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	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Topics 
	Wonderful Me, Wonderful World 
	Blast to the Moon!
	Traditional Tales 
	Animals and Habitats
	The Secret Life of Plants 
	Let’s Get Creative  

	Assessment and moderation
	· Wellcomm and baseline assessments
· Parents Evening 

	· Ongoing teacher assessments
· In house moderation 
	· Ongoing teacher assessments
· Parents Evening 

	· Ongoing teacher assessments
· In house moderations 
	· Ongoing teacher assessments
· 
	· Pupil progress 
· End of Year Reports 

	Trips and Wow learning moments 
	· Library Visit 
· Young Explorer Event 
· Show and tell -photos from home


	· Nativity Performances 
· Library Visit 
· Legoland visit – Trafford Centre
· Whole school Christmas celebrations
· Collaborative art project – rocket building

	· Goldilocks’ Porridge Taster Session 
· World Book Day 
· Easter bonnet Parade/ events 
	· Junk modelling animal habitats (under the sea and safari landscapes)
· Farm to visit school 

	· Planting Beanstalks
· Chick hatching experience
· Caterpillar hatching 


	· Sports day 
· Transition day.
· Summer themed collaborative art project.  


	Opportunities for parental engagement.

Ongoing via ClassDojo  
	· Parents Evening 
· Reading Workshop with Parents 
	· Nativity Performance 
· Stay and play session for new starters
· Open Day 
· Home project – building mini rockets
	· Parents Evening 
· Reading Workshop for new starters. Parents 
· Stay and play session for new starters



	· Open day 
	
	· Home visits to New Nursery starters
· Stay and Play for new nursery starters  
· Reports to Parents
· Summer Fayre
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	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Topics 
	Wonderful Me, Wonderful World
	Blast to the Moon!
	Traditional Tales
	Animals and Habitats
	The Secret Life of Plants
	Let’s Get Creative  

	
	Elmer the Elephant
The Colour Monster
What Makes Me A Me?
Owl Babies
We Are All Different
The Suitcase of Belonging
You Choose
	Let's Explore Space! The Best Dress Ever!
Back to Earth with a Bump
Peace at last
The First Splash in Space
Originals Explorers: Space Role-Play

	Goldilocks The 3 Bears 
The Three Little Pigs
Little Red Riding Hood
Run, Gingerbread Man, Run!
The Three Billy Goats Gruff
Hansel and Gretel
Each Peach Pear Plum

	The Zoo Vet
Formidable Sid
Walking Through the Jungle
We All Went on Safari
Way Down Deep in the Deep Blue Sea
	The Hungry Caterpillar
Jasper's Beanstalk
The Very Helpful Hedgehog
Christopher's Caterpillars
Oliver's Vegetables
	Charlie the Firefighter
Mixed: A Colourful Story
The Dot
Barry the Fish with Fingers
Monsters Love Colours










Principles of the EYFS

The four principles of the EYFS underpin all the guidance in Birth to 5 Matters, which is designed to show how these principles work together for children in the EYFS. All children develop in different ways and development is not a linear or automatic process. It depends on each unique child having opportunities to interact in positive relationships and enabling environments that encourage their engagement and recognise their strengths. All children have agency and curiosity to learn, and will interact with other people and the world around them in different ways. Understanding these different ways of knowing about the world is central to understanding who children are and how best to support their development. 
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The Characteristics of Effective Learning 
The Characteristics of Effective Learning describe behaviours children use in order to learn. To learn well, children must approach opportunities with curiosity, energy and enthusiasm. Effective learning must be meaningful to a child, so that they are able to use what they have learned and apply it in new situations. These abilities and attitudes of strong learners will support them to learn well and make good progress in all the Areas of Learning and Development.
	Playing and Exploring 
	Active Learning 
	Thinking and Creating Critically 

	

Finding out and exploring
• Showing curiosity about objects, events and people
• Using senses to explore the world around them
• Engaging in open-ended activity
• Showing particular interests

Playing with what they know
• Pretending objects are things from their experience
• Representing their experiences in play
• Taking on a role in their play
• Acting out experiences with other people

