
Music Artists Curriculum Year 3 
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• Classical music is composed by musicians who are trained to write 
music. They write it down so that all other musicians can play it. 

• Classical music can be short pieces of music as well as long pieces of 
music   

• Classical music did not appear until the early 19th century  

• George Frideric Handel was born in Germany but then moved to Britain  

• He spent most of his career in London 

• He became a huge influence on classical composers 

• A piece which he composed called Solomon (1748) remains a popular 
piece and part of this was played during the 2012 London Olympics 
opening ceremony. 

• Describe which century classical music originated from 

• Understand what classical music is  

• Understand that classical music can be pieces of music of 

many different lengths  

• Name one event where George’s classical music was 

played  

• Listen to and appreciate classical music 

Pop  
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Vocal  

• Bruno Mars’ real name is Peter Gene Hernandez 

• He is an American singer, songwriter, record producer, multi-
instrumentalist and dancer 

• Bruno Mars is accompanied by his band ‘The Hooligans’ who play 
instruments such as electric guitar, bass, piano, keyboard and drums. 

• Bruno’s song ‘Just the Way You Are’ won best male pop vocal 
performance at the Grammy awards 

• Famous songs include ‘When I Was Your Man’ and ‘Uptown Funk’ 
 

• Name a number of songs sung by Bruno Mars 

• Describe what pop music is  

• Name some of the instruments that are played in Bruno 

Mars’ band 

• Name some other current pop artists  

• Explain what a producer is  

Reggae 
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• Bob Marley was an important Jamaican musician in the 1970s and 
1980s 

• He made reggae music popular all over the world  

• His music told stories of the Rastafarian religion which he followed  

• In 1974 Bob Marley had his first international hit called ‘No Women No 
Cry’  

• Some of his other hits included ‘Three little birds’ and ‘Buffalo Soldier’ 

• Describe the meaning of reggae music 

• Understand that reggae music originated from Jamaica in 

the late 1960s and was heavily linked to the religion of 

Rastafarian  

• Understand that reggae music employs a heavy four-beat 

rhythm driven by drums, bass guitar and electric guitar 

• Listen to and appreciate reggae music  

• Name a number of Bob Marley songs 

Music National Curriculum Skills 

    

Pupils should be taught to:  
•  play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression  



•  improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music  
•  listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  
•  use and understand staff and other musical notations 

•  appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians  
 develop an understanding of the history of music. 

 


