
HARTFORD MANOR PRIMARY SCHOOL & NURSERY LITERATURE SPINE 
 
 

 TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 SUGGESTED CLASS READS 
FS1 Who am I? 

How do we celebrate with our family? 
What do grown-ups do all day? 
Where in the world do we live? 

 

What happens in spring? 
What’s in the garden? 

Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell 
Where’s Spot? by Eric Hill 
The Tiger who came to Tea by Judith Kerr 
Farmer Duck by Martin Waddell 
Pass the jam, Jim by Kaye Umansky 
Dinosaur Roar! by Jeanne Willis 
You Must Bring a Hat by Simon Philip 
Each Peach Pear Plum, Peepo by Allan & 
Janet Ahlberg 
Leafman by Lois Ehlert 
The Crunching Munching Caterpillar, The 
Teeny Weeny Tadpole – Sheridan Cain 
The Very Noisy Night by Diana Hardy 
The Very Greedy Bee by Steve Smallman 
The Little Mouse & the Big Hungry Bear  
Eric Carle Stories 
Mouse Paint by Ellen Stoll Walsh 
Duck in a truck, Fix it Duck, Captain Duck 
– Jez Alborough 
Clumsy Crab, Fidgety Fish – Ruth Galloway 
Sue Hendra Stories 
This is London – M Sasek 
Hippos go berserk – Sandra Boynton 
Extra Yarn – Mac Barnett 
The Going to Bed Book – Sandra Boynton 
Monkey & Me – Emily Gravett 
Moo, Baa, La La La – Sandra Boynton 
The Queens Hat – Steve Antony 
Dig Dig Digging – Margaret Mayo 
Peek-a-Who? – Nina Landen 
Polar Polar Bear, What do you hear? – Eric 
Carle 
Shark in the park – Nick Sharratt 
Harold and the purple crayon – Crockett 
Johnson 
The Family Book by Todd Parr 

Writing Opportunities (whole class)   

Re-tell  
Writing Opportunities (whole class)   
Re-tell  
How to make a… 

Writing Opportunities (whole class)   
Re-tell  
Mark making 
 

Nursery rhymes – learn off by heart 
e.g. Hickory Dickory Dock 
One, two, three, four, five, once I caught a fish alive 
Miss Molly had a dolly 
Ring ‘O Roses 
Old King Cole 
Humpty Dumpty 
Rhymes linked to ‘World Nursery Rhyme’ week 
 
Year A 
Autumn 1 
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 
Rosie’s Walk 
Autumn 2  
Goldilocks and the three bears 
One snowy night 
 
Year B 
Autumn 1 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear 
Bear Snores On 
Autumn 2  
Room on the broom 
Dear Santa 
 
Elmer- David McKee 
Kippers Birthday- Mick Inkpen 
Bears don’t eat egg sandwiches – Julia Fulton 
All join in – Quentin Blake 
The Lion Inside – Rachel Bright 
Peace at last – Jill Murphy 
Owl Babies – Martin Waddell 
The Squirrels who Squabbled – Rachel Bright 
Corduroy – Don Freeman 
My Family – Nick Butterworth 
The Greatest Diwali Ever- Sonali Shah 
Babushka – Dawn Casey 
 
The Family Book by Todd Parr 
 
 

Alfie Outdoors by Shirley Hughes (series) 
 
Year A 
Spring 1  
Three little pigs 
 
Spring 2 
Mr Gumpy’s Motor Car 
Mr Gumpy’s Outing 
 
 
Year B 
Spring 1  
The Little Red Hen 
Farmer Duck 
Spring 2  
The Naughty Bus 
The Train Ride 
 
Here We are – Oliver Jeffers 
Supertato- Sue Hendra and Paul Linnet 
The Runaway Wok – Ying Chang Compestine 
Mr Wolf’s Pancakes – Jan Fearnley 
What do you do with a tail like this? Steve Jenkins 
Suddenly – Colin McNaughton 
The Wonder – Faye Hanson 
Aliens Love Underpants/ Dinosaurs Love Underpants – Claire Freedman 
My Grandpa – Manta Altes 
This is not my hat – Jon Klassen 
No David – David Shonnon 
Blown Away – Rob Biddulph 
The Tiger who came to tea 
 

 
‘Year A 
Summer 1 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
Summer 2 
Jasper’s Beanstalk 
 
