
What should I already know?  

  

Key Vocabulary  

• There are different types of houses in my local area. 

• A landmark is a place people visit. 

• The four countries of the United Kingdom are England, 

Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

• The capital city of England is London. 

• There are 4 seas around the UK. 
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• map - a picture of a place that is usually drawn from 

above 

• mapmaker - a person who creates or draws maps 

• compass - a tool used to find directions and help us 

navigate 

• direction - the way we travel or move, such as north, 

south, east or west 

• north, south, east and west (NSEW) - the four main 

points on a compass used for finding locations and giving 

directions 

• key - a guide on a map that explains what the symbols 

mean 

• symbol - a picture or simple drawing used on a map to 

represent a real place or feature 

• landmark - a noticeable place or feature that helps 

people recognise a location 

Knowledge  Skills  

• A map is a picture of a place usually drawn from above.  

• A map can help you find where you are and where you 

are going. 

• To navigate around a map, you use a compass. 

• A compass has 4 points. 

• Some maps have a key. 

• A key uses symbols (pictures) for places. 

• Ask simple geographical questions: Where is it? What's 

it like?  

• Use non-fiction books, stories, maps, pictures/photos 

and internet as sources of information.  

• Investigate our surroundings and make some 

observations about why things happen. 

• With support, draw a map of a real or imaginary place. 

(e.g. add detail to a sketch map from aerial photograph).  

• With support, follow a route on a map. 

• With support, use an infant atlas to locate places. 

• Follow directions (including NSEW). 

• Begin to understand the need for a key. 

 



What should I already know?  

  

Key Vocabulary  

• There are different types of houses in my local area. 

• A landmark is a place people visit. 

• A human landmark is made by people. 

• The four countries of the United Kingdom are England, 

Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

• A capital city is the place where the government makes 

important decisions. 

• The capital city of England is London. 

• There are 4 seas around the UK. 
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• map - a picture of a place that is usually drawn from above 

• mapmaker - a person who creates or draws maps 

• compass - a tool used to find directions and help us navigate 

• direction - the way we travel or move, such as north, south, 

east or west 

• north, south, east and west (NSEW) - the four main points on 

a compass used for finding locations and giving directions 

• key - a guide on a map that explains what the symbols mean 

• symbol - a picture or simple drawing used on a map to represent 

a real place or feature 

• landmark - a noticeable place or feature that helps people 

recognise a location 

• navigate – to find your way from one place to another using a 

map or compass. 

• route – the path taken from one place to another. 

• atlas – a book of maps. 

• aerial photograph – a photograph taken from above. 

Knowledge  Skills  

• A map is a picture of a place usually drawn from above.  

• A map can help you find where you are and where you are 

going. 

• To navigate around a map, you use a compass. 

• A compass has 4 points. 

• There are different types of maps. 

• Some maps have a key. 

• A key uses symbols (pictures) for places. 

• You can use photographs to recognise landmarks. 

• Ask simple geographical questions: Where is it? What's it like?  

• Use non-fiction books, stories, maps, pictures/photos and 

internet as sources of information.  

• Investigate our surroundings and make appropriate observations 

about why things happen. 

• Draw a map of a real or imaginary place. (e.g. add detail to a 

sketch map from aerial photograph).  

• Follow a route on a map.  

• Use an infant atlas to locate places.  

• Follow directions (including NSEW).  

• Begin to understand the need for a key. 

• Use class agreed symbols to make a simple key.  

• Begin to spatially match places (e.g. recognise UK on a small 

scale and larger scale map).  

• Look down on objects to make a plan view/map. 
 


