Thorn Grove Gazette

Friday 21st June 2024

Dear Thorn Grove Families,

Welcome to this week’s edition of Thorn Grove Gazette. Finally the sun has arrived and we all feel much
better for it. Can | please remind you to ensure, when the sun is shining, you help us to keep your
children safe by following these simple guidelines. Ensure your child has a water bottle, apply sun cream
in the morning, provide your child with a hat and wear a cool uniform. We will of course

ensure your child stays hydrated and has minimal exposure to full sunshine at peak times.

| hope you have a lovely weekend

Miss Vose
Assembly Focus: Refugee Week Weekly Attendance
We looked at 5 famous people 100 m
’ o U R ‘ (Rita Ora, Bob Marley, Jackie 988 ) ‘
Chan, Freddie Mercury and .
H ' M E Marlene Dietrich and tried to see 947
peeee etees ) if we could identify what they all %7 %23
i % Week! ‘ have in common. The children s %
had lots of knowledge but did
not know each one was a refugee. We then talked i
about what a refugee is, what home means to us
and how we can show care and kindness to
people who have been forced to leave their I 1 2 3 4 5 5
homes. Class
TS Key Dates Star’s of the Week

@W s 25th June - Y5 CHS Science Workshop
Wed 26th June - EYFS Sports Day 9.30 - 10.30
Wed 26th June - KS2 Sports Day 1.00 - 3.00
Thur 27th June - KS1 Sports Day 1.00 - 3.00
Fri 28th June - Non school uniform coloured hamper
Mon 1st July - Y5 CHS STEM project week
Wed 3rd July - Meet the Teacher Day
Thur 4th July - School Closed for Polling

Upcoming non-uniform days

Friday 28th June- Bring an item of colour for a hamper. The item can be of your choice but please
ensure it is something you would wish to receive.
Y6 - Red, Y5 - Green, Y4 - Blue, Y3 - Yellow, Y2 - Purple, Y1 - Orange,
Nursery and Reception - White
Friday 5th July - Chocolate and sweets donations
Friday 12th July - Bottle donations




Safeguarding Spot: Fortnite Online Gaming

As a school we are seeing an increasing number of children searching for Fortnite related materials in school and
felt it would be helpful to share some useful information and suggested measures of how to keep children safe.

r’:Fr.-rlnil:ie - Battle Royale! is a free to play section of the game_-\
‘Fortnite. The game sees 100 players dropped on to an

island from a‘battle bus, where they have to compete until
one survivor remains. The last remaining player on the
island wins the game. Players have to find hidden items,

- FORTHITE =

BATTLE

such as weapons, to help them survive Ionger in the game.
To make the game more challenging, there is an added twist
called ‘the storm’ which reduces the size of the island from
the start of gameplay, bringing the players closer together
in proximity. The game is available on PC, PlayStation 4,

Xbox One, Mac and i05.

J

What paren

ts need fo-know anuL

FORTNITE: BATTLE ROYALE

Newlyh[eatu red [tems are released daily and are only
available to purchase within 24 hours of their release.
These are cosmetic [tems, called 'skins, ‘gliders’ and
‘emotes; which change the characters’ appearance, but do
not improve the game play. Once purchased, the player
has full use of these in the future. The deslgns are
attractive for plag‘erno purchase and even celebrities are
endorsing them. Also avallable to purchase in t ame |s
a’Battle Pass, When a new 'Battle Pass’ is released, users
can take part in a serles of challenges, receiving more
muardsicosme‘tkal b{‘pro-gtessmg through different tlers.
Whichever rewards they achleve can then be used in the
game.

Games can last arownd 20 minutes but this varies
according to the game. Children may feel angry If they lose
the game and will want to continue playing unlllther
achieve thelr desired result. The competitive nature of the

ame may make it difficult for them to stop playinﬁ
halfway through as their'fo'shrllnn In the game eoul
affected.

The game was released on moblle devices in April 2018,
meaning [t can be played without the need for a home
games console. Some schools have reported that the game
Is distracting thelr students whilst in the classroom. As the
game s avallable outside of the home, parents may not be
aware of how long their child is playing this game.

LIMIT GAME TIME

Parents can use parental controls on Xbox and PC to limit the timea
child is playing games on these devices, Be aware that the game is
available on iS5 and will soon be available on all mobiles. With this
in mingd, it is worth having s conversation with your child to discuss
and agree how long you would like them to play the games for. Ewen
though the games last arcund 20 minutes, it may be difficult to take
them away from a game mid play. It may be worth imposing a limit
on the amount of matches they play rather than a time limit.

