehndi patterns, firework pictures on the IPAD and rangoli patterns on the playdough table 
and also outside using chalk.  
We had a lovely afternoon together!  



Year 4 
 
What a fabulous lunchtime Year Four had at Verdes on Monday! They decorated chef hats 
and created their own pizzas before 
very much enjoying eating them! 
 
A huge thank you to Verdes for such 
wonderful hospitality and 
generosity.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Throughout the rest of the week, Year 4 have been preparing and making Quesadillas—
fabulous practice of chopping, slicing and grating skills. Thanks to Mrs Scard and Miss Trower 
for assisting in the kitchen today! 
 
 

Year 1 
 
 
Year 1 have been learning how to add "-ed" 
and "-ing" to verbs in phonics this week.  
They played a game of charades using 
different verbs. Each child had to choose a 
word from the pile and act it out without 
speaking. The rest of the class then guessed 
what 'verb' they were acting out.  
 
They had lots of fun whilst practising their 
reading skills!  



KS2 Reading Raffle Winners 

Congratulations to our KS2 Reading Raffle winners for this half term!  

It’s wonderful to see so many children engaging with reading at home and earning raffle 
tickets through their dedication and enthusiasm for books. Each ticket represents valuable 
reading time — and every reader is a winner in our eyes! 

At the end of each half term, a raffle draw takes place and one lucky winner from each class 
receives a brand-new book as their prize. 

This half term, we were especially excited to offer some extra special prizes — books 
personally signed by author and illustrator Nadia Shireen! 

Well done to all our readers — keep up the fantastic reading at home, and who knows, 
maybe next half term you’ll be our lucky winner! 

 
 
 
 

Eco Council 
 
The Eco Council endured the bad weather 
and got stuck in with some more gardening 
this week.  They enjoyed picking potatoes 
from our garden and even got to take some 
home to cook and eat.  
We look forward to planting more potatoes 
and hopefully harvesting more next time.  

School Photos 
 
Please remember to send your school photos back, along with payment, by 
Wednesday 5th November.  Thank you. 

Year 3 SODA 
 
We were delighted to welcome parents and carers into our classroom for the Year 3 SODA 
this morning.  Thank you so much to everyone who came. 



 
A Message from our New Governor Peter Holland 
 
 
I’d like to thank all the parents for electing me as your new parent 
governor, I am honoured and will give this my utmost to ensure we 
preserve and promote what is special about our school, together.  
My wife, Ette, has been a well-known and liked face around school life 
for several years, I could see her community spirit and passion, which 
she is now looking to formalise through contributing to the various 
social and community events. That inspired me to get involved myself 
and support the school in this new role. 
 
We have a daughter, Isla, who is currently in Year 4 and our son Noah, who is a regular and 
familiar face (noise) at Jellybeans, and like all parents, we’re passionate about helping ensure 
that St. Mary’s continues to be a wonderful place for our children to live, learn and grow. St 
Mary’s is at the heart of our community and built on the foundations of good morals, manners, 
understanding and ethics – this is something I will look to emanate in my role. 
 
If you’d like to get in touch with me, you can email me at P.holland@st-marys-
eccleston.lancs.sch.uk. However, please remember that if you have any specific concerns 
or issues, the correct first point of contact should always be the school directly. 
Thank you again for your trust and support. I’m looking forward to working with you all to 
continue making St. Mary’s the fantastic school it is.’ 

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2025 
 
Poppies and poppy merchandise will be on sale in school, to support the Royal 
British Legion 2025 Poppy Appeal, from Monday 3rd November.  Please send 
change in to school with your child. 

Chorley Sports Partnership 
 
Last Friday, Chorley Schools Sports Partnership celebrated 2O 
years with a special Awards Evening at Chorley Town Hall.  
Miss Slater and Mrs Rodofile were invited to share in the 
wonderful occasion and were so touched to hear that all raffle 
donations were dedicated to raising money towards our 'Garden for 
Hannah'.  
On behalf of all our  St. Mary's family, we would like to extend a 
huge thank you to Gemma and her team at CSSP for the £138 
raised.   
 

We are also delighted to share that Mrs Rodofile has been 
presented with a “20 Years of Service” award in recognition of her 
long-standing dedication to the Chorley Sports Partnership. For over 
two decades—and still going strong—she has worked tirelessly to ensure that the children 
of St Mary’s are offered a wide range of exciting sporting opportunities across Chorley. 

We are incredibly proud of the rich sporting provision here at St Mary’s, and Mrs Rodofile 
and Miss Slater continue to give our pupils the chance to take part in a variety of both 
competitive and non-competitive sport. 



