St James’s Cof E
Primary School

Year 5 Curriculum Overview — Aulumn Term 2026

English

To beg’m, the children will learn explicir
grammar skills to supporr their wrihng as
Po,rt of their Eng[ish lessons. We will then
complele an author studg focusing on
books bH Katherine Rundell. We will use
her novel The Explorer as inspirahon for
a seHing descriphon and wrile a
biographical Piece about her life and

inspirahons.

In the second half of the Autumn rerm,
Hw children wi“ have H’»e oPPorrunirH ro
explore Lewis Carro“ wrihng, J:ocus'mg on

The IO[)[)GFWOCI(H
Wonder[and as H‘»e shmulus J_‘OI" Poetrﬂ

and Alice in
per pormances, and characrer creahon.

Spelling wiu be explicng laught once Per
wee|< (wiH‘» a spe“ing resr on a Fridag).

Maths

This Hear, we wi“ be using Whire Rose Mans resources ro engage H1e children in Hleir leo,rn'mg. During Hw morning maH‘»s

[esson we wiu be J:ocus'mg on Hw Hear 5 ob\jechves, however, we wiu o,lso begin each a J:ternoon wiH1 an addihonol |O-m’mure

session ro J:ocus on our ariH‘»mehc and ca[culahon skills. The units covered during Hus lerm are Place vo,lue, addihon and

subtrachon, muuiplicahon and division, frachons and negahve numbers.

The children wi“ receive weeHH homework focusing on learning H‘»eir Hmes lables. A[ongside H‘»is, children can access TT

Rocksrars ro supporr wiH1 rapid recall 0 f hmes tables. The children)s log on clero,i[s for TT Rockslars remain Hw same as in

Year 4 bur can be J:ound in Hmeir Planners.

Reading

In Year 5, children are encouraged bo cho,nge their home reader whenever H’LGH
are readH rather than on a sek daﬂ. Planners are checked bﬂ sro,ff on a Frldag.
Children are exPecled bo write ab least four independent comments per week
includlng the dale, book and pages read alongside a delailed comment. Ideas for
entries can be found inside the front cover of your child's Plo,nner. In addilion to
their home reader, children are encouraged bo read books borrowed from the

M)FOIFH o,nd l)OOI(S o,nd ITGXLS o,vo,ilo,ble ITO Hmem O,L home.

In our dailﬂ readlng sessions, we are J:ocusing on improvlng our vocabularﬂ,
alongside learning how Lo respond Lo a varlefﬂ o] f texks. The skll[s we are focuslng
on lnclude lnference, summo,rising, relrleval, secluencing, commenkahng and

considering o,unrs‘ cholces.

Relig ious Educalion

During the rirst hal ¢ berm, we will be
using the Worcester Syllabus o
explore the question Why is the
Torah so imporfant o Jewish
people”’

During the second halr of the term,
we will be considering the queshion
Was Jesus the Messiah?” as part of
our Understanding Chrishianily unit

on Incarnahon.




Hislorg

This term we will be leo,rn'mg all aboul the ancient
Greeks considering the ctueshon Whal is the legacg
of the ancient Greek civilisation? Inveshgahng the
cilﬂ stakes o f Athens and Sparla, children idenki 1Y
the similarilies and di fferences belween them. Using
differenl sources Of evidence, H‘leH learn aboul
democracH and compare this to the ways in which

oH’ner clvi[lsahons are governed.

Art and Design

This Lerm, we wi“ be inveshgahng sel J:-Porh*ails bH a range (o] f arhsts o,nd considering how Hw medio, and
colours H‘»eg choose to use can re J:lecl their character. The children will use Photographs of themselves as a

skarhng Point J:or developing Hmeir own uniolue sel f-Portro,ils in mixed medio,.

Phﬂsicol Educalion

PE. sessions for Year 5 wil be on Wednesdoy
(outdoor) and Thursday (indoor). Please ensure tha
children wear their correck PE. kit in school on these
doys and that hair is bied up. Children musk be able
fo remove their own earrings for PE. Please nofe
bhat children will need black pumps for indoor PE

o,nd Eralners J.‘OI" ouldoor PE

During the first halg term, we will be focusing on
sootball (outdoors) and gymnastics (indoors). These
will be rollowed by dance (indoors) and netball
(outdoors) in the second hal ferm.