PREVENT YOUR CHILD FROM
TALKING TO STRANGERS

There ks an option to turmn off the volce chat feature, which
means your child wouldn't be able to talk to anybody,
including their friends. However, they would still be able to
usé the in-app chat and hear other people's conversations. To
turn off voice chat, open the Settings menu in the top right of
the main Fortnite page, then click on the cog leon. Open the
Audio tab at the top of the sereen. From there, you can turn
off voice chat.

Mews site Forbes stated that it had seen "dozens” of online
reports from people who sald their aceounts had been
compromised by hackers, who had gained access to user's
acoounts in the game and accrued hundreds of pounds in
fraudulent charges.

TALKING TO STRANGERS
DURING SQUAD MODE

Interacting with ather players in the game is part of the
fun as players can communicate with their friends and
other players in lheq:lme. Players will benefit from
wearing headphones to earlontstﬂ:sfmm other players
"{iensg to compromise their game. Wearing headphones
makes it difficult for parents to hear what exactly |s being
sald and children may be exposed to inappropriate
language. Fortnite includes really good repar! features
for players either cheating or misbehaving, and works
towards having one of the best anline gaming
communities.

‘FREE’TO PLAY
The game I5 free to play. However, if playing on
Xbox, you will need an Xbox gold subscription,
which does require a fee.

SlgnlnF up to the game s relatively simple. Users have the

option to log in with either their Facebaok or Google

accounts or their email address. When signing up with an

emall address, no proof of age is required. If your child is

under the age of 12, it |s important to check whether your
child has the game downloaded.

TALKING TO STRANGERS
DURING SQUAD MODE

There are many accounts on Facebook and Twitter which
clalm Lo?we away free money (known as 'V bucks’) for
games which will be transferred to their Xbox Live or PSN
cards.ﬁnl{ glwawaévaprnmotlon from Fortrite will be in the
game. It s important to check the authenticity of these
accounts before giving away personal information in order
to claim 'V bucks. The websites or accounts may ask you to
share your account name and password in order to claim
the maney: if these offers seem too good to be true, they
usually are.

‘FREE'TO PLAY

PEGI has given the game a rating of 12+. Even
though the game includes violence and weapons
such as crossbows, grenade launchers, rifles, pistols,
shotguns and more, PEGI say “more graphic and
realistic looking violence towards fantasy characters
is allowed. Any violence towards human characters
must look unrealistic unless it consists of only minor
or trivial injury such as a slap,” making the game
suita hjle' ?or children aged 12 and over.

ips for.Parents™

SHOW THEM HOW TO MAKE
A REPORT

Hyour child belleves a player is playing or talking
Inappropriately. you should advise them to report them. To
report a player, you can use the in-game feedback tool
located in the Main Menu nftheﬁnme. Additionally, you ean

LOOK OUT FOR VBUCK SCAMS

It is important that your children are aware of the scams that they
miay come across online in association with the game. Open up
conversation with them about scams and how they should never
share their username or password with people in order to gain
anything forthe game.

RESTRICT PAYMENT METHODS
‘Fortnite: Battle Royale’ s a free to play game, but there are
still aptions to make additional purchases. If you do not
want your ehild ta make payments, ensure your card s not
assoclated with their account. If you are happy for your
«child to make payments in the game, but want to restrict
spending, msu%gesl using a paysafecard, or a games
console gift card, These can be purchased in specific
amounts, which will allow znu to restrict the amount your
child spends and removes the need for a credit/debit card to
be used with their aceount.

report a player In-game when spectating them.

USE A STRONG PASSWORD

It may seem like a simple tip, but it is important that your child
selects a strong password when creating an account, particularly if
a credit/debit card is associated with the account. This will help
reduce the risk of their sccount being hacked.
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Cricket at CHS

On Thursday, some children from Year 3 and Year 4 took part in a cricket festival at Cheadle Hulme
School, they played a variety of different cricket games. They represented our school exceptionally well,
they played with confidence and they collaborated well in all the games they played. It was lovely to see

the children batting hard, diving through the air to catch the ball and cheering for each other. We have
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Electricity Workshop for Y5

On Tuesday, Year 5 attended an Electricity Workshop at CHS as the start to our STEM project. We built
a series of circuits and investigated the effects of different components in a series circuit. We extended
our learning by looking at conductors and insulators and carried out a further experiment to test our
predictions. We are looking forward to using this knowledge to design and build our own constructions
(inspired by the Paris Olympics) to participate in a competition with other local schools. We will let you
know how we get on.