Being willing to “have a go”
• Initiating activities
• Seeking challenge
• Showing a “can do” attitude
• Taking a risk, engaging in new experiences, and learning by trial and error
	Being involved and concentrating
• Showing a deep drive to know more about people and their world
• Maintaining focus on their activity for a period of time
• Showing high levels of involvement, energy, fascination
• Not easily distracted
• Paying attention to details
Keeping on trying
• Persisting with an activity or toward their goal when challenges occur
• Showing a belief that more effort or a different approach will pay off, and that their skills can grow and develop (growth mindset)
• Bouncing back after difficulties
Enjoying achieving what they set out to do
• Showing satisfaction in meeting their own goals (I can!)
• Being proud of how they accomplished something – not just the end result
• Enjoying meeting challenges for their own sake rather than external rewards or praise (intrinsic motivation)
	Having their own ideas (creative thinking)
• Thinking of ideas that are new and meaningful to the child
• Playing with possibilities (what if? what else?)
• Visualising and imagining options
• Finding new ways to do things
Making links (building theories)
• Making links and noticing patterns in their experience
• Making predictions
• Testing their ideas
• Developing ideas of grouping, sequences, cause and effect
Working with ideas (critical thinking)
• Planning, making decisions about how to approach a task, solve a problem and reach a goal
• Checking how well their activities are going
• Flexibly changing strategy as needed
• Reviewing how well the approach worked


Communication and Language 
The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, storytelling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.Communication and language is developed throughout the year using high quality interactions, daily discussion during class carpet times, circle times for PSHE and RE, as well as stories and singing.
We promote high quality interactions in our continuous provision using the ShREC approach, which is an evidence-informed pedagogical framework used in early years education to support language development and high-quality back-and-forth conversations between educators and young children. It emphasizes letting the child lead the interaction and focuses on building vocabulary and listening skills through meaningful dialogue.
Throughout the EYFS we run the speech and language intervention, Wellcomm, a speech and language toolkit designed to help educators identify children’s communication needs early, track their progress, and provide targeted, play-based interventions. This enables us to target children who need extra support. 

At aged 3-4 years old, most children will be able to:
• Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.
 • Pay attention to more than one thing at a time, which can be difficult.
 • Use a wider range of vocabulary.
 • Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such as “Get your coat and wait at the door”. 
• Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?” 
• Sing a large repertoire of songs. 
• Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story.
 • Develop their communication, but may continue to have problems with irregular tenses and plurals, such as ‘runned’ for ‘ran’, ‘swimmed’ for ‘swam’. 
• Develop their pronunciation but may have problems saying: - some sounds: r, j, th, ch, and sh - multisyllabic words such as ‘pterodactyl’, ‘planetarium’ or ‘hippopotamus’ 
• Use longer sentences of four to six words. 
• Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions.
 • Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns. 
• Use talk to organise themselves.
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	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	• Listen to familiar adults and peers.
• Join in with songs and rhymes.
• Respond to simple questions.
• Begin to express wants and needs.
• Take turns in conversation.
	• Talk about family and familiar events.
• Begin to use longer sentences (4–6 words).
• Follow two-part instructions.
• Ask simple questions.
• Listen during stories for increasing periods.
	• Hold back-and-forth conversations.
• Explain ideas during play.
• Retell familiar stories with support.
• Describe objects using adjectives.
• Begin to predict what might happen next
	• Ask questions to find out more.
• Explain how and why things happen.
• Use language to solve problems.
• Listen carefully to others' ideas.
• Use new vocabulary during play.
	• Retell stories independently.
• Sequence events.
• Use talk to organise play.
• Explain opinions.
• Begin using more complex sentences with connectives.
	• Speak confidently in groups.
• Hold sustained conversations.
• Explain ideas clearly.
• Listen and respond appropriately.
• Use ambitious vocabulary independently in play and discussion.

	Key Vocabulary

	· Hello, goodbye, please, thank you, friend, happy, sad, big, small, more, stop, go, listen, look, share, help, mine, yours
· Key Phrases: Can you help me?	I remember...	I think...	Please can I...?	My favourite is...	I found...    It's my turn  	I can see...	How does it work?	It happened first...	Can I tell you about...?   Your turn	I heard...	I know because...	What might happen next?	Then...	Can I play?	It is the same as...	Thank you.	It is different because...	I have an idea.	My favourite part was...	What do you think?








Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives and is fundamental to their cognitive development. Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and supportive relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children, they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life.