 
Year B 
Summer 1  
Norman the slug with the silly shell 
Summer 2  
Jack and the Beanstalk 
Ten seeds 
 
 
The Tickle Book – Axel Scheffler 
Oi Frog, Oi Dog, Oi Cat – Kes Grey 
Zog – Julia Donaldson 
Tiddler – Julia Donaldson 
Pants – Giles Andrea 
Sheep in a jeep – Nacy Shawn 
The Something – Rebecca Cobb 
Oh the places you’ll go – Dr Seuss 
Grumpy Frog – Ed Vere 
How many legs? – Kes Grey 
Spinderella – Julia Donaldson 
What the Ladybird Heard Next – Julia Donaldson 
 
 
The Family Book by Todd Parr 
 

 
 

FS2 Who is in my family? 
What is in the sky? 

What are your Super powers?  
Is all treasure gold? 

 

What comes after the egg? 
What comes after the seed? 

Tabby McTat by Julia Donaldson 
Follow me by Ellie Sandall 
The Paper Dolls by Julia Donaldson 
Meg and Mog by Jan Pienkowski 
Dogger by Shirley Hughes 
Billy Button, Telegram Boy by Sally Nicholls 
Albert and Little Henry 
Mog series by Judith Kerr 
Five Minutes Peace by Jill Murphy 
Oi Dog by Kes Gray and Jim Field 
Oi Cat by Kes Gray and Jim Field 
Oi Frog by Kes Gray and Jim Field  
Dirty Bertie by David Roberts 
Hot Cross Bunny M Christina Butler 

Writing opportunities 
Mark making 
Initial sounds 

Writing opportunities 
CVC 
Simple captions 

Writing opportunities 
Begin to write a sentence 

- Write a sentence 

Autumn 1  
Goldilocks and the three bears 
Going on a Bear Hunt 
The Gingerbread man 
 
Autumn 2 
Star in the Jar 

Spring 1  
Juniper Jupiter 
Cops and Robbers 
 
Spring 2 
The Night Pirates 
Pirate Pete 

Summer 1 
Odd Egg 
Monkey Puzzle 
 
Summer 2 
Jack and the Beanstalk 
The Enormous Turnip 



 
 
Thank you for being my friend by Peter Bently 
Guess how much I love you by Sam McBratney 
Where’s my Teddy? By Jez Alborough 
My Friend Bear by Jez Alborough 
Maybe when I’m bigger by Christianne Jones 
Sharing a shell by Julia Donaldson 
I love my mummy by Giles Andreae 
A Quiet Night In – Jill Murphy 
Peace at Last by Jill Murphy 
My Mum by Antony Browne 
My Dad by Anthony Browne 
The Gruffalo’s Child – Julia Donaldson 
Are You Sure, Mother Bear? – Amy Hest 
Star in the Jar – Sam Hay 
A Kitten called Moonlight – Martin Waddell 
Little Rabbit Foo Foo – Michael Rosen 
Kiss Good Night, Sam – Amy Hest 
A Dark, Dark Tale –Ruth Brown 
Room on the Broom by Julia Donaldson 
Owl Babies by Martin Waddell 
The Little white owl by Tracey Corderoy 
Fergus’s Scary Night by Tony Maddox 
Are you there baby bear? By Catherine Walters 
Henry’s Holiday by Gillian Shields 
Bear’s Magic Moon by Suzanne Pinner 
How to catch a star by Oliver Jeffers 
Can’t you sleep little bear? 
The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson 
Silly Billy by Anthony Browne 
 

 
 