Upcoming Dates 
 
                                                                                 
 

School Closes for Half Term on Friday 24th October at 3.20pm and re-opens on  
    Monday 3rd November at 8.45 am. 
 
 
Tuesday 4th November   9.30am    NCMP YR & Y6 
 
Wednesday 5th November  1.00pm    School Library Bus Visit 
 
Friday 7th November    9.30am    School Open Morning 
 
Friday 7th November    3.20-4.30pm   PTFA Film Night KS1 
 
Friday 7th November    4.45-6.00pm   PTFA Film Night KS2 
 
Tuesday 11th November   10.45-11.45am   Remembrance Service 
            (At School-Please Join Us) 
 
Friday 14th November   9.00am    Y3 Class Worship 
            (Please Join Us) 
 
Wednesday 19th November  1.15-3.15pm   Flu Immunisations 
 
Friday 21st November   8.45-9.15am   SODA Y2 
 
Monday 24th November   All Day    Staff INSET Day 
 
Wednesday 26th November  9.00-10.30am   Y5 Worship at Church 
 
 
Friday 28th November   8.45-9.15am   SODA Y1 
 
Friday 28th November   4.00pm    Winter Wonderland 
 
Monday 1st December     1.30 pm    Open Afternoon 
 
Friday 5th December    8.45—9.15am   SODA YR 

 
Tuesday 9th December   9.30am    Infant Dress Rehearsal 

 
Tuesday 9th December   2.00pm    Choir Performing for Over  
            60’s Club Bateman Hall 
 
Wednesday 10th December  8.30 am-2.00pm  Panto at Winter Gardens 
 
Thursday 11th December   2.00pm    Infant Performance 
 
Thursday 11th December   6.00pm    Infant Performance 
 
Friday 12th December   All Day    Christmas Jumper Day 
 
Friday 12th December   8.45—9.15 am    SODA  - Nursery 



Upcoming Dates — Cont.. 
 
 
Friday 12th December   12.00pm   Christmas Lunch 
 
Friday 12th December    1.30pm   Junior Dress rehearsal 
 
Monday 15th December   2.00pm   Junior Performance 
 
Tuesday 16th December   9.30am   Junior Community Performance 
 
Tuesday 16th December   6.00pm   Junior Performance 
 
Wednesday 17th December  10.30-11.30am  Choir at Caffe Manna  
 
Thursday 18th December   9.00am   Junior Christmas Party 
 
Thursday 18th December   1.00pm   Infant Christmas Party 
 
Thursday 18th December   5.30pm   Carol Service St Mary’s Church 
 
Friday 19th December   9.00-10.00am  Whole school Carol Singing 
  
  School Closes for Christmas on Friday 19th December at 2.00pm  
    and reopens at 8.45am on Monday 5th January 
 

Letters Home 
 
Archery After School Club, YR, KS1 & KS2—Flyer KS2 Singing Sensations—Letter 
 
Girls’ Football After School Club, YR, KS1 & KS2—Flyer 
 
PTFA Film Night KS1/ KS2—Letter    YR, KS1, KS2 Elf the Musical—Letter 
 
Whole School Children in Need/ Day for Joy—Letter   

Sports and Social Clubs—please note new clubs starting after half term. 
             
Monday    Guitar Lessons KS2              Lunchtime 

Tuesday    Archery Games       3.20-4.10pm 

Tuesday    Choir KS2        3.20-4.15pm 

Thursday     Spanish Club-All Years     8.00-8.45am 

Thursday     Fantastic Book Awards     Lunchtime 

Thursday    Girls’ Football       3.20-4.10pm 

Friday    Brass Club       3.20-4.15pm 

 



St Mary’s School Open Days 
 
 
You are warmly invited to come along to our 
school open days. 
 
During the remaining sessions on the 7th 
November and 1st December you will be able to 
visit each of our classrooms whilst lessons are in 
progress and speak, not only to staff, but to the 
pupils too. 
 
Staff and governors will be on hand to guide you 
around and answer any queries you may have.  
Mrs Birchall, our headteacher, will also be 
available to speak to you, should you have 
anything you wish to discuss. 
 
We look forward to showing you around our 
wonderful school! 

School Library Service 
 
Library Book Returns 

Please could all library books be returned to 
school by Monday 3rd November (the first 
day back after half term). The School Library 
Service will be collecting all library books on 
Wednesday 5th November. 

On this day, the ‘Book Bus’ will be visiting 
school, giving the children a wonderful 
opportunity to choose some new books to 
restock our library shelves — ready for 
everyone to enjoy a brand-new range of 
exciting reads! 

Elf The Musical 
 
Please look out for a text from our School 
Money Payments system for information 
about our Christmas trip to see Elf the 
Musical.  Payments will be in two 
instalments ,and can be made on School 
Money. 

 




