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Food Technology
Food Technology has continued to flourish this year, with ongoing investment in both the Upper and Lower School kitchens providing welcoming and well-equipped spaces for children to learn and grow. With 15 staff members now trained to Level 2 Food Hygiene standards, children have been able to access practical cooking sessions safely and confidently.
Regular use of the Food Technology rooms has given children opportunities to prepare a variety of healthy dishes whilst developing important life skills such as independence, teamwork, problem-solving and an understanding of healthy eating. A particular highlight was Pancake Day, where children thoroughly enjoyed preparing, cooking and tasting their own pancakes.
It has also been lovely to see Food Technology becoming increasingly cross-curricular, with children applying mathematical skills through weighing and measuring, exploring healthy lifestyles through PSHE, and developing their understanding of nutrition and physical wellbeing through PE. These experiences help children make meaningful connections across their learning and develop skills for everyday life.
Art and Design Technology
This year, following discussions with staff, we reviewed and adapted our curriculum mapping to reflect new class structures and topics, helping to create stronger links across the curriculum. As our EYFS curriculum extends through to Year 2, it was important that this continued to promote the Expressive Arts and Design strand, encouraging curiosity, creativity and exploration. It has been wonderful to see staff nurturing a love of the arts through continuous provision and creative opportunities within the classroom.
Each class has explored a range of artists, from contemporary figures such as Banksy to influential artists like Yayoi Kusama, helping children to appreciate different styles, techniques and cultures. The impact of this can be seen in the fantastic artwork displayed throughout school.
It has also been pleasing to see Art and Design Technology skills applied across other areas of learning. A highlight was Libby's STEM Carnival, where children embraced the design process to create imaginative carnival games, demonstrating creativity, teamwork and problem-solving skills in a meaningful and engaging way.
We have continued to celebrate children's creativity through our termly Art Galleries, both in school and online, as well as through cross-curricular displays that showcase achievements across the curriculum. We are also looking forward to our upcoming Creative Arts Week, where families will be invited into school to view artwork, food technology creations and enjoy performances from our Signing Stars Makaton Choir.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Parental engagement has remained an important focus this year. A mindfulness tote bag painting workshop was very well received, providing an opportunity for parents to be creative alongside one another. I was also pleased to complete the Art Therapy: Creative Interventions for Kids with Trauma, Anxiety and ADHD qualification. This will support the introduction of a new creative intervention next academic year, helping to further promote children's emotional wellbeing, self-expression and resilience.
      
