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Subject Definitions

KS1 definition:
Geography is learning about our world.
 
KS2 definition:
Geography is the study of places, their physical features and links between humans and their world. 









Long Term Plan
	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	N
	
	
	

	
	Continuous communication throughout the year—parents inform us of events such as weddings, christenings, birthdays.

	R
	Where do I live?
	What country do I live in?
	What is the weather like where I live and around the world?
	How do different countries compare to England?
	Where do different animals live?
	

	Year 1
	
	Where do I live? 
Nantwich fieldwork
	Location study: London
	Weather patterns
(planbee)
	Short recap unit
	Short recap unit

	Year 2
	Mapmakers
(planbee)
	
	Location study: Chester
	
	Let’s Go on Safari
Twinkl
	Seas and coasts
Planbee

	Year 3 
	Coasts
(planbee)
	UK capital cities and settlements
Planbee
	
	Our European Neighbours

Planbee
	Rainforests (planbee)
Location study: Rio de Janeiro
	Location study: Cairo

	Year 4
	Location study: Athens
	Countries of the world 
(Planbee)
	Location study: 
Chester

	Volcanoes 
(Planbee)
	Our local area- Chester
Focus: Map work
	Food miles (short unit based on DT)


	Year 5 
	
	Investigating Rivers
(planbee)
Location Study: Toronto
	
	Biomes and extreme earth 
(Planbee)
	
	South America
(Planbee)
Location Study: Porto Rico

	Year 6
	
	North America
(Planbee)
	
	Natural Resources
(Planbee)
	Mapping the world
(own unit)


Progression - skills
	
	Nursery (3/4 year olds)
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2

	Geographical enquiry and field work skills
	Birth to 5 Matters—Range 5
Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them 
Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life indoors and outdoor 
Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the place where they live or the natural world 
Talks about why things happen and how things work 
Shows care and concern for living things and the environment 
Begin to understand the effect their behaviour can have on the environment 
Birth to 5 Matters—Range 6
Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change in nature 
Knows about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things 
Talks about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another 
Makes observations of animals and plants and explains why some things occur, and talks about changes 
	Early Learning Goal—People, Culture and communities  
Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps;
Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class
Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps. 
Early Learning Goal: The World
Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants; -
Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; 
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 
 
	Teacher led enquiries, to ask and respond to simple closed questions. 
Use information books/pictures as sources of information. 
Investigate their surroundings and make observations about where things are 
 

	Ask simple geographical questions; Where is it? What's it like? 
Use NF books, stories, maps, pictures/photos and internet as sources of information. 
Investigate their surroundings  and make appropriate observations about why things happen. 
 


	Mapwork
	
	
	Draw picture maps of imaginary places and from stories. 
Use own symbols on imaginary map. 
Use a simple picture map to move around the school
Follow directions (Up, down, left/right, forwards/backwards) 
Use relative vocabulary (e.g. bigger/smaller, like/dislike) 
Draw around objects to make a plan 
 

	Draw a map of a real or imaginary place. (e.g. add detail to a sketch map from aerial photograph) 
Follow a route on a map 
Use an infant atlas to locate places 
Follow directions (inc’. NSEW) 
Begin to understand the need for a key. 
Use class agreed symbols to make a simple key 
Begin to spatially match places (e.g. recognise UK on a small scale and larger scale map) 
Look down on objects to make a plan view/map
 



	
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Geographical Enquiry
	Begin to ask/initiate geographic al questions. 
Use sources of information.
Investigate places and themes at more than one scale 
Begin to collect, record and analyse evidence and draw conclusions 
Make comparisons between two locations using photos/ pictures, temperatures in different locations. 
	Ask and respond to questions and offer their own ideas. 
Extend to satellite images, aerial photographs 
Begin to collect, record and analyse evidence and draw conclusions 
Make comparisons between two locations using photos/ pictures, temperatures in different locations. 
 
	Begin to suggest questions for investigating 
Begin to use primary and secondary sources of evidence in their investigations. 
Collect and record evidence unaided 
Analyse evidence and draw conclusions e.g. compare historical maps of varying scales e.g. temperature of various locations over time - influence on people/every day life 
	Suggest questions for investigating 
Use primary and secondary sources of evidence in their investigations. 
Collect and record evidence unaided 
Analyse evidence and draw conclusions e.g. from field work data on land use comparing land use/temperature, look at patterns and explain reasons behind it 
 


	Direction/
location
	Use 4 compass points to follow/give directions
Use letter/no. co -ordinates to locate features on a map 
 
	Use 4 compass points well
Begin to use 8 compass points
Use letter/no. co -ordinates to locate features on a map confidently 

	Use 8 compass points
Begin to use 4 figure co - ordinates to locate features on a map. 
 

	Use 8 compass points accurately;
Use 4 figure co -ordinates confidently to locate features on a map and begin to use 6 figure grid refs.
Identify the position and significance of latitude and longitude on atlas maps. 