Superworm by Julia Donaldson  
The Supertato Series by Sue Kendra  
Norman the slug with a silly shell by Sue Hendra 
Barry the fish with fingers by Sue Kendra  
Room on the broom by Julia Donaldson 
The Highway Rat by Julia Donaldson Zog by Julia Donaldson 
Zog and the Flying Doctors by Julia Donaldson 
The Smartest Giant in town by Julia Donaldson  
The Winnie Witch Series by Valerie Thomas and Korky Paul  
Pirates love underpants by Claire Freedman 
Port side pirates by Oscar Seaworthy 
The Pirates next door by Jonny Duddle 
The Night Pirates by Peter Harris 
Pirate Pete by Kim Kennedy 
The Pirate Cruncher by Jonny Duddle  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Little Red – Bethan Woollvin 
Rapunzel – Bethan Woollvin 
Little Red Riding Hood – Tony Mitton 
The Four Little Pigs by Kimara Nye 
Golidlocks and the three bears 
Hansel and Gretel by Anthony Browne 
The True Story of the three little pigs by Jon Scieszka 
Once Upon a Time by John Prater 
Hungry Hen by Richard Waring 
The Three Billy Goats Gruff 
The Three Billy Goats Fluff by Rachael Mortimer 
The troll by Davis Roberts 
Knock knoch who’s there? By Sally Grindley 
What time is it Mr Wolf? By Debi Gliori 
The Enormous Turnip 
The Gigantic Turnip by Aleksei Tolstoy and Niamh Sharkey 
Oliver’s Vegetables by Alison Bartlett and Vivian French 
Oliver’s Fruit Salad by Alison Bartlett and Vivian French 
Jim and the Beanstalk by Raymond Briggs 
Stone Soup by Jess Stockham 
The Disgusting Sandwich by Gareth Edwards  
The Giant Jam sandwich by John Vernon Lord  
Too many carrots by Katy Hudson 
 
 

Tom and the tinful of Trouble by Nick 
Sharrat 
What the ladybird heard by Julia 
Donaldson 
Preposterous Rhinoceros by Tracy 
Gunarantnam 
Giraffes can’t dance by Giles Andreae 
Aaaaarghhh, Spider by Lydia Monks 
Rhino what Rhino? By Caryl Hart 
Gracie the lighthouse cat by Ruth Browne 
The Percy the Park Keeper Series by Nick 
Butterworth 
The Day the Crayons Quit by Oliver Jeffers 
You can’t take an elephant on the bus by 
Patricia Cleveland-Peck 
The Hairy Maclary Series by Lynley Dodd 
How to lose a Lemur by Frann Preston-
Gannon   
You Choose by Nick Sharratt & Pippa 
Goodheart 
Red Rockets & Rainbow Jelly by Sue Heap & 
Nick Sharratt 
Blue Chameleon by Emily Gravett 
The Family Book by Todd Parr 
Mommy, Mama & Me by Leslea Newman & 
Carol Thompson 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 1 

Let’s Build / Toys and Traditions Amazing Animals  The Colour Monster by Anna Llenas 
In my heart by Jo Witek 
Kindness Grows by BrittaTeckentrup  
Beautiful oops by Barney Salzbery 
Sulwe by Lupita Nyonga Baeron 
The Dot by Peter Reynold 
 

Fiction 
-Creating simple plots 
-Poetry  
 

Non-fiction 
-Instructions  
 

Fiction 
-Paragraph Types 
-Creating Settings 
 
 

Non-fiction 
- Non-Chronological report   
 - Recount 

Fiction 
Characterisation --
Changing paragraphs 
 
 
 

Non-fiction 
-Explanation  
-Discussion 
-Persuasion 



Autumn 1  
The Three Little Pigs TfW 
Billy Goats Gruff 
Various traditional tales  
 
Autumn 2  
The Teddy Robber by Ian Beck 
Dogger by Shirley Hughes  

Poetry  
Autumn poems 
A First Book of Nature – Nicola Davies  
Tree by Patricia Heggerty 
 
Linked Texts   
Knuffle bunny  
Toys in Space by Mini Grey TfW 
Lost at the Toy Museum by David LucusLittle Glow by Katie 
Sohota and Harry Woodgate 
Who’s Afraid if the Big Bad Wolf/Story time Wolves by Lauren 
Child. 
Pumpkin Soup by Helen Cooper 
Iggy Peck Architect by Andrea Beaty 
Rosie Revere Engineer by Andrea Beaty 
Build by Oliver Jefferies 
 
Harvey Slumfumburger  - Christmas text  
Elmer – David Mckee 
Want to play trucks by Ann Stott 

 

Spring 1 
Funnybones by Allan Allberg 
Perfect Pets (ORT non-fiction)  
The Perfect Pet by Fiona Robertson  
 
Spring 2 
Class Two at the Zoo TfW 
Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers TfW 
 
Poetry-  
Senses poetry  
A First Book of Animals – Nicola Davies 
The Day the Zoo Escaped by Michaela Morgan & Sue Palmer 
 
