Writing in the EYFS



Writing in the EYFS:
In the EYFS, writing is taught through play-based, meaningful experiences that build fine motor skills, phonics knowledge, and confidence in mark-making. This gradually leads to pupils being able to form recognisable letters, words, and sentences by the end of Reception.  Writing is embedded in play and everyday contexts (such as labels, signs, stories and role-play) as well as directly taught during carpet times, guided groups and one to one instruction.
In order to help our children flourish as writers, we work hard to develop their speaking and listening skills through our Storytelling project, confident adult modelling of high quality vocabulary, collaborative playing with other children, sharing of stories and songs and by creating a language-rich environment. We use the WellComm intervention programme to identify and support children with language difficulties as well as enhance the language skills of all pupils. 
Our aim is to build secure foundations through play, phonics, and oral language, so children leave Reception able to express themselves in writing with confidence and clarity.

Writing opportunities in EYFS:
- Daily name writing ‘registration’
- Daily phonics sessions
- Reading and sharing stories to develop language and vocabulary
- Fine motor skills activities throughout Continuous Provision such as cutting, threading, playdough, sand and glitter trays, using tweezers, colouring, painting, making signs,  labelling artwork and models
- Writing tasks throughout Continuous Provision linked to class themes and topical events.
- Storytelling sessions as part of our Storytelling project, supported by Jan Blake. 
- Role play area – children are able to practise writing for a range of purposes such as writing shopping lists, taking orders in a café, etc. 
- Writing areas provide opportunities for creative story writing, making labels, cards and letters to friends, etc. 
- Outdoor learning – chalkboards, mark-making in sand/water/mud/glitter trays, etc. 