At aged 3-4 years old, most children will be able to:
• Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed.                                                  • Understand gradually how others might be feeling. 
This helps them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one which is suggested to them.         • Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g., brushing 
 • Develop their sense of responsibility and membership of a community.                                       teeth, using the toilet, washing and drying their hands thoroughly
• Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their setting.             • Make healthy choices about food, drink, activity and toothbrushing.
• Show more confidence in new social situations. 
• Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas.
 • Find solutions to conflicts and rivalries. For example, accepting that not everyone
 can be Spider-Man in the game, and suggesting other ideas.
 • Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are important. 
• Remember rules without needing an adult to remind them. 
• Develop appropriate ways of being assertive. 
• Talk with others to solve conflicts.
 • Talk about their feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’. 
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	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

		• I can come into Nursery with confidence. 
I can adapt to my new environment. 
• I can begin to make friends.
• I can choose an activity.
• I can tell you when I need help.
• I can begin to talk about my feelings.








	• I can play alongside my friends.
I can be kind to friends.
• I can take turns.
• I can share toys with support.
• I can follow simple routines.
• I can begin to understand classroom rules.
I know I can ask adults for help.  
	• I can tell you how I am feeling.
• I can recognise how others might feel.
• I can ask for help when I need it.
• I can join in with group activities.
• I take turns within a group and extend this to my play. 
	• I can keep trying when something is difficult.
• I can make my own choices and access learning opportunities in various parts of the classroom. 
• I can follow simple rules.
• I can become more independent during the day.
	• I can work and play with others.
• I can be kind and helpful.
I can brush my teeth.
• I can listen to other people's ideas.
• I can respect my friends.
• I can be proud of what I have achieved.
I can talk about what being healthy means. 
		
	


• I can play cooperatively with others.
• I can talk about my feelings appropriately.
• I can solve simple problems independently.
• I can keep trying even when things are hard.
• can select my own learning, showing increased independence when exploring the environment. 
I can stay focused on a task for a prolonged period of time (10mins).

	Key Vocabulary

	Emotion (emotion words, happy, sad, excited, etc), friend, share, take turns, kind, help, together, listen, respect, choice, rules, safe, careful, gentle, honest, independent, responsible, try, practise, problem, solve, achieve.





   Physical Development  
Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives11. Gross and fine motor experiences develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and positional awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating games and providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and confidence.
At aged 3-4 years old, most children will be able to:Using the PE scheme from ‘Get Set 4 PE’ we teach skills and games from the scheme in our outdoor learning provision throughout the year. Our outdoor provision provides a range of opportunities for independently practising both gross and fine motor skills.  
Fine motor skills are high priority and classrooms have dedicated fine motor activities daily. We also have a dedicated carpet time to support gross and fine motor skills to develop writing readiness. 
The continuous provision provides a multitude of opportunities for fine motor practise in the classrooms and outside. 






• Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball skills. 
• Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet.
 • Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose for a game like musical statues.
 • Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make marks.
 • Start taking part in some group activities which they make up for themselves, or in teams.
 • Increasingly be able to use and remember sequences and patterns of movements which are related to music and rhythm.
 • Match their developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the setting. For example, they decide whether to crawl, 
walk or run across a plank, depending on its length and width. 
• Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan. For example, choosing a spade to enlarge a small hole they dug with a trowel.
 • Collaborate with others to manage large items, such as moving a long plank safely, carrying large hollow blocks. 
• Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors.
 • Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils.
 • Show a preference for a dominant hand.
 • Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed, for example, putting coats on and doing up zips.
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	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	• I can move confidently around spaces.
• I am beginning to climb safely.
• I am developing balance when walking and running.
• I am beginning to use one-handed tools.
• I am learning basic self-care routines.
I can turn pages in a book. 
	• I can jump with two feet.
• I can pedal wheeled toys.
• I can use scissors with support.
• I can hold mark-making tools with increasing control.
I can use anticlockwise movements. 
• I can put on coat with help.
		



	• I can throw and catch larger balls.
• I can negotiate space safely.
• I can use tools like, chalk, pencils and paintbrushes with greater precision.
I can move wate from one vessel to another. 
• I am beginning to be independent with toileting and hygiene routines.


· 
	•I can move in different ways (hop, crawl, stretch).
• I can begin to use pincers or tweezers.
• I am can begin to use a zip and squeeze a peg with finger and thumb.
• I am developing pencil control.
	• I can travel confidently in different ways
I can trace letters and shapes I nthe sand. 
• I can use equipment safely.
• I can draw recognisable shapes.
• I can manage self-care with increasing independence.
 I can use scissors to cut a shape. 
	• I can combine movements with control.
• I can show good coordination.
• I can demonstrate independence in dressing and hygiene.
• I can use a comfortable pencil grip in play. 