Linked Texts  
Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers TfW 
The Suitcase by Chris Naylor B 
Poles Apart by Jeanne Willis 
The Everywhere Bear by Julia Donaldson  
Peace at Last by Jill Murphy  
African Folk Tales  
Little Red and the very Hungry Lion by Alex Smith  
Handa’s Surprise/Hen 
Walking in the Jungle by Julie Lacome 
Rain by Majic Stojic 
Mr Wolf’s Pancakes by Jan Fearnly 
Never Tickle a Tiger/Never Poke a Polar Bear  
 
My World, Your World by Melanie Walsh 
Hair, it’s a family affair by Mylo Freeman  

Summer 1 
The Snail and the Whale by Julia Donaldson TfW 
Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendrik 
Summer 2 
The Bog Baby by Jeanne Willis TfW 
The Teeny Weeny Tadpole by Jeanne Willis 
 
Poetry- How Beautiful is the Rain/Weather/The Seaside  
 
Linked Texts  
Amelia Earhart Big Dreams  
Storm Whale by Benji Davies  
The snail trail by Jo Saxton  
Norman the Slug with the Silly Shell 
Snail Trail by Ruth Brown  
Slug needs a hug by Jeanie Willis  
Bloom by Anne Booth  
The extraordinary gardener by Sam Broughton 
Titch by Pat Hutchins 
The big book of Blooms by Yuval Zommer 

Going to the Volcano by Andy Stanton 
Errol’s Garden by Gillian Hibbs 
 
 

Poetry  
Poems out loud! Ladybird  
 
I can only draw worms by Will Mabbitt 
Rabbits bad habits by Julian Gough and 
Jim Field 
The lighthouse keepers lunch by Rhonda 
and David Armitage 
Paddington by Michael Bond and RW Alley 
That Rabbit belongs to Emily Brown by 
Cressida Cowell 
On Sudden Hill by Linda Sarah  
A dress with pockets by Lily Murphey 
Molly Rogers to the Rescue by Cornelia 
Funke 
Man on the Moon by Simon Bartram 
There’s a Tiger in the Garden by Lizzy 
Stewart 
Captain Flinn and the Pirate Dinosaurs by 
Giles Andreae 
Look up by Nathan Bryon 
Hair Love by Matthew Cherry 
Astro Girl by Ken Wilson Max 
Never show a T-Rex a book by Rashmi 
Sirdeshpande  
Maisie’s Scrapbook by Samual Narh 
Jubari Jumps by Gaia Cornwall 
The Secret of Black Rock   
The Naughty Bus by Jan Oke 
Whatever Next by Jill Murphey 
 

 

YEAR 2 

Where I live  Fire, Fire! Our World  
The Tunnel by Anthony Browne 
Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman  
Not Now Bernard by David Mckee 
Tuesday by David Wiesner 
Dear Earth by Isabel Otter 
Earth Heroes by Lily Dyu 
Clean up by Nathan Bryon 
Look Up – Nathan Bryon 
Somebody swallowed Stanley by 
Sarah Roberts   
Big Bright Feelings series by Tom 
Percival 
Oi … series – Kes Gray 
Bright Stanley  
Splat the Cat 
I know a Rhino 
Giraffes Can’t Dance  
Supertato series 
Katie Morag 
The Town By The Sea 

Fiction  
- Openings and Endings 
- Description 
 

Non-fiction  
-Instructions 
-Recount  
-Non-Chron Report 
 

Fiction 
-Suspense 
- Settings 
-Dialogue 
 
 

Non-fiction 
-Explanation  
-Discussion 

 

Fiction  
-Action 
-Setting 
 

Non-fiction  
-Persuasion 
-Instructions 
-Recount 

Autumn 1 
Three Little Monkeys by Quentin Blake and Emma 
Chichester Clark 

  
Autumn 2 
The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark - Jill 
Tomlinson 

  
Poetry 
Riddle and Spine 

  
Linked texts 
The Three Little Monkeys at Christmas Time - Emma 
Chichester Clark 
Blue Kangaroo series - Emma Chichester Clark 

Spring 1 
Vlad and the Great Fire of London - Kate Cunningham 

  
Spring 2 
Jack and the Beanstalk – Pie Corbett  
Jack & the Baked Bean Stalk - Colin Stimpson 

  
Poetry  
Kennings and Similes 

  
Linked texts  
There’s no Dragon in this story  
The Dragonsitter series - Josh Lacey  
There’s a ... in your book – Tom Fletcher series  
Magic Tree House series – Mary Pope Osborne  

