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Music, Performing Arts and Creative Expression
This year has been another exceptional year for Music and Performing Arts at Holly Grove, with a wealth of exciting opportunities enabling our children to develop confidence, communication skills and creativity through music, drama and performance! 
Music continues to play an important role throughout the school, providing children with opportunities to develop their listening, communication, social and emotional skills. Through practical music-making, instrumental exploration and composition, children of all abilities are able to access and enjoy meaningful musical experiences which support their wider development.
Our continued partnership with the Lancashire Music Hub has provided access to their Inclusive Library, allowing children to experience innovative music technology such as Soundbeam, Cosmo switches and Orba devices. This work has gained wider recognition, with Holly Grove's use of the Inclusive Library being showcased as part of an Arts Council England film celebrating inclusive music provision.
The Makaton Choir has continued to flourish this year, providing children with opportunities to perform both within school and in the wider community. A particular highlight was their visit to Dove Court Care Home, where they performed for residents, bringing joy and strengthening community links. The choir also played a leading role in our annual Music Sharing Event, hosted at Holly Grove. This year we welcomed other GLD schools from across Lancashire to perform alongside us, celebrating inclusive music-making and providing valuable opportunities for children to perform in front of a wider audience.
Our community partnerships continue to strengthen. Burnley Youth Theatre has worked alongside classes throughout the year, delivering engaging drama and performance sessions which have helped develop confidence, communication and self-expression. Little Voices has also continued to work closely with classes, providing intensive programmes over a full half term. Their specialist support has extended further this year through preparation for LAMDA examinations, with ten Holly Grove pupils working towards nationally recognised communication and performance qualifications. This represents a significant achievement and demonstrates the high aspirations we hold for our pupils.
We have also been excited to work with Tim Moss from Lancashire Rocks during the Summer Term. Tim has been working closely with Libby's Class, supporting pupils to develop their musical and performance skills through a series of engaging workshops. The project will culminate in a whole-school performance, providing pupils with a fantastic opportunity to showcase their talents, build confidence and experience the pride of performing in front of their peers.
In March 2026, we were delighted to welcome M&M Productions back to Holly Grove for an interactive performance of The Jungle Book. For many of our children, accessing a traditional theatre environment can be challenging, so bringing professional theatre into school allowed all pupils to experience live performance in a familiar and supportive setting. The production generated great excitement across school and provided valuable curriculum enrichment opportunities.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Performance opportunities have remained a key strength throughout the year. Our Lower School children delivered a highly successful Nativity production, showcasing their developing confidence and communication skills. We are also looking forward to our forthcoming Upper School production, which will provide another opportunity for children to perform and celebrate their achievements with families and the wider school community.
