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In Rainford Brook Lodge, planning will be adjusted according to the interests and needs of the children.
Throughout all learning, we will ensure activities and interactions support the Characteristics of Effective Learning.

· Playing and exploring – Engagement: Finding out and exploring, playing with what they know, being willing to ‘have a go’.
· Active learning – Motivation: Being involved and concentrating, keeping trying, enjoying achieving what they set out to do.
· Creating and thinking critically – Thinking: Having their own ideas, making links, choosing ways to do things.

Best Start in Life
At Rainford Brook Lodge, our Nursery curriculum is underpinned by the government's Best Start in Life principles. We recognise that the early years provide the foundations for future learning, wellbeing and success. Through warm, nurturing relationships, high-quality interactions and a language-rich environment, we ensure that every child feels safe, valued and ready to learn.

We place a strong emphasis on developing communication and language, positive relationships, physical development, independence and personal, social and emotional development. Through carefully planned play opportunities, meaningful first-hand experiences and sustained shared thinking, children develop curiosity, confidence, resilience and a lifelong love of learning.

Working in partnership with families, we strive to give every child the very best start to their educational journey, enabling them to flourish in Nursery and be well prepared for their transition into Reception.

At Rainford Brook Lodge, we want MAGIC children. Children who are motivated and aspirational; children who grow in independence and confidence every single day!  As children begin their journey with us, we aim to ensure they are happy, feel safe and secure, and thrive within a nurturing environment where they can learn through play, exploration and discovery. We believe that happy children learn best; therefore, supporting children's wellbeing, emotional security and sense of belonging is at the heart of all we do.  We encourage children to develop positive relationships, learn routines, make choices, take risks in their learning and grow in confidence and independence. We promote communication and language through meaningful interactions, stories, songs, rhymes and conversations, giving children the opportunity to express their thoughts, ideas and feelings. Through high-quality experiences and skilful adult support, we nurture curiosity and encourage children to explore, question and make sense of the world around them.  It is our role, commitment and privilege to provide every child with the strongest possible foundations for future learning and success as they continue their journey through the Early Years Foundation Stage.
‘Catering for Every Child’s Needs Every Day’

Progression for Children Attending Nursery for Two Years
Children join Tadpoles with a wide range of experiences and may attend for one or two years. The curriculum is designed as a rolling programme where all children access the same rich themes and experiences. Learning is progressively deepened through increasingly ambitious vocabulary, greater independence, sustained shared thinking, problem-solving, creativity and application of knowledge. Children revisit key concepts through different contexts and are supported to deepen their understanding at their own developmental stage.




	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Possible Themes
	Me & My World
[image: ]
	Celebrations & Traditions
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	Nursery rhymes & Traditional Tales 
	Wild Animals
[image: ]
	[image: ]On the Move
	[image: ]Big Adventures

	The Big Question
Children will explore these questions through play, first-hand experiences, stories, high-quality interactions and sustained shared thinking.
	Who am I and where do I belong?
	How do people celebrate special times?
	How do stories and rhymes come alive?
	Who lives in the wild?
	How do things move?
	Where will our adventures take us?

	Interests/Lines of Enquiry
These themes may be adapted at various points to allow for children’s interests to flow through the provision
	Starting pre-school
Routines
Feelings
Friendships
Family
Homes
My body
Senses
Autumn changes
	Celebrations and special times
Family traditions
Birthdays and special memories
Light and dark
Bonfire Night
Diwali
Christmas
Winter changes
	Favourite nursery rhymes
Story characters and settings
Traditional tales
Sequencing stories
Puppets and storytelling
Rhyming words and repeated refrains
Winter to spring changes
	Jungles
safari animals
Habitats
Animal babies 
Minibeasts
Life cycles
Caring for animals
	Transport
Journeys
Maps
Wheels
Road Safety
Local Area
People who travel (boats, trains & planes)
	Exploring outdoors
Treasure maps
Sea creatures,
Camping
Adventures
Summer
Water play

	Cultural capital and enrichment
	Autumn walk
Family photos
Library visit in school
Harvest
	Baking
Celebration experiences Christmas crafts
Seasonal walks
	Storytelling day, puppet theatre, baking, rhyme time
	Animal visitor/farm trip, bug hunt, planting
	Wheels day, transport walk, visit to station/bus stop
	Picnic
Sports Day
Treasure hunt
Beach experience