Summer 1 
The Last Wolf – Mini Grey  

  
Summer 2 
Grandad’s Island - Benji Davies 
Bug Hotel – Libby Walden 

Poetry 
Shape and Acrostic 

  
Linked Texts  
Grandma Bird – Benji Davies 
Storm Whale series– Benji Davies 
The Grotlyn – Benji Davies 



Jill Tomlinson series  
Reading Area Focus: Oliver Jeffers, Anna Kemp and 
Rachel Bright 
Brave Owl – Gill Davies  
Fly By Night – June Creben  

  
No Outsiders Texts: 

  
Amazing – Steve Antony 
Can I Join Your Club? - John Kelly 

 

 

Trust Me, Jack’s Beanstalk Stinks by Eric Braun 
Stinky Jack and the Beanstalk by Steve Smallman 
Jack and the Jelly Beanstalk by Rachel Mortimer 

Great Fire of London – Emma Adams 
Reading Area Focus: Lauren Child and Alternative Fairytales 

  
No Outsiders Texts: 

The Perfect Fit – Naomi Jones and James Jones 
Is that your mama? - Patrice Lawrence 
 
 
 
 

Tad – Benji Davies 
Greta and the Giants – Zoe Tucker 
Reading Area Focus: Mini Grey and Tom Percival  

  
Whole Class Guided Reading 
The Last Tree by Emily Haworth Booth/The Last Rhino 
by Nicola Davies  
Tidy by Emily Gravatt 
 
No Outsiders Texts: 

Splash – Claire Cashmore  
How to be a lion – Ed Vere 

The Dragon Machine – Helen Ward 

  
Class read chapter books 
Jill Tomlinson series 
The Dragonsitter series 
Magic Tree House series 
 

 TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 SUGGESTED CLASS READS 

YEAR 3 

Why is Tutankhamen famous? What in the world are you made of? From The Stone Age To The Iron Age Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown 
The Hodgeheg by Dick King Smith 
The Diary of a Killer Cat by Anne Fine 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by 
Roald Dahl 
Matilda by Roald Dahl 
The Worst Witch by Jill Murphy 
Pippi Longstocking by Astrid Lindgren 
It Was a Dark and Stormy Night by Janet 
& Allen Ahlberg 
The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by 
Jon Scieszka 
Fantastically Great Women who changed 
the World by Kate Pankhurst 
Maps by Aleksandra and Daniel Mizielinski 
Wed Wabbit by Lissa Evans 
The Boy who Grew Dragons (series) by Andy 
Shepherd 
To Be a Cat by Matt Haig 
Grandma Dangerous & the Dog of Destiny 
(series) by Kita Mitchell 
Iguana Boy by James Bishop 
The Nothing to See Here Hotel by Steven 
Butler 

Fiction 
-Creating plots (link to Egyptian 
Cinderella) 
-Paragraph types 
 

Non-fiction 
Recount – diary 
entries 
Non-chronological 
reports 
 

Fiction 
-Creating settings 
-Characterisation & dialogue 

Non-fiction 
-Persuasive writing (Estate Agents) 
-Recount-letters 
-Instructions/ 
Explanations 
 

Fiction 
-Hooking your reader 
- Changing paragraphs 
 

Non-fiction 
-Non chronological 
report 

Howard Carter’s Diary extracts 
Historical Storybooks: In Search of the Boy King: Tutankhamen 
by Anthony Masters 
The Egyptian Cinderella by Shirley Climo  
Rebecca’s Diary – Pie Corbett 
Cinderella – Pie Corbett 
Charlie and The Chocolate Factory – Roald Dahl 
 
Christmas unit: The Stick Man by Julia Donaldson 
 
This Is Our House by Michael Rosen 
I Am Nefertiti by Annemarie Anang and Natelle Quek 

Meerkat Mail by Emily Gravett 
The Polar Bear’s Son by Lydia Dabcovich 
The Rainbow Bear by Michael Morpurgo 
How the World Began by Pie Corbett 
 
We’re All Wonders by P.J. Palacio 
The Truth About Old People by Elina Ellis 

The Iron Man by Ted Hughes 
The Pebble in my Pocket by Meredith Hooper 
Rainbow Dragon by Pie Corbett (explanation text) 
 
