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Values and Vision
Growing together in strength, love and wisdom, we shine.
 “Let your light shine” 
Matthew 5:16

‘Let your light shine’ encapsulates the school’s commitment to provide an enriching education which is deep and broad. Pupils will be equipped for life in all its fullness through our Christian values of strength, love and wisdom.

Learning will be a journey of fun and adventure, broadening the horizons of our pupils and inspiring them to be the best they can be. Within a nurturing environment, we will support our pupils to give them the strength to flourish as confident, resilient and independent members of society.

Christian character illuminates all aspects of school life, where everyone is understood and valued. At the heart of our safe and inclusive schools, pupils will be kind, patient and respectful - developing a love of one another, a love of learning and a love of life itself. 

The aspirational curriculum will foster curious and creative thinkers, who will be encouraged to maximise every opportunity and be proud of their achievements. Pupils will find joy in seeking knowledge and learning new skills, as they grow together on their journey through childhood. 

Our schools are forward-thinking and outward-looking. We will continuously improve and evolve together, in order to inspire pupils who leave our schools feeling excited and ready for the future.









Spirituality at Welshampton Church of England Primary School
Spirituality is a term which is difficult to define as it is a very personal experience.  At Welshampton, spirituality is understood as the deepening of the relationships and connections we form with ourselves, with others, with the world around us, and with something greater beyond our immediate experience. Our approach is grounded in the core values of Strength, Love and Wisdom, which guide us in shaping a reflective, compassionate and resilient school community.
In living out our vision ‘Growing together in strength, love and wisdom we shine  we foster an environment where all members of our community are encouraged to explore moments of awe, wonder and curiosity. We nurture openness, peace, kindness and respect, recognising these qualities as essential to personal growth and collective flourishing.
Through intentional opportunities for reflection, discussion and shared experience, children and adults alike develop a deeper understanding of themselves, appreciation of others, and thoughtful engagement with the wider world. Our commitment to spiritual development is integral to all aspects of school life and underpins a culture where every individual is valued, supported and inspired to shine.
To support children in understanding the relational heart of spirituality, we use a simple and practical language of “in, out and up.”
· In reflects moments of self‑awareness, helping children recognise their own thoughts, feelings and identity.
· Out focuses on seeing, valuing and understanding others, strengthening empathy and community connection.
· Up invites children to look beyond the everyday, to the physical and creative world, to experiences that inspire awe and wonder, and to the sense of something greater than ourselves. As a Church of England school, this includes an opportunity to encounter God through the opportunities offered in Collective Worship. 

This shared language helps children notice and articulate their spiritual experiences in ways that are meaningful and developmentally appropriate.
Although spirituality has historically been associated with religion, it is, in fact, a universal human experience. In our Church school, our practices of spirituality are rooted in the Christian faith and the beliefs and practices we explore through worship. However, we believe spirituality belongs to all people, regardless of whether they hold religious beliefs or none at all. There will therefore be opportunities for children to develop spiritually across the whole curriculum in a variety of ways. 
(Comment: This ensures an understanding that in a C of E school, spirituality is rooted in Christianity but will have a broad range of presentations both in worship and across the curriculum)
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· Themselves (LOOKING IN)
· Their relationship with others (LOOKING OUT)
· God and Jesus’s teachings (LOOKING UP)