	Key Vocabulary

	Run, walk, jump, hop, crawl, climb, balance, throw, catch, kick, pull, push, squeeze, pinch, thread, cut, snip, draw, fold, stick, build, grip, wash, dry, 
Brush, zip, fasten, healthy, unhealthy, exercise, independent.  





Nursery Literacy (Writing)
It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing).
 At aged 3-4 years old, most children will be able to:We allow dedicated carpet time for supporting physical skills, and ‘readiness for writing’ practising gross motor skills (like squiggle while you wiggle) to feed into fine motor and coordination skills.
The continuous provision provides a variety of exciting mark making activities using a range of media; sensory/messy play trays, large paper on easels or the floor, chalk, painting, etc. 
We teach phonics daily using the Twinkl phonics scheme to practise our phonological awareness skills. 

 • Understand the five key concepts about print:
      - print has meaning - print can have different purposes 
      - we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom 
      - the names of the different parts of a book 
      - page sequencing 
• Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can: 
      - spot and suggest rhymes 
      - count or clap syllables in a word
      - recognise words with the same initial sound, such as money and mother 
• Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary. 
• Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. For example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page; writing ‘m’ for mummy. 
• Write some or all of their name. 
• Write some letters accurately.
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	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

		• I can make marks using different tools.
• I can use crayons, chalks and paintbrushes.
• I can give meaning to my marks.

• I can use my fingers to make marks in different materials.





	




	
	


· 
		
	• I can use smaller movements to draw.
• I can draw people and familiar objects.
• I can tell you what my marks mean.
• I can begin to use a comfortable grip.
• I can copy simple lines and shapes.



		


• I can tell you about my drawing.
• I can make different types of marks.
• I can use large movements to draw lines and circles.
• I can begin to recognise my name.
• I can enjoy drawing and painting.

	• I can recognise some letters, especially those in my name.
• I can attempt to write some letters.
• I can use drawing and marks to tell a story.
• I can add details to my pictures.
• I can use different tools with increasing control.

		
	


• I can attempt to write my name.
• I can use some recognisable letters.
• I can draw with more detail.
• I can use writing during my play.
• I can draw pictures to show my ideas.

	• I can use marks and letters to share my ideas.
• I can write some letters that are recognisable.
I can write my name.
• I can use writing for different purposes in my play.
• I can talk about what I have written.
• I enjoy making books, lists and labels.

	Key Vocabulary

	Mark, draw, write, paint, colour, line, zigzag, pattern, picture, pencil, crayon, pen, chalk, paintbrush, paper, whiteboard, letter, name, label, list, message, sign, caption, grip, copy, trace.





Nursery Literacy (Reading)
It Reading and storytelling is a core part of our curriculum in EYFS. Alongside daily phonics sessions, we ensure plentiful opportunities to apply phonics skills around the classroom in the continuous provision. We aim to foster a lifelong love of reading and provide opportunities for reading throughout the continuous provision. We read stories at the end of the day and have weekly session with our resident storyteller, these sessions really promote new vocabulary and comprehension skills.  
We allow dedicated carpet time for supporting physical skills, and ‘readiness for writing’ practising gross motor skills (like squiggle while you wiggle) to feed into fine motor and coordination skills.
The continuous provision provides a variety of exciting mark making activities using a range of media; sensory/messy play trays, large paper on easels or the floor, chalk, painting, etc. 
We teach phonics daily using the Twinkl phonics scheme to practise our phonological awareness skills. 

 At aged 3-4 years old, most children will be able to:
 • Understand the five key concepts about print:
      - print has meaning - print can have different purposes 
      - we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom 
      - the names of the different parts of a book 
      - page sequencing 
• Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can: 
      - spot and suggest rhymes 
      - count or clap syllables in a word
      - recognise words with the same initial sound, such as money and mother 
• Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary. 
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	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	•