Science

In Science we will begln bﬂ leaming aboul how humans
grow and cho,nge from birth Hmrough to old age. We will
also explore the li fe CHC[GS of Plants and animo,ls,

idenhﬂjing the similarities and differences belween them.

During the second hal f Lerm, we will be lnveshgahng forees,
lncluding 9ravi}3, frichon, air resisfance and waler

reslstance. Through a series o f exclhng experiments, we wi”

CXP[OFC I"LOW H’LCSG J’.‘OFCGS O;J'.‘J.‘GCIT Hw movement OJ’.‘ ObJCCITS.

Geographg
This term, the children will be learnlng all aboul the

imporlance of oceans. Theﬂ will recap their knowledge of
the waler CHC[G, explore how oceans regulale the Earth's
climale and }emperature and look at the impacl of human
behaviour on the Greal Barrier ree f We will also colleck

dala during a local fieldkrlp along the Stourbridge canal.
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French

In the flrsk hal fof the term the children
will be focusing on their abllilﬂ bo
describe. Theﬂ will learn how fo use the
correck article to 9o with nouns and make
adjecklves agree with the noun H’LCH
describe.

In Autumn 2, our French lessons conkinue
bo build on this knowledge as the children
will beg‘m uslng figuro,live language and

deve lOP senlence SLI"UCLUFG.




Compuhng

In compuhng during the firsl hal f Lerm, we will be developing our knowledge and underskanding of online
sa J:etﬂ bg asking the queshon What dangers are there online? A ﬁer considering the dangers that the
infernet can Present, we will be considering whal measures we can lake to Protect ourselves and |<eep
ourselves sa fe.

During the second ho,lj: term, we will be linking our compuhng with our science and using G program

co,”ed 'MO,FS ROVGF‘ ITO reo,cl binarH code and answer Hw J:O“OWing ClUGShOﬂI

010000l 010001 QNOINIO 00100000 OlI0I00I 0010000 OlIIOOIO ONCOIoI OlI00O0I OlI0CI00
00100000 01100010 OlloIo0! OlIoNIo ONoOOOI OIIoCIO OIHooI 00I00000 OHOOOI OllOIH
01100100 QNOOION OOIIIIIL. (Can I Read Binary Code?)

We wiu a[so be improving our communicahon and Presenlahon skills bg using Programs such as Microso f}

Word, Microsoﬁ Publisher and PowerPoinL

Music

To begin, music lessons will be based on the theme of
Ancient E%PL Children learn to idenhﬂj the Pikch and
thHmm of written notes and experimenl with notahng their
composihons, developing their understanding of sta ff
notalion.

We will then focus on the Blues, where children will learn
what a chord is and Plag the chord of C, Plag the 12-bar
blues correcHg and Plag the noles o f the blues scale in

Hw COFFGC[’ orcler.

Design Technologﬂ
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This term, we will focus on Food Technolo% and explore the
queshon ‘Can Hou ma|<e a recipe healHuer and more eHmica[? The

chilclren wiu be tasked wiH1 designing and mal(mg H‘»eir own unic[ue

Personol, Social, Health and Economic Educalion (including

Relolionships Educalion)

Bolognese sauce. 1o be success fUL the children will explore the Our first unik ‘Growlng up: How can I monage? is aimed ot helping the children to understand

\journeﬂ OJT beef P.om farm Lo J:or|<; analﬂse H’»e nuh‘ihonal contenk H’»e Phﬂsical and emohonal changes Hmat happen during Pubertg, including Hmeir impack on

o] f di f J:erenl sauces,; choose ingredients J:or a healHﬂer auernahve;

feel'mgs, behaviour and relahonships.

Prochse foocl Preparohon skills; create Hleir Product o,nd Hlen
design o,nd ma|<e Packaging ko Promole H‘»eir healHﬂer and more

eHwical resuu.

During the second hal fof the kerm, we will be focusing on 'Mg healH‘»g sel f: How can I suPPort
mH m'mcl and bodg as I grow?' In Hmis uniL Hw children wi“ learn how everﬂdag choices can
suPPorL Phﬂsica[ and emotional we“being bﬂ exploring nulrihon, phﬂsico,l achvitg and sel f-

reg ulahon.