As a school we are developing spirituality across the curriculum.
Through our approach to spiritual development, we aim for children and adults to grow in their ability to:
Strength
· Develop inner strength and resilience, believing in their God-given potential and finding courage when facing challenges.
· Stand firm in their beliefs and values, showing conviction and bravery when defending what is right.
· Approach risk with confidence, learning positively from both failure and success, and recognising each experience as part of their journey of growth.
· Be comfortable with stillness and silence, drawing on quiet moments to build emotional strength, restore calm, and reflect deeply.
Love
· Show deep empathy and compassion, recognising and valuing the experiences of others within the school and wider community.
· Value and care for themselves, understanding their worth as unique, loved individuals.
· Be ready to say sorry, demonstrating humility, kindness, and a willingness to repair relationships by forgiving themselves and others.
· Appreciate what is good, cultivating gratitude for friends, family, opportunities, and the beauty of the world, and showing generosity in response.
· Express themselves creatively, celebrating the joy, wonder and beauty in life through art, music, storytelling, and imagination.
Wisdom
· Demonstrate curiosity and open‑mindedness, especially when exploring life’s big questions of meaning, purpose, and belief.
· Exercise imagination and critical thinking, recognising awe and wonder while thinking deeply about their experiences.
· Be intrigued by mystery, remaining open to the spiritual and to the possibility of the transcendent in everyday life.
· Use reflection as a tool for learning, understanding themselves better and making considered, thoughtful choices.
How We Achieve This at Welshampton
Spirituality weaves through every aspect of life at Welshampton Church of England Primary School. It permeates our vision, culture, relationships, curriculum, and daily practices. At the heart of our school community, spirituality ignites a journey of self-discovery, empathy, and growth, empowering each individual to flourish and shine their light brightly in service to others.
We achieve this in the following ways:
Curiosity, Questioning, and a Safe Environment
· Our pupils have enquiring minds and are eager to learn about themselves, others, and the world.
· We foster a safe, nurturing environment where children feel confident to ask deep questions, test ideas, and explore their thoughts openly.
A Curriculum That Inspires
· Pupils value learning and enjoy questioning, listening, and responding creatively across all subjects.
· Our ambitious, broad, and aspirational curriculum ensures that every child can ignite their interests, explore their talents, and experience rich opportunities for spiritual growth at every stage.
· High-quality teaching promotes deep thinking and encourages pupils to move beyond facts to reflect on meaning, values, and purpose.
· Each subject is intentionally designed with spiritual development in mind. For example, English texts often explore ethical dilemmas or big human questions, while science and geography provide opportunities for awe, wonder, and appreciation of the natural world.
Creativity, Expression, and Awe
· Teachers are committed to filling learning with moments of awe and wonder.
· Pupils have ample opportunities to express themselves creatively through art, music, storytelling, drama, and design developing both emotional insight and spiritual awareness.
· Outdoor learning connects children with nature, encouraging appreciation, stewardship, and a sense of belonging within creation.
Religious Education and Big Questions
· Our RE curriculum explores Christianity alongside other faiths and worldviews through the Kapow Scheme.
· Pupils contemplate big questions about life, purpose, and meaning, developing their ability to reflect critically and articulate their own beliefs and values.
· Through spiritual inquiry, children learn to challenge assumptions, listen respectfully, and deepen their moral reasoning, preparing them to become thoughtful, compassionate individuals.
Collective Worship and Christian Values
· Our daily acts of worship using the ‘In, Out, Up’ model welcome and include everyone, recognising the diverse faith backgrounds and spiritual journeys within our school.
· Pupils explore the teachings of Jesus, Bible stories, and Christian values, reflecting on their relevance to their own lives and the wider world.
· Worship includes opportunities to reflect on beauty, joy, challenge, and injustice. Pupils consider their responsibilities to others and how they might grow in love and service.
· Children, staff, and visiting leaders all take turns delivering collective worship, fostering confidence and ownership.
· We maintain strong links with St Michael and All Angels Church, celebrating Christian festivals in church and welcoming Reverend Gareth for fortnightly worship.
Celebrating Diversity and Global Awareness
· We celebrate diverse cultures, faiths, and traditions through festivals, school visits to places of worship, Journey days, global learning activities, and cultural exploration.
· These experiences help children develop respect for difference, curiosity about the wider world, and a sense of global connection.
Community and Service
· Pupils enjoy positive relationships within the local community, including performing at the Parish Hall and welcoming volunteers into school.
· Acts of kindness and service such as fundraising, community events, and environmental projects help pupils grow in empathy, humility, and social responsibility.
Enrichment and Leadership
· Our wide range of extra-curricular clubs such as sports, cooking, arts, Forest School, computing, and Young Engineers encourage children to discover passions and develop confidence.
· Pupils are given opportunities to lead in roles such as School Parliament, House Captains, reading buddies, and Collective Worship monitors, helping them grow as responsible, reflective leaders.
Policies and Ethos That Nurture Spiritual Growth
· Our Behaviour Policy reflects our Christian values of kindness, empathy, forgiveness, and respect. Children are supported to restore relationships, make amends, and experience grace.
· School policies across the board reinforce our commitment to nurturing the whole child academically, emotionally, and spiritually.
Celebration and Flourishing
· We celebrate children’s achievements in many forms: weekly assemblies, displays, dojo points, performances, and personal recognition.
· We value each child’s unique strengths and celebrate flourishing in all its forms not only academic success.
Sacred Spaces
· Each classroom has a prayer or reflection corner where pupils can gather, pause, and reflect.
· Displays reflect Bible stories, Christian values, and opportunities for spiritual exploration.
Governors are responsible for:
· Ensuring that the school’s Christian vision shapes the development, implementation, and monitoring of the Spirituality Policy.
· Holding school leaders to account for providing high‑quality opportunities for pupils’ spiritual development across the curriculum, collective worship, and wider school life.
· Monitoring the impact of spiritual development on pupils’ personal growth, wellbeing, attitudes, and behaviour.
· Ensuring that the policy aligns with Church of England guidance and statutory expectations related to collective worship and RE.
· Supporting the school in maintaining strong links with the parish church and wider community.
The Senior Leadership Team (SLT) is responsible for:
· Embedding the Spirituality Policy throughout school life, ensuring it reflects the school’s Christian values of Strength, Love and Wisdom.
· Ensuring that staff understand what spirituality means at Welshampton and how to nurture it in their practice.
· Monitoring the quality and impact of spiritual development through learning walks, pupil voice, collective worship evaluation, and curriculum reviews.
· Providing ongoing training and support to staff to help them create meaningful spiritual learning experiences.
· Ensuring that classroom and whole‑school environments include opportunities for reflection, prayer, awe, and wonder.
· Working closely with the local church to maintain strong partnerships and ensure rich spiritual experiences.
· Reporting regularly to governors on the impact of spiritual development within the school.
Teachers are responsible for:
· Actively promoting the school’s Christian values of Strength, Love and Wisdom in their daily practice, interactions, and decision‑making.
· Embedding opportunities for spiritual reflection, awe, curiosity, and big questions within their teaching across all subjects.
· Creating safe, nurturing classroom environments where children feel confident to wonder, question, reflect and explore their own beliefs and values.
· Making effective use of prayer and reflection spaces in classrooms.
· Modelling empathy, kindness, forgiveness, and respect as part of everyday practice.
· Contributing to the planning and delivery of collective worship when appropriate.
· Nurturing each child’s unique spiritual journey, supporting their personal growth, wellbeing, and flourishing.
All Staff are responsible for:
· Modelling the school’s Christian values of Strength, Love and Wisdom in their interactions with pupils, colleagues, and families.
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