 I can choose a book to look at.
• I can hold a book the right way up.
• I can turn the pages carefully.
• I can listen to a story.
• I can join in with songs and rhymes.
• I can begin to recognise my name.
	• I can talk about pictures in a book.
• I can join in with repeated words and phrases.
• I can talk about my favourite story.
• I can recognise my own name.
• I can hear words that rhyme.
• I am beginning to clap syllables. 
	• I can remember parts of a familiar story.
• I can talk about what I can see in a book.
• I can recognise some familiar signs and logos.
• I can enjoy listening to longer stories.
• I can begin to predict what might happen next.
• I can sing a range of nursery rhymes. 
	• I can retell a familiar story using pictures.
• I can recognise some letters in my name.
• I can hear the first sound in some words.
• I can join in with familiar rhymes and stories and repeated refrains. 
• I can answer simple questions about a story.
• I can use new vocabulary.
	•I am beginning to say some taught sounds. 
 I can recognise more letters.
• I can talk about characters and events.
• I can choose books I enjoy.
• I can use books to find information with an adult.
• I know the different parts of a book.
	• I can retell a familiar story in order.
• I can recognise that print has meaning.
• I can recognise some environmental print.
• I can enjoy sharing books with my friends.
• I can talk about books using new words I have learnt.
 I can hear rhyming words. 
I can recognise my name. 
I am beginning to say sounds in words. 

	Key Vocabulary

	Book, story, page, cover, title, character, beginning, middle, end, then, after, once upon a time, read, listen, rhyme, remember, talk, favourite, letter, sound, word, name, sign, label.





Mathematics 
Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames for organising counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes.We use the White Rose maths scheme throughout the school and the Early Year programme is a mastery-based approach designed to help young children develop a deep, secure understanding of fundamental mathematical concepts. It focuses on hands-on, practical learning, building a "can-do" attitude towards maths.
In addition to our daily lesson, we have dedicated maths areas within the provision, offering practical maths challenges within the play. 
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 At aged 3-4 years old, most children will be able to:
 • Develop fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them individually (‘subitising’).                      
• Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5. 
• Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’).
 • Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. 
• Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5. • Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals. 
• Solve real world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5. 
• Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’.
 • Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes (for example, circles, rectangles, triangles and cuboids) using informal and mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’.
 • Understand position through words alone – for example, “The bag is under the table,” – with no pointing. 
• Describe a familiar route. 

• Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’. 
• Make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and capacity.
 • Select shapes appropriately: flat surfaces for building, a triangular prism for a roof etc. 
• Combine shapes to make new ones – an arch, a bigger triangle etc. 
• Talk about and identifies the patterns around them. For example: stripes on clothes, designs on rugs and wallpaper. 
Use informal language like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc. 
• Extend and create ABAB patterns – stick, leaf, stick, leaf.
 • Notice and correct an error in a repeating pattern.
 • Begin to describe a sequence of events, real or fictional, using words such as ‘first’, ‘then...’
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	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Comparison 1 – More than, Fewer than, Same
Shape, Space and Measure 1 – Explore and Build with Shapes and Objects
Pattern 1 – Explore Repeats
Counting 1 – Hear and Say Number Names
	Counting 2 – Begin to Order Number Names
Subitising 1 – I See 1, 2, 3
Pattern 2 – Join in with Repeats
Shape, Space and Measure 2 – Explore Position and Space
	Subitising 2 – Show Me 1, 2, 3
Counting 3 – Move and Label 1, 2, 3
Shape, Space and Measure 3 – Explore Position and Routes
Pattern 3 – Explore Pattern
	Counting 4 – Take and Give 1, 2, 3
Shape, Space and Measure 4 – Match, Talk, Push and Pull
Subitising 3 – Talk About Dots
Comparison 2 – Compare and Sort Collections
	Pattern 4 – Lead on Own Repeats
Shape, Space and Measure 5 – Start to Puzzle
Pattern 5 – Making Patterns Together
Subitising 4 – Make Games and Actions
		



Counting 5 – Show Me 5
Pattern 6 – My Own Pattern
Counting 6 – Stop at 1, 2, 3, 4, 5
Comparison 3 – Match, Sort, Compare

	• I can make collections of objects.
• I can talk about which group has more or fewer objects.
• I can notice when groups are the same.
• I can explore shapes by building and stacking.
• I can spot simple repeating patterns.
• I can join in with counting songs and rhymes.
• I can say some number names in order.
	• I can say number names in the correct order.
• I can recognise groups of 1, 2 and 3 without counting every object.
• I can copy and continue simple patterns.
• I can use words such as in, on, under and next to.
• I can explore where objects are.
• I can use maths words during my play.
	• I can show 1, 2 or 3 objects.
• I can count objects by touching each one.
• I can move while counting.
• I can follow and talk about simple routes.
• I can find patterns around me.
• I can describe where things are
	• I can count out 1, 2 or 3 objects.
• I can give the correct number of objects when asked.
• I can talk about groups of dots without always counting.
• I can compare and sort different collections.
• I can explore how objects move by pushing and pulling.
• I can explain how I sorted objects.
	• I can make my own repeating patterns.
• I can continue someone else's pattern.
• I can solve simple shape puzzles.
• I can use shapes to build pictures and models.
• I can recognise small groups quickly.
• I can use patterns in my play.
	• I can count up to 5 objects carefully.
• I can show a group of up to 5 objects.
• I can stop counting at the correct number.
• I can make my own repeating patterns.
• I can match and sort objects in different ways.
• I can compare groups and explain my thinking.
• I can use maths confidently during my play.