Poetry: When I Heard the Music by Pie Corbett 
 
Shu Lin’s Grandpa by Matt Goodfellow and Yu Rong 
Planet Omar by Zanib Manir (extract) 

 Guided Reading: Burglar Bill, Charlie and The Chocolate Factory, The Hodgeheg, Voices in the Park, Stone Age Boy, Pebble in my Pocket, The Persian Cinderella, Solo, Princess and The Pea 

YEAR 4 

What did the Romans ever do for us? Were the Marshall family worth their salt? What is Great about Britain? Varjak Paw by SF Said 
The Last Wild Trilogy by Piers Torday 
The Firework Maker’s Daughter by Phillip 
Pullman 
The Butterfly Lion by Michael Morpurgo 
Bill’s New Frock by Anne Fine 
The Peppermint Pig by Nina Bawden 
Give Peas a Chance by Morris Gleitzman 
The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane 
by Kate DiCamillo 
The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo 
Gaslight by Eloise Williams 
Women in Sport: 50 Fearless Athletes who 
played to Win by Rachel Ignotofsky 
The Edge of the World by Julia Green 
Sky Chasers by Emma Carroll 

Fiction 
-Creating settings 
-Paragraph types 

Non-fiction 
-Recount (diary/letter) 
-Non-chronological 
report (Romans) 

Fiction 
-Changing paragraphs 
-Hooking your reader 
Warning story 
-Characterisation &dialogue 

Non-fiction 
-Explanation text 
 

Fiction 
Creating plots (adventure story) 
-Characterisation & dialogue  

Non-fiction 
Non-chronological 
report/Biography 
-Discussion (Is 
Britain great?) 
-Diary/ship’s log 

Escape from Pompeii – main text 
Various Roman non-fiction texts 

The Lost Words by Jackie Morris and Robert Macfarlane  
The Lost Spells by Jackie Morris 

Shackleton’s Journey by William Grill 
Ernest Shackleton Small lives, big dreams 



 
Christmas unit: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe - 
Christian Birmingham  - main text 
 
 
 Along came a different. 
Dogs don’t do ballet 
 

The Pond by Nicola Davies 
Salt mining warning story 
 
Link to Y3 & 4 performance if possible 
 
Red – A Crayon’s story 
Aalfred and Aalbert 
 

The Whale by Vita Murrow 
The Lighthouse – short animated film 
 
 
Julian is a mermaid 
When sadness comes to call 
 

The Accidental Prime Minister (& series) by 
Tom McLaughlin 
I Cosmo by Charlie Sorosiak 
The Dragon in the Library by Louie Stowell 
Griffin Gate by Vashti Hardy 
Vi Spy by Maz Evans 
The Accidental Prime Minister 
The Accidental Spy 
Sam Wu is not afraid of the dark Katie & 
Kevin Tsang 
Anisha Accidental Detective 
Oliver and the seawigs by Philip Reeve 
 

 Guided Reading: The Lost Thing Shaun Tan, The Tear Thief by Carol Ann Duffy, Wisp, Arthur and the golden rope, The lost happy endings, The Winter’s Child, The Fantastic Flying Books of Morris Lessmore, Mrs Noah’s Pockets, The Reluctant Dragon by 
Kenneth Grahame 
Non-chronological reports- extracts from National Geographic Kids (Science, Geography, History based) 

 TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 SUGGESTED CLASS READS 

YEAR 5 

Who’s on the move? What goes up? Could you be a superhero? Sky Hawk by Gill Lewis 
The Midnight Fox by Betsy Byars 
Tom’s Midnight Garden by Philippa Pearce 
Danny the Champion of the World by Roald 
Dahl 
The Huntress trilogy by Sarah Driver 
Phoenix by SF Said 
Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo 
Cogheart, Moonlocket &Sky Circus series by 
Pater Bunzl 
The Wolves in the Walls by Neil Gaiman 
The Wolf Wilder by Katherine Rundell 
Rooftoppers by Katherine Rundell 
Clockwork by Phillip Pullman 
Emil & the Detectives by Erich Kastner 
Krindlekrax by Philip Ridley 
There’s a Boy in the Girl’s Bathroom by 
Louis Sachar 
Hacker by Malorie Blackman 
Moondial by Helen Cresswell 
Four feet, Two Sandals by KL Williams 
Goldfish Boy by Lisa Thompson 
Ned’s Circus of Marvels by Justin Fisher 
The Nowhere Emporium by Ross McKenzie 
Women in Science: 50 Fearless Pioneers who 
changed the World by Rachel Ignotofsky 
Brightstorm by Vashti Hardy 
The Light Jar by Lisa Thompson 
The Dreamsnatcher series by Abi 
Elphinstone 
The Polar Bear Explorer’s Club by Alex Bell 
The Wizards of Once by Cressida Cowell 
The Wild Robot (series) by Peter Brown 
Pax by Sara Pennypacker 
The Day I was Erased by Lisa Thompson 
The Boy who Flew by Fleur Hitchcock 
The Train to Impossible Places by PG Bell 
Twitch – Maz Evans 
The Last Bear – Hannah Gold 