	Roleplay areas
	Home corner
baby clinic
family home
	Bakery
celebration café
wrapping station
	Story cottage, puppet theatre, bakery
	Safari Park, vets, animal rescue
	Bus station, garage, travel agents
	Campsite, pirate ship, explorer camp

	Key texts
	The Colour Monster
Full, Full, Full of Love
Owl Babies
All Are Welcome
Only One You
My hair
	Binny’s Diwali
Kipper’s Birthday
That’s Not My Reindeer
The Christmas Story
Peppa’s Diwali
	Humpty Dumpty
Twinkle Twinkle 
Incy Wincy Spider
Five Little Ducks
Hickory Dickory Dock
Miss Polly Had a Dolly
Jack and Jill
Goldilocks 
The Three Little Pigs
The Gingerbread Man
Little Red Riding Hood
The Enormous Turnip
	Rumble in the Jungle
Walking Through the Jungle
Dear Zoo
Giraffes Can’t Dance
Monkey Puzzle
The Very Hungry Caterpillar
What the Ladybird Heard
	The Train Ride
Naughty Bus
Duck in the Truck
We All Go Travelling By
Mrs Armitage on Wheels
Emma Jane’s Aeroplane
The Hundred Decker Bus
	Handa’s Surprise
The Everywhere Bear
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt
Billy’s Bucket
Commotion in the Ocean
The Train Ride
The Snail and the Whale

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Self-regulation

Managing Self

Building Relationship
	 We will be learning to…
Build relationships with adults and peers.

Learn classroom routines.

Explore feelings and emotions.

Learn to take turns.

Begin to play alongside and with others.

Develop confidence in a new environment.

	 We will be learning to…
Talk about what makes us special.

Learn about similarities and differences.

Build confidence in group activities.

Take turns and share.

Talk about feelings linked to celebrations.

Develop independence in routines.
	 We will be learning to…
Build confidence to speak in groups.

Share ideas during role play.

Learn to take turns in games. and storytelling.

Develop perseverance through challenges.

Play cooperatively with others.

Talk about feelings through stories.
	 We will be learning to…
Develop confidence to share ideas.

Play cooperatively with others.

Learn to care for living things.

Talk about feelings through stories.

Build resilience when trying new activities.

Develop independence during routines.
	 We will be learning to…
Keep safe.

Take turns during games and role play.

Build confidence to share experiences.

Play cooperatively.

Develop independence in daily routines.

Talk about feelings during journeys and new experiences.
	 We will be learning to…
Identify similarities and differences.

Talk about different families and communities.

Develop confidence to try new experiences.

Cooperate and share ideas.

Celebrate what makes us unique.

Reflect on memories.

	Progression of Understanding
Self-Regulation
Children develop from recognising and expressing their own feelings to managing emotions appropriately, understanding the feelings of others and regulating their behaviour in different situations.

Managing Self
Children develop from following familiar routines with support to showing increasing independence, resilience, confidence and responsibility for their own needs and belongings.

Building Relationships
Children develop from playing alongside others to building friendships, working cooperatively, sharing ideas, negotiating during play and showing empathy towards others.

	Physical Development
Gross Motor Skills
Fine Motor Skills
	We will be learning to…
Develop gross motor skills outdoors.

Climb, balance, run and jump.

Develop fine motor activities (threading, playdough, tweezers).

Begin to hold mark-making tools with increasing control.

Toileting and handwashing
Routines.
	We will be learning to…
Develop fine motor activities linked to celebrations (threading, decorating, wrapping).

Use scissors with increasing control.

Explore movement through music and dancing.

Balance, climb and move (linked to outdoors).

Develop self-care and hygiene routines.
	We will be learning to…
Learn action songs and movement rhymes.

Develop fine motor activities linked to story making.

Build and create story settings.

Dance and move to nursery rhymes.

Develop pencil and tool control.

Develop our movement skills through a range of outdoor activities.

	We will be learning to…
Move like different animals.

Complete obstacle courses that are inspired by habitats.

Develop fine motor activities (threading, tweezers, playdough animals).

Develop pencil control through drawing patterns.

Move with increasing confidence, coordination, and control in the outdoor environment.
 
Develop self-care skills.
	We will be learning to…
Move our bodies in different ways through large movement activities.