	Key Vocabulary

	Number, count, counting, one- five, zero, more, fewer, same, altogether, how many, one more, total, in order, next, last, group, same, compare, big, small, biggest, smallest, pattern, repeat, copy, continue, create, shape names (circle, square, triangle, rectangle) shape, side, corner, in, on, under, over, behind, in front, next to, inside, outside, long, short, tall, heavy, light, full, empty, sort, match, describe, check.


Understanding The World -Science (The Natural World)
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.

At aged 3-4 years old, most children will be able to:
 • Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.
 • Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties. 
• Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary.  
• Explore how things work. 
• Plant seeds and care for growing plants. 
• Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal. 
• Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things. 
• Explore and talk about different forces they can feel. 
• Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice.
 




	[image: ]Nursery Long Term Plan - Understanding the World (The Natural World/ Science)

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Wonderful Me, Wonderful World
	Blast to the Moon!
	Traditional Tales
	Animals and Habitats
	The Secret Life of Plants
	Let’s Get Creative  

	· I can name my main body parts and use my senses to explore the world around me.
· I can explore and talk about how I am similar to or different from my friends (e.g., eye colour, hair type).
· I can observe and talk about autumn seasonal changes (e.g., falling leaves, cooler weather).

	· I can talk about the differences between day and night, and what I can see in the sky (the sun, moon, and stars).
· I can explore forces by testing how different "rocket" objects move through the air or across the floor.
· I can observe and describe materials used to build a space rocket (e.g., shiny, hard, bumpy).

	· I can explore what happens to beans and seeds when they are given water and light (Jack and the Beanstalk).
· I can investigate materials to see which are strong, waterproof, or windproof (The Three Little Pigs).
· I can talk about different natural environments where stories take place, like deep forests or hot deserts.

	· I can talk about different animals from around the world and describe what they look like.
· I can match animals to their natural habitats (e.g., polar animals in the ice, jungle animals in the trees).
· I can show care and concern for living things and understand what animals need to stay alive (food, water, shelter).

	· I can plant a seed, observe it growing over time, and explain that plants need water, soil, and sunlight to grow.
· I can sequence the simple life cycle of a plant, a butterfly, or a frog.
· I can handle plants and minibeasts gently, using a magnifying glass to notice small details.
	· I can investigate and talk about what happens when I mix different primary colours together.
· I can explore shadows and reflections using the bright summer sunshine, mirrors, and outdoor materials.
· I can collect natural materials (leaves, petals, twigs) to create transient art and describe their properties.


	Key Vocabulary

	· Senses (sight, hearing, touch, taste, smell), body parts, Autumn, change, notice, moon, stars, space, planet, day, night, dark, light, textures, seed, growth, strong, weak, waterproof, bridge, forest, river, habitat, environment, jungle, desert, polar, ocean, shelter, camouflage, bulb, root, stem, leaf, flower, life cycle, caterpillar, tadpole, mix, shadow, reflection, bright, sun, texture, natural.




Understanding The World - History (Past and Present)
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.

At aged 3-4 years old, most children will be able to:
• Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history 
• Explore how things work.
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	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Wonderful Me, Wonderful World 
	Blast to the Moon!
	Traditional Tales
	Animals and Habitats
	The Secret Life of Plants 
	Let’s Get Creative  

	· I can look at photographs of myself as a baby and talk about how I have changed.
· I can talk about key members of my family and sharing special memories or events.
· I can use words like "baby", "big", "older", and "now" to describe the passage of time.

