
Barty Bugle
Dear St Bartholomew’s community,

The first week back has gone by very quickly, and the children have settled back
into school wonderfully. We are all enjoying the lighter mornings and evenings — a
lovely sign that summer will soon be on its way.

We were delighted to welcome Open The Book back in to school on Tuesday
where they shared the story of The Widows Coins with the pupils. 

In Little Acorns, the children have been exploring The Smartest Giant in Town. They
created shopping lists for the giant’s new clothes and designed their own ties. They
also began a kindness chain, thinking about how kind the giant was and discussing
the kind things we can do for others. In maths, the children have been working with
numbers to 6, investigating which numbers can be added together to make 6. They
have also begun learning about St David’s Day and enjoyed making their own
Welsh flags.

In Acorn Class, our English work has focused on writing our own versions of Beegu.
The children created story maps, changed some of the original events, and
practised using the conjunction and. In maths, they have been exploring odd and
even numbers, learning that even numbers can be made from multiples of 2 while
odd numbers always have one left over. They have also enjoyed skip‑counting in
odd and even numbers. In phonics, the children have been learning alternative
sounds and new trigraphs such as are. In PE, we began Parkour, which the children
loved — they showed great confidence climbing, balancing and finding creative
ways to move around the equipment. In RE, we have started our new unit on
Easter, discussing what Easter means to Christians and talking about the things that
remind us of Easter today.

In Oak Class, the children were introduced to our new class book, Cloud Tea
Monkeys, through a tea‑tasting activity. Acting as apprentice tea tasters, they used
their senses to explore different aromas and flavours, then used their brilliant writing
skills to create descriptive labels for each tea. In RE, Oak Class have begun
exploring the question, “Why do Christians call the day that Jesus died Good
Friday?” The children showed fantastic recall of the Easter story and created their
own timelines of the key events of Holy Week. Across the wider curriculum, Key
Stage 2 have also enjoyed starting new topics, including learning Spanish colour
vocabulary and beginning programming in ICT.

We have included a new “notices” page in our newsletter – please check it out to
see important messages

We hope you all have a relaxing and enjoyable weekend.
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NOTICES

World Book Day
Next Thursday (5th March) is World Book Day!
To celebrate, children and staff are invited to come to school dressed as a
book character.
There is no need to buy special costumes – simple, home‑made outfits are
absolutely fantastic and we love seeing the creative ideas that families come
up with!
We look forward to a fun day celebrating our love of reading.

Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea
Our PTA have organised a Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea event on Friday 13
March. The cost is £5 per person which will be taken on arrival. 

th

This is a lovely opportunity to celebrate the special ladies in our pupils lives and
spend time together. To reserve your spot, please complete the online form
that has been emailed to families today (27th Feb).

Change to PE Day next week
Next week (week commencing 2  March), Acorn and Oak Class will have PE
on Monday instead of Tuesday. Please can they come in their PE kits on
Monday. This change is for one week only.

nd

Acorn Class
A lunch time football club has been arranged for Acorn Class - this will take
place on Mondays. Please can the children bring a pair of trainers to change
in to for the club.

Oak Class Residential
If your child is attending the residential trip in June, please can you ensure
that you have reserved their place on Arbor. 
Arbor offers the option to pay in instalments (minimum of £35) however full
payment must be made before 27th March 2026.  

Meals Price Increase

Our caters, Edwards and Ward, have advised us that from the 1  April 2026
the cost of pupil meals will increase to £3.25 per day

st





WEEKLY AWARDS

MENU

Week commencing 3rd March we will be on week two of the menu

WELL DONE TO THIS WEEK’S AWARD WINNERS!



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
These are the dates that we have planned in at the moment - please keep an eye
out each week for new dates and any changes. Items in bold have been added
since the last news letter.

5th March - World Book Day
30  March to 10  April - Easter breakth th

23rd April - Tough Mudder Event
4  May - Early May Bank holidayth

25  May to 29  May - Half term break th th

1  June - Inset day (school closed to children)st

WORLD BOOK DAY

World Book Day tokens can be spent up until 15  March 2026 at participating shops.th

Why not check you the World Book Day website to see what books are FREE! 

(look out for further information after half term)

https://www.worldbookday.com/families/


SAFEGUARDING

#WakeUpWednesday from The National College aims to equip every
trusted adult with the knowledge and skills they need to keep up with the
latest information, implement best practice and heighten their awareness

of issues around three core topics; online safety, mental health &
wellbeing; and climate change & sustainability.

This week’s topic is focused on adult animated content



PTA EVENTS



COMMUNITY

During March, Staywell are offering FREE online training for adults,
professionals, parents, and carers to help support children and young

persons in the Staffordshire area. To book please email
training.staywellstaffs@changes.org.uk



COMMUNITY

The next Forest Friends session will take place on Monday 6  April 2026. th

Sessions are free but must be booked via the “Events” page of the
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust website. Use the keyword search on the left
of the page to search for sessions in Longnor. 

https://www.staffs-wildlife.org.uk/events


COMMUNITY

The next session of Tea and Tots Too takes place on Monday 9th March
If you know anyone who would like to come along, please let them know!



OUR SCHOOL
Are you looking for a nursery or school place? Come and see what makes St
Bartholomew’s such a special place to learn, grow, and thrive. Please call or
email the school office if you would like to pop along and see our school in
action.

We are proud to offer:
A supportive, inclusive environment where every child is known, valued, and
encouraged to shine.
High quality teaching that nurtures curiosity, confidence, and a love of
learning.
A broad, engaging curriculum designed to stretch children academically
while giving them space to explore their interests.
Strong pastoral care to support children’s wellbeing and personal
development.
Opportunities beyond the classroom that help children discover new passions.
A smooth transition process for families joining mid year or from other settings.