Travel in different ways, such as crawling, climbing, balancing, and jumping. 

Develop our fine motor skills through construction, threading, and using a range of tools.

Use a range of marks to represent routes, journeys, and places.

Develop balance, coordination, strength, and confidence through outdoor balancing and climbing activities.

	We will be learning to…
Explore the outdoor environment with curiosity and confidence, moving safely and independently. 

Use a range of fine motor skills with increasing control, strength and coordination. 

Engage in sensory and water play, exploring and describing different materials and their properties. 

Make purposeful marks using large and small movements to represent ideas, experiences and early writing. 

Show increasing independence in self-care routines, managing personal needs with growing confidence.

	Progression of Understanding
Gross Motor Skills
Children develop from exploring movement and learning to move safely in their environment to demonstrating increasing balance, coordination, control and confidence during a range of physical activities

Fine Motor Skills
Children develop from experimenting with tools and materials to using their hands and fingers with increasing strength, precision and control for construction, creative activities, mark-making and early writing.

Developing Independence and Self-Care
Children develop from following routines with support to showing increasing independence in self-care, personal hygiene, managing risks and meeting their own physical needs.

	
Communication and Language

Listening, attention and understanding

Speaking
	 We will be learning to…
Settle into routines and listen to adults.

Understand new vocabulary linked to classroom routines.

Follow simple instructions.

Join in with songs and familiar rhymes.

Talk about themselves and their families.

Begin answering simple questions.
	We will be learning to…
Understand vocabulary linked to celebrations and festivals.

Join in with repeated phrases and familiar stories.

Start talking about experiences at home.

Follow simple two-step instructions.

Ask simple questions.

Retell familiar events in simple sentences.
	We will be learning to…
Join in with repeated phrases and refrains.

Retell familiar stories using props.

Learn and use story language.

Listen carefully during story times.

Begin to talk about characters and events.

Use talk during imaginative play.
	We will be learning to…
Understand new vocabulary linked to animals and habitats.

Talk about favourite animals and why.

Listen to and join in with story language.
Begin to answer questions about books and experiences.

Follow instructions during activities.

Use talk during imaginative play.
	We will be learning to…
Understand new vocabulary linked to transport and travel.

Talk about journeys and experiences.

Listen to stories and join in with repeated phrases.
Ask simple questions.

Follow instructions during games and activities.

	We will be learning to…
Understand vocabulary linked to adventures and places.

Talk about holidays, journeys and experiences.

Listen to stories from different places and cultures.

Begin to ask questions about the world.

Use talk during imaginative play.

Join in with repeated phrases and storytelling.

	Progression of Understanding
Listening, Attention and Understanding
Children develop from listening to familiar adults and following simple instructions to maintaining attention for longer periods, understanding and responding appropriately to questions, and following increasingly complex instructions.

Speaking
Children develop from using words and short phrases to communicate their needs and ideas to speaking in longer sentences, using a wider range of vocabulary, asking questions, retelling experiences and expressing their thoughts with increasing confidence.

	Literacy
	Talk 4 Writing
Focus Text: Books, rhyme and talk

Children will:
Handle books carefully.

Begin to understand print carries meaning.

Join in with repeated phrases.

Talk about familiar stories.

Recognise their name.
	Talk 4 Writing
Focus Text: Story language, rhyme and celebrations

Children will:
Join in with repeated refrains.

Begin to talk about characters and events.

Continue recognising their name.

Enjoy sharing books with adults and peers.
	Talk 4 Writing
Focus Text: Storytelling, rhyme and repetition

Children will:
Retell familiar stories with support.

Begin to sequence simple events.

Recognise familiar book features.

Enjoy rhyme and repeated language.

Begin to talk about favourite books and characters.
	Talk 4 Writing
Focus Text: Story language and information books

Children will:
Talk about favourite animals and characters.

Begin to talk about story events.

Enjoy non-fiction texts about animals.

Recognise familiar words and pictures in books.
	Talk 4 Writing
Focus Text: Stories, journeys and information texts

Children will:
Join in with repeated refrains.

Talk about journeys and vehicles.

Enjoy books about transport.

Begin to talk about events in stories.

Recognise familiar signs and symbols.
	Talk 4 Writing
Focus Text: Stories, adventures and experiences

Children will:
Join in with repeated refrains.