	· I can listen to stories about the first moon landing and talk about people from the past (like Neil Armstrong).
· I can look at pictures of old spacesuits and rockets and compare them to modern ones.
· I can begin to understand that some events happened a long time ago before I was born.
	·  I can recognize that stories starting with "Once upon a time" happened in the past.
· I can talk about old-fashioned objects or settings found in tales (e.g., castles, spinning wheels, horse-drawn carriages).
· I can compare characters in stories from different times and cultures.
	· I can talk about prehistoric animals like dinosaurs and understand that they lived a very long time ago and are now extinct.
· I can compare fossils or dinosaur skeletons with animals that are alive today.
· I can use clues (like footprints or teeth) to talk about how animals might have lived in the past.
	·  I can look at old photographs of our school or local area and notice how the natural gardens and buildings have changed.
· I can explore and talk about old-fashioned gardening tools and how people used to grow food in the past.
· I can understand that trees and plants take a long time to grow big and old.
	· I can look at, handle, and play with toys from the past and compare them to my toys today.
· I can explore art or music from different eras and talk about what I like or dislike about them.
· I can talk about how my grandparents or parents might have spent their summer days when they were little.

	Key Vocabulary

	· Past, present, now, then, baby, toddler, older, family, memory, history, space, rocket, astronaut, moon landing, ago, castle, king, queen, once upon a time, dinosaur, extinct, fossil, skeleton, change, tool, generation, old, new, classic, different.



Understanding The World -Geography and RE (People and Communities)
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.
We are multicultural school and celebrate a wide range of religious festivals throughout the year, including watching videos, looking at photos at how people celebrate around the world. We will investigate and visit our local environment, looking at maps. 

At aged 3-4 years old, most children will be able to:
• Show interest in different occupations 
• Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history 
• Explore how things work.
• Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things.
• Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice.
• Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences between people. 
• Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.




	[image: ]Nursery Long Term Plan- Understanding the World (People and Communities)

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Wonderful Me, Wonderful World 
	Blast to the Moon!
	Traditional Tales
	Animals and Habitats
	The Secret Life of Plants 
	Let’s Get Creative  

	· I can talk about my family, my home, and describe my immediate local environment.
· I can name my city (Manchester) and talk about a special place I visit in my community (like the local library).
· I can understand that Harvest is a time to celebrate food and say thank you.
	· I can talk about what the Earth looks like from space and understand that we all live on the same planet.
· I can show interest in different global celebrations and talk about how people celebrate special times with their families.
· I can show awareness of different beliefs and celebrations in my community.
	· I can listen to stories from different countries and talk about the similarities or differences in how people live.
· I can recognize differences between homes and lives in the past and present through my favourite story settings.
	· I can compare my local environment in Manchester to other contrasting environments around the world (like an African savannah or the Arctic).
· I can look at simple maps or globes to find where different people and animals live.
	· I can talk about the roles of people who help us look after nature, like farmers, park rangers, and gardeners.
· I can notice and respect different traditions and family customs during outdoor community events.
	· I can talk about "real-life superheroes" and roles in my community who help keep us safe and happy (e.g., doctors, firefighters, teachers).
· I can describe my journey to school or a walk through the local park using simple directional language.

	· Harvest 
	· Bonfire Night 
· Halloween 
· Remembrance Day
· Hanukkah 
· Diwali
· Christmas 
	· Ramadan 
· Eid al Fitr
· Shrove Tuesday 
· Easter
· Chinese New Year

	· Eid Al -Adha
	· Holi 
	· International Moon Day (linking back to our Blast to the Moon! Rocket Project)

	Key Vocabulary

	· Family, home, Manchester, community, library, Harvest, country, planet Earth, festival, celebration, traditions, mosque, church, temple, synagogue, world, culture, global, map, globe, environment, savannah, Arctic, comparison, helper, farmer, garden, season, Holi, local area, superhero, journey, safety, International Moon Day.



Expressive Art and Design
The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe.
At aged 3-4 years old, most children will be able to:
[bookmark: _Hlk234225823]•Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something else even though they are not similar. We use the Charanga Music scheme and teach a weekly session, this has a large focus on the response to music and performance and practise of nursery rhymes, often incorporating the use of instruments into these sessions. 
Children have access to a range of learning opportunities to independently explore EAD with the continuous curriculum. Creative areas allow free play and challenge in a range of media. Children have opportunities to be imaginative in role-play, small world, construction and outside areas.  

• Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses etc.
 • Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different
 buildings and a park. 
• Explore different materials freely, to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make. 
• Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them. 
• Join different materials and explore different textures. 
• Create closed shapes with continuous lines, and begin to use these shapes to represent objects.
 • Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details.
 • Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises.
 • Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear etc. 
• Explore colour and colour-mixing.
 • Listen with increased attention to sounds. 
• Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings. 
• Remember and sing entire songs.
 • Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’).
 • Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs.
 • Create their own songs or improvise a song around one they know. 
• Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas.
	[image: ]Nursery Long Term Plan- Expressive Art and Design

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Wonderful Me, Wonderful World 
	Blast to the Moon!
	Traditional Tales
	Animals and Habitats
	The Secret Life of Plants 
	Let’s Get Creative  

			· I can explore different materials using my senses to create texture collages of my face or hair.
· I can make marks using different tools to draw a picture of myself and my family.
· I can join in with familiar songs and rhymes that name body parts (e.g., Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes).
· I can pretend to be different people or characters in the home corner.





	· 






	· I can mix primary colours to create dark, starry space background paintings.
· I can choose and join materials together in different ways to build a 3D junk-model rocket.
· I can use different voices and props to act out an alien or astronaut story in the space role-play area.
· I can remember and sing familiar space-themed songs (e.g., Zoom, Zoom, Zoom, We’re Going to the Moon).

	· I can explain what I want to make before I begin constructing a house for the Three Little Pigs.
· I can use different tools and materials with increasing control to design a character puppet.
· I can use musical instruments to create sound effects that represent different characters (e.g., loud, heavy beats for a giant).
· I can invent and act out stories during small-world play using castles and forests.
			· I can create animal pictures and models with more detail, focusing on patterns like stripes, spots, or scales.
· I can use a range of techniques such as cutting, folding, and joining to build a mini-habitat or nest.
· I can create my own dances and movements to mimic different animals (e.g., slithering like snakes or stomping like elephants).





	· 



	· I can combine different natural materials (leaves, petals, seeds) and techniques to create floral transient art.
· I can plan and work with others to paint a large-scale collaborative garden or jungle mural.
· I can use music and movement to express the concept of growth (e.g., curling up small like a seed and slowly growing tall).
· I can invent my own stories and mini-performances about the creatures living in a garden.
	· I can safely use a wide range of tools and vibrant summer colours to express my feelings and experiences.
· I can share my ideas, invent, and adapt stories using open-ended creative resources.
· I can sing a wide range of songs from memory and confidently perform them with others for an audience.
· I can use movement, music, and role play to express a variety of different moods and imaginative scenarios.


	Key Vocabulary

	 Artist, design, create, explore, observe, evaluate, texture, pattern, collage, sculpture, construct, model, technique, represent, materials, beat, pulse, rhythm, melody, tempo, dynamics, instrument, perform, compose, audience, loud, quiet, character, role play, performance, audience, expression, movement, imagination, storytelling, costume, puppet, emotion.  



image3.png
St Luke's




image4.png
A Unique Child L J Positive Relationships | Enabling Environments | Learning and Development

Every child is a unique child
who is constantly learning
and can be resilient, capable,
confident and self-assured.

What can practitioners do?

« Understand and observe
each child’s development
and learning, assess
progress, plan for next
steps.

« Support babies and children
to develop a positive
sense of their own identity
and culture.

« Identify any need for
additional support.

« Keep children safe.

« Value and respect all
children and families
equally.

\.

Children learn to be strong
and independent through
positive relationships.

Positive relationships are:
+ warm and loving, and foster
a sense of belonging;

- sensitive and responsive to
the child’s needs, feelings
and interests;

- supportive of the child’s own
efforts and independence;

- consistent in setting clear
boundaries;
- stimulating;

« built on key person
relationships in early years
settings.

Children learn and develop well
in enabling environments, in
which their experiences respond
to their individual needs and
there is a strong partnership
between practitioners and
parents and carers.

Enabling environments:
- value all people

« value learning

Enabling environments offer:

- stimulating resources, relevant
to all the children’s cultures
and communities;

- rich learning opportunities
through play and playful
teaching;

« support for children to take
risks and explore.

- Creating and Thinking Critically
& J .

Children develop and learn in different
ways. The statutory framework covers
the education and care of all children in
early years provision, including children
with special educational needs and
disabilities.

Practitioners teach children by ensuring
challenging, playful opportunities
across the prime (Communication

and Language, Personal, Social and
Emotional Development and Physical
Development) and specific (Literacy,
Mathematics, Understanding the World
and Expressive Arts and Design) areas
of learning and development.

They foster the characteristics
of effective early learning:
« Playing and Exploring

« Active Learning
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