Writing in KS1


Writing in KS1
In KS1, writing builds on EYFS foundations by combining transcription skills (handwriting and spelling) with composition skills (sentence building, grammar, and purpose), taught through daily practice, modelled writing, and meaningful contexts. Children are introduced to and become familiar with the writing process (‘The St Luke’s Writing Journey’) of planning, drafting, editing and sharing.  The English lesson units are based around high quality texts to provide excellent genre models as well as engaging stimuli for writing. Children learn how to write for a range of real life and creative purposes. Underpinning this, is the necessity to develop strong speaking and listening skills as thee form the foundations of communication and lead to more fluent and confident writers.
Year 1 focuses on building secure foundations in handwriting by instruction of correct letter formation, phonics-based spelling, and simple sentence writing.  Then, Year 2 extends this into more fluent, accurate, and purposeful writing with greater stamina, vocabulary, and grammar. Pupils are taught in whole class, small group and guided sessions, and adaptive teaching strategies ensure that children make good progress from their own starting points. 
By the end of KS1, children should be able to:
· Write coherent narratives and simple non-fiction texts.
· Use basic punctuation accurately (capital letters, full stops, exclamation marks and question marks).
· Spell most common words correctly and apply phonics knowledge.
· Demonstrate stamina to write at length with increasing independence
Writing opportunities in KS1:
- Daily phonics sessions
- English lessons, which progress through from investigation of the language and structural features of the genre, to vocabulary and sentence level work to support grammatical development and then to the composition of independent work.   
- Daily reading and sharing stories to develop language and vocabulary.
- Continuous provision continues for the first term in Year 1 which provides opportunities to support pupils’ fine motor skills, language development and independent learning skills. 
- Writing opportunities are threaded across the curriculum such as in Science, History, Geography, RE and PSHE. 
- Homework is set to consolidate learning, including spelling, vocabulary and sentence work.
- ‘Passion for Learning’ projects provide inspiration for independent and creative writing 