Talk about characters and settings.

Explore books about different places and communities.

Begin to retell familiar events.

Enjoy sharing favourite stories with peers.

	Progression of Understanding
Reading and Comprehension
Children develop from enjoying books, rhymes and stories with others to talking about characters, events and settings, joining in with repeated language and retelling familiar stories with increasing confidence.

Print Awareness
Children develop from exploring books and noticing print in their environment to understanding that print carries meaning, recognising their own name and demonstrating increasing awareness of how books and print work.

Storytelling and Language
Children develop from talking about pictures and familiar experiences to recalling events, using story language, sequencing simple stories and expressing their ideas through talk, role play and imaginative storytelling.

	Mark Making
	 We will be learning to…
Explore different marks and materials to discover how marks can be made. 

Use large movements to create patterns and marks in different ways. 
Draw simple circles, lines and other basic shapes.

Talk about our marks and give meaning to the pictures and patterns we create. 

Begin to draw faces and people who are important to us, such as family members.




	 We will be learning to…
Create marks and drawings linked to celebrations and special events.

Draw simple firework patterns using lines, dots, curves and repeated marks.
Use circular and zig-zag movements with increasing control.

Begin to explain what our drawings and marks represent.

Explore making the marks in our own name and recognise that print carries meaning.

Use a range of tools and materials to decorate cards, invitations and gift tags.

	 We will be learning to…
Begin to use simple story maps to retell familiar stories and recall key events.

Draw favourite characters from stories and talk about their features and actions.
Make marks inspired by familiar rhymes and stories, giving meaning to our creations.

Use large movements to create marks, patterns, and shapes on a variety of surfaces.

Talk about our drawings and explain what they represent.

Begin to represent characters, events, and ideas from stories through pictures and marks.
	 We will be learning to…
Create animal patterns and prints using a range of tools, materials and textures.

Draw our favourite animals, including some features we can see.
Use large movements to make marks that represent how different animals move.

Begin to make observational drawings by looking carefully at objects, pictures and animals.

Give meaning to our marks, drawings and pictures by talking about what we have created.

Explore making marks in sensory materials such as sand, paint, foam and dough.
	 We will be learning to…
Draw roads, tracks, and pathways using a range of mark-making tools. 

Use lines and shapes to represent routes and journeys.
Create simple maps to show how people and vehicles travel from one place to another. 

Talk about journeys and the routes we have represented.

Make marks, symbols, and tickets during transport-themed role play. 

Begin to understand that marks and symbols can carry meaning.

Use large movements to create marks, roads, tracks, and patterns outdoors. 

Develop control and coordination through large-scale mark making.

Draw and talk about our favourite vehicles, adding details to our pictures.

Explain what our marks, drawings, and symbols represent. 

Use marks to communicate our ideas and experiences.
	 We will be learning to…
Create simple treasure maps using marks, symbols and pictures to represent places and routes. 

Draw pictures of holidays, journeys and special experiences, including some recognisable details. 

Use drawings and marks to represent our ideas, thoughts and stories. 

Create large-scale marks, patterns and pictures outdoors using a range of materials and tools. 

Talk about our drawings and explain the meaning of the marks and symbols we have used.


	Progression of Understanding
Exploring and Making Marks
Children develop from exploring a range of tools, materials and surfaces to make marks to creating increasingly controlled lines, shapes, patterns and representations using a variety of media.

Giving Meaning to Marks
Children develop from talking about their marks and drawings to using marks, symbols and pictures to represent people, experiences, stories, ideas and mathematical thinking.

Representing Ideas and Experiences
Children develop from creating simple drawings and symbols to using mark making purposefully within play, storytelling, map making, role play and early writing experiences. They begin to understand that marks, symbols and print can communicate meaning.

	Phonics
	We are learning to...
Listen carefully to sounds in the environment.

Notice and identify different sounds around us.

Join in with nursery rhymes and familiar songs.

Listen to and enjoy stories.

Develop attention and listening skills during adult-led activities.

Explore instruments and body percussion.

Hear and talk about sounds we can make with our voices.

	We are learning to...
Join in with rhymes and repeated refrains.

Recognise when words rhyme.

Clap and tap simple rhythms.

Listen carefully and respond to sounds.

Learn new vocabulary through stories, songs and conversation.

Develop confidence when speaking in small groups.

