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Dear Parents and Carers,

This Sunday we celebrate the feast of Christ the King. In
this Sunday's Gospel, the leaders, the soldiers and the
people all mock Jesus as God's Chosen One and as king.

Jesus’ kingship is not one of military or political power, but
one of love and mercy. Jesus forgave those who crucified
him. He also showed mercy to the criminal who was sorry
and called him to share in his kingdom - an offer Jesus
also makes to us today.
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In life, we all make mistakes, but we never have to be
afraid to ask God for forgiveness — God is pure mercy.
Each one of us receives mercy as a gift from God, and
it is a gift we are called to share with others too.

Enjoy a special time together this evening exploring
this Sunday’s Gospel and this Wednesday’s word,
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The people stayed there before the cross
watching Jesus. As for the leaders, they
Jjeered at him. “He saved others,” they
said, “let him save himself if he is the
Christ of God, the Chosen One.” The
soldiers mocked him too, and when they
approached to offer him vinegar they said, “If you are
the King of the Jews, save yourself.” Above him there
was an inscription: ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ One
of the criminals hanging there abused him. “Are you
not the Christ?” he said. “Save yourself and us as
well.” But the other spoke up and rebuked him. “*Have
you no fear of God at all?” he said. “You received the
same sentence as he did, but in our case we deserved
it: we are paying for what we did. But this man has
done nothing wrong. Jesus,” he said, “remember
me when you come into your kingdom.” “Indeed, |
promise you,” Jesus replied, “today you will be with
me in paradise.”

Adapted from Luke 23:35-43
The Feast of Christ the King

Come and learn more about this Sunday’s Gospel
in your local Parish Church and say a prayer for
your family & friends: all are very warmly invited.

ARy

Artwork © The Wednesday Word. Imprimatur: + Marcus Stock, Bishop of Leeds. © Copyright 2025 The Wednesday Word Ltd. A Registered Charity in England and Wales No. 1125628

SPREAD THE WORD and bring GOOD NEWS to your friends by sharing THE WEDNESDAY WORD M (0) (P X © =




® o ¢ g ® -

TN 2 R » \ L
& ERETH > |
\

READ 8 REFLECT! Listen & Learn with Jesus, the Word! |

While Jesus was on the cross, the leaders of the people insulted him saying, §
“"He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen §
One.” The soldiers also mocked and made fun of him saying, “If you are the King § .
| of the Jews, save yourself.” Above Jesus was a sign which said, ‘This is the King §
of the Jews.’ There were two criminals who were also on crosses alongside Jesus, | ﬂ
| and one of them said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” ‘s
Jesus replied, "I promise you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

| What did Jesus say to the criminal? ook a ospe
Which word or words stood out for you in this Sunday’s Gospel, and why? Spend a few ow do yo . . .
relaxing moments pondering the picture together. Share any thoughts before moving on. ake yo
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*Do not doubt, do not hesitate, never

despair of the mercy of God.” Each i we show ‘mercy o 1o roca
. . me we mercy’, we open ourselves fo receive mercy
St Isidore of Seville from God. Being compassionate, being patient with others even
if we are being treated unfairly, forgiving others (even if we feel
Mercy is a virtve. Ask your child what the word ‘mercy’ means to : they don't deserve forgiveness), sometimes giving people more

them. You may want to share with your child what the word ‘mercy’ than they deserve, these are just some ways of showing mercy.
means to you. Ask your child who they know to be a ‘merciful’ person. Is there someone to whom you could show mercy? Each of you
Can you or your child remember a time when you have been merciful - choose one way in which you will try to show mercy at home,

when you gave someone another chance? How did it feel? at school or in the community in this coming week.
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Throughout the gospels, Jesus reminds us that God wants us to forgive

and show mercy - just like he did. Merciful people do things out of their
love and care for others and this helps make the world a better place.

Write a promise & draw a big smile on Smiley
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