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St. Luke’s Mission Statement:

We believe in providing our pupils with the skills to be resilient, independent and brave. We look to God to help us be loving neighbours, caring stewards and reflective individuals. We do this through a rich diverse curriculum, which is inclusive, accepting and supportive.

‘For with God, nothing shall be impossible’ (Luke 1:37)


What this looks like in Art & Design
Art lessons focus on the process of creating and helping children understand that mistakes are part of learning. When working on Art projects, children are encouraged to keep going even if their work doesn't turn out as they imagined at first. This builds their resilience, teaching them that they can overcome challenges.  Through experimenting with different materials or styles, children learn to view mistakes as opportunities for growth, a skill that will help them be resilient in all aspects of life.
Working together on art projects promotes teamwork and helps students learn to appreciate others’ contributions. Projects that focus on kindness, empathy, or the environment can teach children how to be loving neighbours and responsible stewards of the world around them.
The use of recycled or natural materials in art projects nurtures creativity and teaches children the importance of caring for their local environment and the wider world.
Children are encouraged to reflect on their artwork, discussing what they enjoyed about the process or what they could improve.  This helps children become more reflective individuals, allowing them to develop self-awareness and emotional intelligence.

Rationale


The Kapow Art Scheme is adapted to be a vocabulary rich, enquiry base curriculum. This provides a comprehensive, supportive, and inclusive framework that fosters creativity, personal growth, and resilience.  Art lessons provide a clear framework that ensures all children are offered opportunities to explore their creativity while developing essential skills.

Art allows children to explore their creativity, express themselves, and develop their imagination. Through structured art lessons, students are encouraged to think outside the box, try new techniques, and experiment with a wide range of materials. 

Through Art, we aim to inspire children and build confidence in a subject where they can flourish and achieve success through experimenting and inventing their own works of art. 
The scheme supports pupils to meet the National curriculum end of key stage attainment targets.


Intent

Art at St Lukes is designed to give pupils every opportunity to develop their ability, nurture their talent and interests and express their ideas and thoughts about the world.  
Each lesson is designed to engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design.
Children from Nursery to Y6 are have Art lessons and produce work showing a clear progression of skills.

Art in EYFS

Children have daily art lessons taught through the Expressive Arts and Design strand of the early Years curriculum.  Children are taught art skills in teacher led sessions as well as through the continuous provision.
Expressive Art and Design includes Art, Music and Dance and Drama.
For young children creativity is the foundations of learning in all subject areas.

“Before children write, they paint.  
As soon as they stand, they dance.  
Before children speak, they sing as Art is the basis of human expression.”
                                                                                                                          (Phylicia Rashad, Actor)

Implementation 

The four key areas of learning are: taught are:
· Drawing 
· Painting and mixed-media 
· Sculpture and 3D 
· Craft and design
These four areas form the backbone of the scheme, ensuring pupils gain a breadth of experience across different art forms and techniques.
In order to explore, experiment and deepen their knowledge, children will be asked a key question at the beginning of each topic. This will encourage them to research and build on their previous knowledge and skills.

Art is taught in a block on a half termly basis alternating with DT.See Art Curriculum Overview for details of the scheme.
                                                                                                           
Inclusion

We are committed to ensuring that all pupils are able to access a broad, high quality curriculum. Pupils are likely to learn at different rates and require different levels and types of support. We seek to understand pupils’ differences, including their different levels of prior knowledge and potential barriers to learning. We use adaptive teaching where we focus on how teachers can help all learners reach the same goal and learn the same skills and concepts at their own individual level. In order to meet the additional needs of individual SEND pupils at St. Luke’s, we tailor resources, organise classroom environments and buy further resources as and when the need arises. 
How do we promote SMSC and British Values?

SMSC and British values are consistently promoted through the curriculum, and in Art (through Speaking and Listening and  Communication and Language) particularly through choice of texts, discussions, topics and themes we are studying. We aim to ensure that children have exposure to genres and styles from other cultures and many of our topics provide opportunities for discussion about PHSCE and SMSC topics, friendships, democracy, treating others with respect and kindness, rules of law, individual liberty and freedom of choice.

Safeguarding

We promote safeguarding and wellbeing of all of our children at all times throughout the curriculum. Our children are given opportunities to develop self-confidence and resilience; they are taught to challenge, question and make informed choices, and are given skills to resolve conflicts. Should any pupil make a disclosure, all staff are aware of the safeguarding policy and follow our safeguarding procedure.

Impact

Engaging in art activities like drawing, painting, and sculpting helps children develop their fine motor skills and hand-eye coordination. Art encourages children to think creatively, explore new ideas, and develop problem-solving skills.  Children also develop their observation skills, paying attention to details, textures, and colours.  Creating art can give children a sense of pride and accomplishment, boosting their self-esteem and confidence. Art provides an outlet for children to express their emotions, thoughts, and feelings in a healthy and constructive way. Exploring art forms and styles can help children develop empathy and understanding of different cultures and perspectives. Group art projects promote teamwork, communication, and collaboration among children.
Research suggests that art education can have a positive impact on children's academic performance, particularly in maths and reading. Analysing and interpreting art can help children develop critical thinking skills and learn to evaluate information. 
Overall, Art education can have a profound and lasting impact on children's cognitive, emotional, and social development.