	We are learning to...
Listen carefully to words and identify similarities in sounds.

Enjoy stories and talk about what we have heard.

Join in with repeated phrases and familiar rhymes.

Develop listening and attention skills during group sessions.

Explore alliteration through games and songs.

Build vocabulary through high-quality texts and conversation.

	We are learning to...
Listen for sounds at the beginning of words.

Begin to identify words that start with the same sound.

Recognise environmental sounds and link them to objects or actions.

Hear and distinguish between different speech sounds.

Continue to develop rhyme, rhythm and oral blending skills.

Enjoy sharing books and talking about print.

	We are learning to...
Recognise and say some Set 1 sounds. 

Hear sounds at the beginning of words. 

Join in with oral blending games. 

Link sounds to meaningful objects, pictures and experiences. 

Develop correct pronunciation of taught sounds. 

Enjoy mark-making and giving meaning to marks.

	We are learning to...
Recognise and say taught Set 1 sounds.

Begin to spot taught sounds in books and the environment.

Blend sounds orally to make simple words.

Hear and identify sounds in words.

Develop confidence when joining in with phonics sessions.

Apply sound knowledge in play, mark-making and early writing.


	Progression of Understanding
Listening and Attention
Children develop from noticing and responding to sounds in the environment to listening attentively during stories, songs, rhymes and phonics activities. They begin to distinguish between different sounds and maintain attention for longer periods.

Rhythm, Rhyme and Sound Awareness
Children develop from joining in with songs, rhymes and repeated refrains to recognising rhyming words, exploring alliteration and identifying similarities and differences in sounds within words.

Speaking and Oral Blending
Children develop from hearing and repeating sounds to listening for sounds in words, identifying initial sounds and blending sounds orally to make simple words. They begin to use phonological awareness during play, stories and conversations.

Phonic Knowledge
Children develop from exploring environmental sounds and speech sounds to recognising and recalling taught Set 1 sounds. They begin to make links between sounds, objects, pictures and print in meaningful contexts.

Applying Phonics
Children develop from participating in sound games and listening activities to spotting taught sounds in books and the environment, applying sound knowledge during play, mark making and early writing experiences.

	Mathematics
	We are learning to...
Sort and match objects according to different features such as colour, size and shape.

Explore and name colours in the environment and through play.

Compare objects by size using mathematical language such as big, small, bigger and smaller.

Develop counting skills through songs, rhymes, stories and practical play experiences.

Recognise, copy and create simple patterns.

Explore positional language such as in, on, under, behind, next to and between.

Use mathematical language to describe, compare and investigate objects.

Explore numbers in the environment and begin to recognise numerals through play.

Experiment with marks, symbols and drawings to represent quantities and ideas.
	We are learning to...
Sort and group objects. 

Compare size and quantity. 

Explore repeating patterns. 

Count through songs and celebrations. 

Explore shape through wrapping, decorations and crafts. 

Begin to notice numbers in the environment. 

Match small quantities to numerals through practical play. 

Use marks and symbols to represent amounts in creative activities.

	We are learning to...
Count through nursery rhymes. 

Sing number songs and finger rhymes. 

Sort and compare objects. 

Explore shape and size through stories. 

Explore positional language. 

Begin to notice sequences and order. 

Recognise numerals to 3 and matching them to groups of objects. 

Use own marks and symbols to represent number during play. 

Match and sort shapes by their properties.

	We are learning to...
Count animals and compare groups. 

Match and sort animals. 

Explore patterns (stripes, spots, shapes). 

Compare size and weight. 

Explore positional language (under, over, through). 

Explore simple repeating patterns. 

Recognise numerals to 5 in meaningful contexts.
 
Show the correct quantity to match a numeral. 

Combine shapes to create pictures of animals and habitats.

	We are learning to...
Count vehicles and passengers. 

Compare speed, size and distance. 

Sort vehicles by type.
 
Explore positional language (under, over, next to). 

Recognise simple shapes in transport.
 
Create repeating patterns. 

Match numerals to quantities to 5 through practical activities. 

Use marks, symbols and emerging numerals to record quantities. 

Combine shapes to create vehicles and simple models.

	We are learning to...
Count objects beyond 5. 

Compare size, distance and capacity. 

Explore positional language.

Sort objects from different environments. 

Recognise shapes in the environment. 

