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We’ve had another fantastic year in Mathematics at Holly Grove! It has been brilliant to see children excel once again and to see our teachers teach Maths across the whole curriculum. As usual, the classroom based Maths lessons have been engaging, inclusive and highly effective, with a strong focus on hands-on, practical learning that allows pupils to develop a deep understanding of key concepts through the use of a wide range of concrete resources.
Building on last year, pupils across the school have continued to engage extremely well when exploring Mathematics within our Outdoor Learning Area, Forest School and wider playground spaces. Over the past 12 months, staff confidence has strengthened in making purposeful use of these environments, creating meaningful opportunities for pupils to apply their mathematical understanding in practical, real-life situations.
These experiences allow children to approach Maths in a more exploratory and motivating way, using natural materials to support and deepen their learning beyond the traditional classroom setting. The Forest School has been particularly valuable in offering immersive, hands-on opportunities, where pupils take an active role in tackling real-world challenges. This approach also promotes collaboration and discussion, further developing their reasoning skills and ability to communicate mathematical thinking.
The pupils have also loved experiencing Maths in our Immersive Room, where concepts are brought to life in a highly engaging and sensory way, enabling learners to explore mathematical ideas through interactive, visual experiences that further support understanding and enjoyment.
Upon delivering CPD to our teachers, the introduction of daily problem-solving skills, used flexibly as morning work or within Maths lessons, has supported pupils to work more independently, build confidence in their approach, develop cognitive flexibility and strengthen their ability to apply mathematical skills in real-world contexts.
We once again celebrated NSPCC Number day, this time with a focus on both number and ‘Playful Maths’. Both the staff and pupils came in to school wearing numbers on their clothes, before creating a giant human number line! The pupils were then invited to a Playful Maths Circuit, in which the children worked as a team to complete active sport-based challenges. Upon successfully completing a challenge, the pupils ‘unlocked’ a number that corresponded to a letter on their ‘code-breaker’ sheet. Once all numbers were collected the pupils had to work out the secret word!
[bookmark: _GoBack]Next year in Maths we will focus on further developing what high-quality provision looks like for our semi-formal learners, ensuring teaching is consistently personalised, practical and rooted in real-life contexts to support independence and functional skill development.