Reading

Reading has the highest priority in our school: The ability to read and comprehend fluently impacts on pupils’ ability to access Art and to attain and achieve to their maximum potential. Poor reading skills are a limiting factor to pupils’ future life chances and the ability to deepen and widen their understanding of Art. In Art, there is a wealth of new vocabulary for children to practise, learn and develop. Therefore, in lessons, teachers are conscious that some language may be complex for children to understand. Consequently, every effort is made by teachers to embed and secure a deeper understanding of terminologies through the use of reading, investigations, research, discussion, etc. Within Art there are 4 strands that each define the importance of reading within the whole subject for all year groups, these are, Drawing, Painting and mixed-media, Sculpture and 3D, Craft and design. 
During lessons children are given opportunities to discuss and critique works of art, communicating and evaluating information, in addition to constructing explanations. 
Communication and Language Policy Statement

Secure communication and language skills are prioritised in our school as they bedrock of all subjects within St. Luke’s. Being competent and confident in these areas lays the foundation for a successful future for our children and it is essential that these skills are nurtured and developed at every stage of their schooling. 
Language is fundamental to life and without it, limits experiences, reduces positive and purposeful interactions and creates additional challenge. Having a large bank of vocabulary helps children learn more. Words allow them to make sense of the world around them and therefore opens the doors of opportunity throughout their lives. Going hand in hand with language skills, communication skills are essential. If children cannot communicate effectively, they are limited in all areas of their school life, not only with regard to academic progression, but socially, emotionally and spiritually, too.
This is why we believe that, by fostering and developing the acquisition and understanding of communication and language skills, our children can effectively use words, share their emotions and communicate appropriately through body language, too. In turn, they will thrive and prosper throughout school and beyond.

Opportunities for Out of School Learning

Children may receive Art homework based on their current topic. Please see class pages for topic homework and apps/links.
Children of St Luke’s can also use their purple mash login at home to access a number of programs that can help to improve their designing skills.
School day trips and residential stays can provide opportunities for observing artworks in galleries, museums and the wider world.

Manchester offers a variety of out-of-school art activities for primary-aged children, providing opportunities for creative expression, skill development, and cultural enrichment. Here are some options you might consider:

1. Z-arts (Hulme):
Z-arts offers tailored creative learning programs for primary school pupils, including workshops in drama, dance, art, music, and yoga. They emphasize inquiry-based learning, encouraging students to explore big questions through creative activities. They also offer targeted workshops to build social skills, confidence, and emotional resilience. Z-arts
2. Awesome Arts Club:
Awesome Arts Club runs after-school art clubs and a Saturday morning art club for primary-aged children in Manchester. Their programs are designed to be fun and inclusive, building children's confidence in communicating their ideas through visual art. They draw inspiration from both historical and contemporary artists. Awesome Arts Club
3. Whitworth Art Gallery:
The Whitworth Art Gallery hosts the Feel Good Kids Art Club, offering art and mindfulness sessions for children aged 7-12. These sessions aim to help children explore calming mindfulness techniques while connecting with nature and creating meaningful artwork. The club meets on specific Saturdays throughout the year, and booking is essential. whitworth.manchester.ac.uk
4. Manchester Art Gallery:
Manchester Art Gallery provides a free and welcoming space for families, offering a variety of events and activities for children, parents, and carers. Their family gallery, The Lion’s Den, is open during gallery hours and features interactive and creative experiences. Manchester Art Gallery
5. Fired Paint a Pot Café (Bury):
Located just north of Manchester, Fired Paint a Pot Café offers pottery painting sessions where children can decorate their own pottery pieces. It's a family-friendly environment that encourages creativity and hands-on art experiences.HodgePodgeDays
6. Ordsall Hall (Salford):
Ordsall Hall hosts arts and crafts workshops suitable for both adults and children. These workshops often coincide with school holidays, providing engaging activities that combine history and creativity.HodgePodgeDays
7. Elizabeth Gaskell House:
This historic venue offers various craft sessions, including "Crafternoon Tea" for adults and craft activities for children during school breaks. It's a great place to explore history while engaging in creative projects.HodgePodgeDays
8. Arts and Crafts Venues:
For a comprehensive list of arts and crafts venues in and around Manchester, you can refer to this guide, which highlights various locations offering creative activities suitable for children. Day Out With The Kids
Before planning your visit, it's advisable to check the current availability, booking requirements, and any age-specific guidelines for each activity or venue.

Assessment
Our school has clear and streamlined monitoring and evaluation schedules which support a shared vision of what pupil progress looks like. Monitoring and evaluation schedules are made up of pupil voice activities, staff dialogue, work scrutiny, learning walks and lesson observations. Assessment in our school takes account of:

-Assessment data
-PPMs
-Monitoring outcomes (pupil voice, work scrutiny, subject deep-dives)

This information is combined to support a deep understanding of school wide and individual needs.

Assessment informs our teaching in Art and supports our children to develop and progress well. We assess in the following ways:

· Assessment for Learning: Children are involved in the process of self-improvement, recognising their achievements and acknowledging where they could improve. DT activities throughout each unit ensure progression, achievement and success. 
· Active Feedback: Children receive immediate (or nearly immediate), specific feedback to support them to react, think analytically and develop well during learning sessions 

· Ongoing teacher assessment, reviewing children’s learning (performance, group work, written work) and pupil dialogue support Art assessment
· Art assessment is also supported by work scrutiny, lesson observations and pupil dialogue 

Reporting to Parents and Carers

Parents are kept regularly informed of children’s progress and attainment in Art through our open-door approach, which fosters and on-going dialogue between home and school. We hold two parents’ Evening (October and March), at which parents and carers are given a clear written and verbal indication of how their children are progressing and targets for future development. At the end of each academic year, each pupil receives a written report of their progress and attainment. Additional reports are sent home to parents of pupils at the end of EYFS, Year 1, Year 4 and Year 6 to explain their performance against national standards.

Attendance and punctuality
We actively support excellent attendance and punctuality at St Luke’s. We understand that poor attendance and punctuality can negatively affect children’s learning and achievements. There are many positive outcomes connected to good attendance and punctuality, including the positive impact on attainment, progress and achievement and excellent social and emotional wellbeing. 
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