Fiction 
Creating settings 
Hooking your reader 
Varied openers 
Descriptive pieces 
Flashback 

  
Non-fiction 
Discussion text 
Recount  
Persuasive writing (in letter)  
Diary/news recount (Basic skills unit) 
Letter 
 
 
 

 

Fiction 
Paragraph types 
Space poetry, figurative language 
Diary 
Science-fiction descriptive piece 

  
Non-fiction 
Non-chronological report – planet themed 
News recount 
Biography 
Formal letter 

Fiction 
Characterisation & dialogue 
Changing paragraphs 

  
Narrative poetry 
Greek myths 

  
Non-fiction 
Journalistic writing 
Persuasive writing 
Diary (blog) 

 

The Arrival by Shaun Tan 
Journey by Francesca Sanna 
A Story like the Wind by Gill Lewis 
Rabbits by Shaun Tan 
How to Train your Dragon by Cressida Cowell 
Teacup by Rebecca Young 
Beowulf by Michael Morpurgo 
Erik the Viking by Terry Jones 
The Warrior Troll by Rachael Lindsay 
The Unforgotten Coat by Frank Cottrell Boyce 
The Island by Armin Greder 
And Tango makes Three by Justin Richardson & Peter Parnell 
 
Welcome to Nowhere by Elizabeth Laird 
1000 Year old Boy by Ross Welford 
 
 
 
Christmas unit:  
Coming Home by Michael Morpurgo (Link with Waitrose unit of 
work and Heathrow airport TV advert) 
 

Alien Landing by Pie Corbett 
Freefall by David Wiesner 
One Giant Leap by Don Brown 
The Sea of Tranquility by Mark Haddon 
The Many Worlds of Albie Bright by Christopher Edge 
George’s Secret key to the Universe by Lucy and Stephen Hawking 
The Time & Space of Uncle Albert by Russell Stannard 
Weirdstone of Brisingamen/Elidor by Alan Garner 
On a Beam of Light by Jennifer Berne 
The Jamie Drake Equation by Christopher Edge 
Mixed by Arree Chung 
How to Heal a broken wing by Bob Graham 
 
The Mystery of Harris Burdick by Chris Van Allsburg. 
Poetry: Is the Moon tired? By Christina Rossetti, The Solar System by Clare 
Bevan, Earth by Chris Connell, The Family of the sun, The View from 
Space, Sailing out to space, Nine Amazing planets. 

The Man who walked between the Towers by Mordicai Gerstein 
Too High-Icaraus by Pie Corbett 
The Golden Touch – Midas by Pie Corbett 
White Wolves Myths & Legends – Wings of Icarus by Jenny Oldfield 
The Orchard Book of Greek Gods and Goddesses by Geraldine 
McCaughrean 
Percy Jackson & the Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan 
A Necklace of Raindrops by Joan Aiken 
Supertato series by Sue Hendra 
Just Call me Spaghetti Hoop Boy by Lara Williamson 
Who Let the Gods Out by Maz Evans 
My Brother is a Superhero by David Solomons 
Traction Man (series of 3 books) by Mini Grey 
The Girls by Lauren Ace and Jenny Lovlie 
Kenny Lives with Erica and Martina by Olly Pike 
 
Poetry: The Monster Muncher by Terry Dreary, Perseus and the 
Gorgon’s Head, The Myth of the Minotaur 

 Guided Reading: Oliver Twist, The Flower, Twice Upon a Time (extract), Brightstorm (extract)The Man who walked between the Towers, The Butterfly Lion, Beetle Boy, Ada’s Violin, Kensuke’s Kingdom, Moses, Greek Mythology, The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes, 
The Boy in the Tower 



 