	Map skills:
Drawing
Representing 
Using
 

	Try to make a map of a short route experienced, with features in correct order 
With support, locate places on larger scale maps e.g. map of UK. Follow a route on a map with some accuracy 
Know why a key is needed. 
Use some symbols on a map to represent different features 
	Make a map of a short route experienced, with features in correct order
Locate places on large scale maps
Follow a route on a large scale map 
Know why a key is needed. 
Begin to recognise symbols on an OS map 

	Begin to draw a variety of thematic maps based on their own data 
Compare maps with aerial photographs
Begin to use atlases to find out about other features of places. (e.g. find wettest part of the world) 
Draw a sketch map using symbols and a key. Recognise OS map symbols. 
Measure straight line distance on a plan
	Draw a variety of thematic maps based on their own data 
Follow a short route on an OS map, describing some features and symbols
Locate places on a world map. 
Use atlas symbols 
Use a scale to measure distances.
Draw/use maps and plans at a range of scales 

	Map knowledge
	
	Identify key points on a map of the UK and Europe
	Identify significant places and environments on maps
	Identify significant places and environments on maps



Foundation Stage Progression - knowledge
Nursery (Birth to 5: Understanding the World)

Au1: What do I do before bed? Who helps me to get ready for bed? Can I re-enact my bedtime routine? Who cares for me? Who looks after me?
Edit these from book picture document.
Continuous communication throughout the year—parents inform us of events such as holidays, visits and trips.  We encourage sharing on Tapestry and then adults will talk with the children about these events.  During the year, walks around the school building and grounds happen and children begin to use language linked to this.  Comic Relief – look at other countries.  Children look at logos from business in the local area.

Pre School (Birth to 5: Understanding the World)

Au1: Who am I?  What do I look like?  Where is important to me?  Who is important to me?  Who is in my family? 
[bookmark: _Hlk180150928]Autumn 2— What can I see?  Can I name some animals? What is a plant? Can I re-enact my experiences?
Sp1: Can I ask questions about what I see?  What is a forest, river etc? Where have I been? 
Sp2: What sort of foods do I enjoy? Is it the same as what my friend likes?  Do I help my family with anything at home?
Su1: Do I go to visit other people in my family?  Who do I like spending time with?  Where have I been and what did I see there?
Su2: How do I feel?  Does my friend/teacher feel the same?  Can I listen to my friends ideas?
Continuous communication throughout the year—parents inform us of events such as holidays, visits and trips.  We encourage sharing on Tapestry and then adults will talk with the children about these events.  During the year, walks around the school building and grounds happen and children begin to use language linked to this.


Caterpillars 
Continuous communication throughout the year—parents inform us of events such as weddings, christenings, birthdays. Children are encouraged to remember this and talk about it with adults as and when it is appropriate.  Focus on language around the past.






Foundation Stage Progression - knowledgeReception

[bookmark: _Hlk180150966]Au1:  Most houses have a number and a street name. I live in the town of Nantwich. I live with my family or carer. There are different types of houses. I live in a flat/bungalow/ detached/semi-detached/terraced house. There is a park, swimming, football club and a river in my house.  
Sp1: I live in the country of England. The capital city of England is London. London has many places to see such as Buckingham Palace, Big Ben and the London Eye. London is a city and is a lot bigger than Nantwich. London is a lot busier than Nantwich. London has a train that goes underground (Underground). Both London and Nantwich have a river that runs through it. 
Sp1: There are different types of weather. The weather in Nantwich changes on its season. In winter, it is cold and rainy. It can be icy and snow in Winter. In Spring, it starts to get warmer and drier. The flowers start to grow in Spring. In Summer it is the hot and very dry. In Autumn it gets colder and the leaves change colour. Nantwich’s weather is different to other weather around the world. 
Sp2: Based on the book Hattie Peck. Hattie Peck travelled to New York. Hattie could have flown or gone on a boat. New York is very different to Nantwich. It is busier, lots more people live there, and the buildings are taller and closer together. New York can be very cold or very warm. If Hattie travelled to New York in winter, she would pack different things to summer. Hattie could travel to many hot countries such as Spain. 
Su1:  There are many different animals in our world and they live in different places.  Some animals live on land and some in water. Some can live in both. Animals such as whales, fish and jellyfish live in the sea. Animals such as polar bears, penguins live in cold and icy places. Jaguars and sloths live in places that are very warm and wet. Lions and elephants live in hot, warm and dry places. 
 