Repeat patterns and simple problem solving. 

Recognise and use numerals in play and everyday environments. 

Represent quantities using marks, symbols and emergent number writing. 

Use and combine shapes to create models, pictures and structures.


	Progression of Understanding
Number and Counting
Children develop from joining in with counting songs, rhymes and everyday counting experiences to counting objects with increasing accuracy, recognising numerals and matching quantities to numbers. They begin to use number knowledge during play and problem-solving situations.

Pattern, Shape and Measure
Children develop from noticing simple patterns, shapes and differences in size to creating repeating patterns, recognising and describing shapes, and comparing objects using mathematical language related to size, weight, length, distance and capacity.

Sorting, Comparing and Classifying
Children develop from sorting and matching objects by simple features to explaining how objects have been grouped, comparing quantities and identifying similarities and differences between objects and groups.

Position, Space and Mathematical Thinking
Children develop from exploring positional language during play to describing the position and movement of objects using mathematical vocabulary. They begin to apply mathematical ideas to investigate, predict, solve problems and explain their thinking.

Representing Mathematical Ideas
Children develop from using marks, symbols, drawings and objects to represent quantities and mathematical ideas to using numerals, patterns, shapes and mathematical language with increasing confidence and purpose during play and exploration.


	Understanding the World



	We will be learning to…
Talk about our family and the special people in our lives. 

Recognise similarities and differences between ourselves and others. 

Identify and name parts of our body and explore our senses. 

Learn about different homes and environments.
 
Observe and talk about seasonal changes in Autumn. 

Understand and celebrate Harvest and why it is important.


	We will be learning to…
Talk about family celebrations and traditions that are special to us. 

Learn about Diwali and how it is celebrated by some families and communities. 

Learn about Christmas and the traditions associated with the celebration. 

Explore Bonfire Night and why people celebrate it. 
Identify similarities and differences between different celebrations and traditions. 

Observe and talk about seasonal changes during Winter. 

Explore light and dark through stories, celebrations, investigations and play. 

Develop an understanding of how light is used in different celebrations and everyday life.

	We will be learning to…
Explore different materials through story houses and everyday objects. 

Compare homes and environments, noticing similarities and differences. 

Observe and talk about seasonal changes as Winter changes into Spring. 

Investigate how things work and solve simple problems inspired by stories. 

Take part in cooking and baking activities linked to familiar stories and themes. 

Explore similarities and differences between people, places, objects and experiences. 

Use new vocabulary to describe materials, homes, environments and changes in the natural world.

	We will be learning to…
Explore wild animals and the habitats where they live. 

Learn about animal babies and how living things grow and change.
 
Understand how to care for living things with kindness and respect. 

Discover and investigate minibeasts in our environment. 
Observe and talk about seasonal changes during Spring. 

Recognise similarities and differences between different animals.

	We are learning to...
Explore and talk about different types of transport.

Discuss journeys we have been on and how people travel from place to place.

Investigate transport we see in our local environment.

Use simple maps to find places and follow routes.

Begin to use and understand simple directional language, such as forwards, backwards, next to and behind.

Explore how things move in different ways, including rolling, sliding, floating and flying.

Learn how to stay safe near roads and when travelling.

Identify similarities and differences between different types of transport.

Talk about how transport helps people travel and move things from one place to another.

Explore our local area and notice features of the environment around us.

	We will be learning to…
Explore communities around the world. 

Learn about different homes, foods and celebrations. 

Use maps and talk about journeys to different places. 

Discover seaside environments and what we might find there. 

Explore water through play and investigation. 

Observe and talk about seasonal changes in Summer. 

Recognise similarities and differences between people and places.


	Progression of Understanding
People, Culture and Communities
Children develop from talking about themselves, their families and special people to recognising similarities and differences between people, celebrations, traditions and communities. They begin to understand that people have different experiences, beliefs and ways of life.

The Natural World
Children develop from exploring their immediate environment and seasonal changes to observing living things, animal habitats, life cycles and changes in the natural world. They begin to talk about similarities, differences and change over time.

Past and Present Experiences
Children develop from talking about their own experiences and special events to recalling celebrations, traditions, journeys and experiences from stories. They begin to make connections between familiar experiences and what they learn about the wider world.

