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We have enjoyed another successful year in English at Holly Grove, with many opportunities for pupils to develop their communication, reading and literacy skills.
Reading remains at the heart of our curriculum, and pupils have continued to enjoy using our school library as part of our Reading for Pleasure initiative. Children have enthusiastically taken part in reading-aloud videos for our school Facebook page, helping to strengthen home-school links and support our involvement in the National Year of Reading. Families have also enjoyed sharing sensory stories during Stay and Play sessions.
World Book Day was a particular highlight. This year's theme, Pyjamas and Bedtime Stories, inspired a range of exciting activities, including a competition to create the best bedtime story-themed reading corner. All classes continue to benefit from the inviting reading spaces they created. Pupils also enjoyed new books for their classrooms, sensory storytelling sessions delivered by the public library, and a surprise visit from the Silent Night Hippo! The day ended with a fun celebration assembly, featuring quizzes, awards and dancing.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our partnership with the public library on campus continues to grow, with regular sensory storytelling sessions providing valuable opportunities to promote a love of books and reading.
Parental engagement has remained a priority this year. We have delivered Phonics and Reading workshops to support families at home and successfully launched our Parental Book Swap mornings, which have provided a welcoming opportunity for parents and carers to exchange both children's and adult books while enjoying refreshments and connecting with one another. Additionally, we have supported parents via our school’s Facebook page in accessing and navigating their children’s Bug Club accounts at home, including the new ‘Reading Corner’ resource which further promotes Reading for Pleasure.
Staff have continued to benefit from professional development in areas including Total Communication, Phonics, Reading and Writing. Targeted interventions such as Early Talk Boost, Attention Autism, Words First, Makaton and Phonics remain a strength of our provision. We are also pleased that three pupils are due to undertake the Phonics Screening Check in June 2026.
Finally, Holly Grove has continued to host the Special Schools' English Network each term, bringing together English Subject Leaders from local special schools to share best practice, collaborate and strengthen English provision across our settings. The network continues to grow and develop each year.
We are incredibly proud of our pupils' achievements and look forward to continuing to foster a love of reading, communication and literacy across the school.
 