YEAR 6 

War: Friend or Foe? Could you survive in the Hartford jungle? London Wonder by RJ Palacio 
Wonderstruck & The Invention of Hugo 
Cabret by Brian Selznick 
Pig Heart Boy by Malorie Blackman 
Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz 
Holes by Louis Sachar 
Millions by Frank Cottrell Boyce 
A Place Called Perfect series by Helena 
Duggan 
The Marvels by Brain Selznick 
The Girl of Ink & Stars by Kiran Millwood 
Hargrave 
Skellig by David Almond 
The Island at the end of Everything by 
Kiran Millwood Hargrave 
Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer 
The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis 
My Name is Mina by David Almond 
How to find a lost dog by Ann M Martin 
Time Travelling with a Hamster by Ross 
Welford 
Swimming to the Moon by Jane Elson 
Beetle Boy series by MG Leonard 
Flamingo Boy by Michael Morpurgo 
SkySong by Abi Elphinstone 
The Guggenheim Mystery by Robin Stevens 
The Eye of the North by Sinead O’Hart 
Twister by Juliette Forrest 
Tin by Padraig Kenny 
The Extraordinary Colours of Auden Dare 
by Zillah Bethell 
The Peculiars by Kieran Larwood 
Mortal Engines (series) by Philip Reeve 
Skylarks’ War by Hilary McKay 
The Longest Night of Charlie Noon by 
Christopher Edge 
The Girl Who Speaks Bear by Sophie 
Anderson 
Wildspark by Vashti Hardy 
Rumblestar series by Abi Elphistone 
The House with Chicken Legs by Sophie 
Anderson 
Malamander by Thomas Taylor 
The Middler by Kirsty Applebaum 
A Pinch of Magic by Michelle Harrison 
The Garden of Lost Secrets by AM Howell 
The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali 
Rauf and following publications 
Impossible Creatures series by Katherine 
Rundell 
 
More able:  
The Lie Tree by Frances Hardinge 
His Dark Materials by Phillip Pullman 
 
 

Fiction 
Characterisation 
Openings & endings 

Non-fiction 
Discussion 
Recount 
 

Fiction 
Settings 
Description 
Action 

Non-fiction 
Non-chronological report 
Instructions 

Fiction 
Suspense 
Dialogue 
 

Non-fiction 
Persuasion 
Explanation 

Michael Morpurgo author study: Friend or Foe, Private Peaceful, 
An Elephant in the Garden, Shadow, War Horse… 
Once by Maurice Gleitzman 
 
Letters from the Lighthouse by Emma Carroll 
Goodnight Mr Tom by Michelle Magorian 
Memorial by Shaun Tan and Gary Crew 
Owen & the Soldier by Lisa Thompson 
Ethel & Ernest by Raymond Briggs 
The Piano (film clip)  
The Boy at the Top of the Mountain by John Boyne 
In the Mouth of the Wolf by Michael Morpurgo 
 
Where the Poppies Now Grow by Hilary Robinson & Martin Impey 
 
Rose Blanche by Ian McEwan & Roberto Innocenti 
 
 
Poetry: Dulce et Decorum est, The Soldier, WWI poetry 
 
Christmas unit:  
Christmas Truce film clip 
The Christmas Truce by Carol Ann Duffy 
The Greatest Christmas Present in the World by Michael 
Morpurgo 

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen 
The Explorer by Katherine Rundell 
Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson 
King Kong by Anthony Browne  
Survivors by David Long 
Fire Girl, Forest Boy by Chloe Daykin 
 
 
The Only Way Is Badger 
 
Leaf 
 

The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd 
The City of Secret Rivers by Jacob Sager Weinstein 
The Watertower by Gary Crew 
The Silence Seekers by Ben Morley 
The Queen’s Hat by Steve Antony 
The Promise by Nicola Davies 
The Shirt Machine, Alma, The Dangle, The Black Hole & the 
Hoverbike film clips 
 
 
Introducing Teddy 
Proudest Blue 

 Guided Reading: Some Sunny Day, The Midnighters, Goodnight Mr Tom, The Lion Above the Door,  
The Viewer by Gary Crew Farther by Graham Baker Smith How to Live Forever (& sequel) by Colin Thompson 
The Promise by Nicola Davies, Leon and the Place between by Angela McAllister, Coraline by Neil Gaiman, Cogheart by Peter Bunzl 
 

 