People, Places and Exploration
Children develop from exploring homes, nursery and their local environment to investigating maps, transport, journeys and communities beyond their immediate experience. They begin to compare places, environments and ways of life while developing curiosity about the world around them.

Investigation and Problem Solving
Children develop from exploring materials, objects and their environment through play to asking questions, investigating how things work, solving simple problems and sharing what they have discovered.

	Expressive Art and Design

Creating with Materials

Being Imaginative and Expressive
	We will be learning to…
Create self-portraits and talk about what makes us unique. 

Explore and mix colours to discover how new colours can be made. 

Talk about our families and represent them through artwork. 

Use natural materials to create Autumn transient art. 

Sing familiar songs and nursery rhymes with confidence. 

Explore and make different sounds using instruments. 

Join in with music, movement and action songs. 

Use our imagination in the home corner to act out real-life experiences. 

Develop our creativity through role play, art, music and exploration. 

Share our ideas, thoughts and experiences through creative activities.

	We will be learning to…
Explore colour, pattern, texture and shape through creative activities. 

Create firework paintings using a range of colours and tools. 

Design and make Rangoli patterns using natural and craft materials. 

Create Christmas crafts and decorations using different materials and techniques. 

Explore and describe the textures of materials through sensory and creative play. 

Respond to celebration music through movement and dance. 
Learn and perform seasonal songs, rhymes and simple actions. 

Use small world resources and role play to recreate celebrations and familiar experiences. 

Express ideas, thoughts and experiences through art, music, movement and imaginative play.

	We are learning to...
Create puppets and use them to represent characters and tell stories.

Use role play to retell and act out familiar stories.

Develop storytelling skills through small world play.

Design and build homes for story characters using a range of materials.

Create props to enhance our imaginative play and storytelling.

Sing familiar nursery rhymes and action songs with confidence.

Explore how instruments can be played in different ways to create sounds.

Use music, movement and imagination to express ideas and feelings.

Share our own ideas and experiences through creative play.

Work together to create stories, characters and imaginative worlds.

	We are learning to...
Create animal masks and use them in imaginative play and storytelling.

Explore different textures, patterns and colours through animal-themed printing.

Use a range of materials to create collages and represent animals and habitats.

Respond to music through movement, dance and imaginative play.

Use small world resources to create stories and explore the lives of different animals.

Design and build habitats for animals using a variety of materials.

Paint and draw animals, noticing their features, colours and patterns.

Explore similarities and differences between animals.

Express our ideas, experiences and imagination through art, music and role play.

Develop creativity by experimenting with different materials, tools and techniques.

	We are learning to...
Explore and use a variety of materials to create models, vehicles and structures.

Design and build vehicles through junk modelling.

Experiment with wheel painting and printing to create patterns and marks.

Respond to transport songs through movement, dance and action.

Create simple maps, tickets and signs as part of imaginative play.

Use small world vehicles to develop stories and explore journeys.

Build roads, bridges and transport routes using construction materials.

Explore and respond to sounds linked to transport and movement.

Express ideas and experiences through art, music, design and imaginative play.

	We are learning to...
Explore and appreciate different cultures, traditions and experiences through art, music and food.

Respond to music through movement, dance and imaginative expression.

Create maps and use symbols and marks to represent places and journeys.

Use a range of materials to create artwork inspired by the sea and the natural world.

Develop storytelling and imagination through small world play.

Work together to build dens and create imaginative role-play scenarios.

Design, make and adapt models using a variety of recycled materials.

Explore different types of transport and talk about how people travel.

Express our ideas, thoughts and experiences through art, music, construction and role play.

Use our creativity and imagination to create, explore and solve problems.


	Progression of Understanding
Creating with Materials
Children develop from exploring a range of materials, tools and techniques to creating purposeful artwork, models, props and representations. They begin to select materials independently and talk about their creative choices.

Being Imaginative and Expressive
Children develop from acting out familiar experiences through role play to creating stories, characters, adventures and imaginative worlds using small world play, puppets, construction and storytelling.

Music and Movement
Children develop from joining in with familiar songs, rhymes and actions to exploring rhythm, movement and musical expression. They begin to use instruments, movement and performance to express ideas, feelings and experiences.

Exploring and Communicating Ideas
Children develop from expressing themselves through simple creative experiences to using art, music, dance, construction and imaginative play to communicate their thoughts, experiences and understanding of the world around them.
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