
Barty Bugle
Dear St Bartholomew’s community,

We’ve officially survived the first half of the spring term. Time flies when it’s fuelled by
the enthusiasm of children and staff who enjoy being at school.

Little Acorns have had a wonderful and busy week! We began by learning the story
of The Great Race and exploring how people celebrate the Chinese Lunar New
Year. On Thursday, we enjoyed a special Chinese Day where the children tasted
noodles, made lanterns, decorated biscuits, and finished with an exciting dragon
dance around the classroom!

In English, Acorn Class have been making posters and writing letters of advice to
Beegu, the friendly yellow alien who crash‑landed in our playground. In maths, we
have been exploring the composition of numbers 6–10, learning how each can be
seen as “5 and a bit.”
In RE, we explored the story of The Lost Coin and talked about how Christians
believe each person is valued by God.

Oak Class have had a fun‑filled week to end this half term! In maths, some children
have begun multiplication work by looking at the multiples of 3 and 6, while Year 3
pupils have been developing mental strategies for addition and subtraction.
 In English, the children have been working hard on writing their own sequels to
Frindleswylde—we can’t wait to see what happens when he returns!

Joining together, Acorn and Oak classes recognised Children’s Mental Health Week
and Safer Internet Day. They created their own personal islands as their “Place to
Be.” We explored the idea of belonging and also learned about AI and assistive
voice technology, discussing how to use these tools safely and responsibly.
During PE the children combined travelling, poses and jumping as we worked with
the equipment.
As part of their D&T topic work, the children took a trip to Morrisons in Buxton to buy
ingredients to make their own pizzas. Once back at school, Acorn class followed
their own design plans and made their pizzas using their chosen toppings and Oak
class let their imagination run wild! We hope they enjoyed eating them when they
got home – they smelt delicious!

Finally, we are delighted to share the wonderful news that Mrs Pantev is expecting
a baby, with her due date anticipated for mid‑June. We know you will join us in
congratulating her and wishing her all the best during this exciting time. 
We will keep you informed about plans for classroom continuity and support to
ensure a smooth transition for all pupils.

Have a fabulous half term break and we’ll see everyone back in school on Monday
23  February.rd

Team Barty
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School Attendance: 95.27%
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WEEKLY AWARDS

MENU

Week commencing 23rd February we will be on week one of the menu

WELL DONE TO ALL OF THIS WEEK’S AWARD WINNERS!



16  to 20  February - Half term breakth th

23rd February - Return to school
23  February - Change to Spring/Summer menu (see below)rd

5th March - World Book Day
30  March to 10  April - Easter breakth th

4  May - Early May Bank holidayth

25  May to 29  May - Half term breakth th

1  June - Inset day (school closed to children)st

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
These are the dates that we have planned in at the moment - please keep an eye
out each week for new dates and any changes. Items in bold have been added
since the last news letter.

WORLD BOOK DAY

Children are bringing home World Book Day tokens today - the tokens can be spent
from now up until 15  March 2026.th

Why not check you the World Book Day website to see what books are FREE at
participating retailers!

https://www.worldbookday.com/families/


SAFEGUARDING

#WakeUpWednesday from The National College aims to equip every
trusted adult with the knowledge and skills they need to keep up with the
latest information, implement best practice and heighten their awareness

of issues around three core topics; online safety, mental health &
wellbeing; and climate change & sustainability.

This week’s topic is focused on fostering a sense of belonging



OUR SCHOOL
Are you looking for a nursery or school place? Come and see what makes St
Bartholomew’s such a special place to learn, grow, and thrive. Please call or
email the school office if you would like to pop along and see our school in
action.

We are proud to offer:
A supportive, inclusive environment where every child is known, valued, and
encouraged to shine.
High quality teaching that nurtures curiosity, confidence, and a love of
learning.
A broad, engaging curriculum designed to stretch children academically
while giving them space to explore their interests.
Strong pastoral care to support children’s wellbeing and personal
development.
Opportunities beyond the classroom that help children discover new passions.
A smooth transition process for families joining mid year or from other settings.



HALF TERM ACTIVITIES



COMMUNITY

The next session of Tea and Tots Too takes place on Monday 9th March
If you know anyone who would like to come along, please let them know!



COMMUNITY

The next Forest Friends session will take place on Monday 6  April 2026. th

Sessions are free but must be booked via the “Events” page of the
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust website. Use the keyword search on the left
of the page to search for sessions in Longnor. 

https://www.staffs-wildlife.org.uk/events

