
	History  
	Year 5/6    
	Autumn Term        Terms 1 and 2
	The Mayan Civilisation

	How did the Mayan rule in the classical period? 





	Key dates

	c. 2000 BCE
	Early Maya communities began farming crops such as maize.

	c. 1000 BCE
	Maya settlements and villages became more established.

	c. 600 BCE
	Some of the first large Maya ceremonial centres developed.

	c. 250 BCE
	The Maya began building larger cities and developing powerful city-states

	 250 CE
	The Classic Maya period began.

	300 CE
	Maya writing and record-keeping became increasingly sophisticated.

	400 CE
	Powerful Maya rulers controlled major city-states and built impressive monuments.

	500 CE
	Maya knowledge of astronomy, mathematics and calendars continued to develop.

	600 CE
	Maya cities such as Tikal and Palenque grew in size and importance.

	900 CE
	Many major southern Maya cities were abandoned or greatly reduced in size.

	1500 CE
	Spanish conquest brought major changes to Maya societies, although Maya people and communities survived.

	c. 900 CE
	

	1200 CE
	

	
	


	Key objectives                     Historical Skills

	Where and When did the Maya live?
	Chronology

	What made the Maya civilisation?
	Historical Significance

	How do we know about the Maya?
	Evidence and Interpretation?

	How were the Maya ruled?
	Similarity and Difference

	Key vocabulary

	Historian        
	crops                  ajaw

	archaeologist
	porous                comparing

	artefacts           port
	limestone            kingdom

	region              trade
	jadeite              abandoned

	drought            invade
	settlement          obsidian

	irrigate             hostile
	ravine               annex


Sticky Knowledge
· [bookmark: _GoBack] Power and Leadership: Maya cities were ruled by powerful kings who controlled their city-state. 
· Society and Daily Life: Maya society had different social groups, and most people were farmers. 
· Change and Development: The Maya made important discoveries in mathematics and astronomy, including using zero. 
·  Community, Identity and Migration: The Maya lived across Central America, and Maya communities and cultures still exist today.
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