Key Stage One Progression - knowledgeYear 1

[bookmark: _Hlk180150991]Aut 2:  I live in a flat/bungalow/ detached/semi-detached/terraced house. There are different types of houses in my local area. A landmark is a place people visit. A human landmark is made by people. Nantwich’s human landmarks are St Mary’s Church, Outdoor Swimming Pool, The Crown Hotel, and Nantwich Museum. Each season the weather changes in Nantwich. The four countries of the United Kingdom are England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
Local fieldwork study: Nantwich (intro Chester) 
Sp2: The 4 seasons are Autumn, Winter, Spring and Summer. The UK weather changes each season. In Autumn the weather starts to get colder and the leaves on the trees turn colour. In Winter, it is cold and wet. In Spring, flowers start to grow and the weather starts to get warmer. Summer is the warmest season and the weather is mostly sunny. A weather forecast is a good guess what the weather I going to be like. Some countries have the similar weather to the UK. The equator is an imaginary line around the middle of the earth.
Sum 2: Let’s explore London: The four countries of the United Kingdom are England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. A capital city is the place where the government makes important decisions. The capital city of England is London. Some landmarks you would see in London is the London Eye, Big Ben, the River Thames and Buckingham Palace (human and physical but don’t use these terms). The king lives at Buckingham Palace. Nantwich and London are the same by the river, clock and train station. There are 4 seas around the UK. 
Summer: Recap: Specifically the 4 countries.  Remind about London being capital city of England but then introduce the names of the other 3 UK countries.  Introduce and name seas around the UK.
 
 
 

Year 2

Au1: A map is a picture of a place usually drawn from above.  A map can help you find where you are and where you are going. To navigate around a map, you use a compass. A compass has 4 points. There are different types of maps. Some maps have a key. A key uses symbols (pictures) for places. You can use photographs to recognise landmarks. 

Sp 1 Chester is in the north of England. Chester is one of the closest cities to Nantwich. Chester is linked to other places in England due to its name. The name Chester is linked to the Romans e.g. Manchester. Human features in Chester are Chester Cathedral, the city walls and the Amphitheatre. Physical feature: The River Dee. The 4 countries of the United Kingdom are England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. Their capital cities are London, Cardiff, Edinburgh and Belfast. 

Su1: The 7 continents of the world are Asia, Africa, North America, South America, Antarctica, Europe and Oceania. The 5 oceans are Arctic Ocean, Southern Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean and the Indian Ocean. Kenya is located in Africa. The equator runs through Kenya. Kenya has Savannahs and Valleys. Both England and Kenya has mountains and beaches. A tribe is a group of people who live and work together in the same area. They have the same beliefs and language. 

Su2: The United Kingdom has coasts and beaches around it.  Thurstaston is a beach near is the nearest beach to Nantwich. Thurstaston Beach is the close to Chester.  Thurstaston has some physical features like cliffs, beach, grass and the sea.  Thurstaston has some human features like houses, boats, factories and steps.  Llandudno is a seaside town that has shops, a pier, a beach, cliffs and a train that goes up the cliff.  Beaches in the UK and Kenya have some things the same and some things that are different.


 
 


Lower Key Stage Two Progression - knowledgeYear 4
Au1: Location Study: Athens
Au2: There are 7 continents of the world. The 7 continents are Asia, Africa, North America, South America, Antarctica, Europe and Oceania. Within a continent there are many countries. Continents vary in size, temperature and weather. South America and Europe has varied geographical landscapes. The major capital cities in South America are Brasilia, Buenos Aires and Lima. The major capital cities in Europe are London, Paris and Berlin. Some human features of South America are Christ the Redeemer, Lake Titicaca’s floating islands and many ports throughout the continent. Some physical features of South America are the Amazon Rainforest, Amazon River and the Andes mountains.  Introduce biomes (see year 5—completed through Science Autumn 1)
Sp2: Volcanoes: A volcano is a mountain or a hill that has a vent through which lava, rocks and gas erupts. Some famous volcanoes are Mount Vesuvius, Krakatoa and Mount Etna. There are 3 types of volcanoes: dome, composite and shield volcanoes. Each type of volcano is formed in a different way. Some tectonic plates are the African plate, Eurasian plate and the Indo-Australian plate. People live near volcanoes as the soil is rich and fertile which makes it a good place to farm. 
Sp1 and sum 1: Our local area Main focus in spring 2 on Chester and mapwork rather than describing the city. Su1: Can I describe physical and human features of Chester? Can I identify different types of service to Chester? Can I evaluate what Chester is like according to residents?
Su1: Food Miles the distance food has travelled to get to your plate. Food must travel from the farm it is grown on or the factory it is made in to a supermarket or shop to be sold. Imports are bringing goods from another country to your country (the UK). Exports is making things in one country and sending them to another country.  We get oranges and bananas imported to the UK. Chocolate and cheese are exported from the UK.
Location Study: Chile
 
 
 

Year 3

[bookmark: _Hlk180155202]Au1: Visit to Llandudno: A coast is a strip of land that meets the sea or the ocean. An ocean is a large area of salt water between continents. A sea is an area of salt water smaller than an ocean. Coasts are formed by areas worn away by waves and weather conditions or some areas are built up by materials brought in from the sea.  Erosion is when land is worn away by waves and the rock is weakened. The coasts near Nantwich are Llandudno and Thurstaston beach.   The seas around Britain are the North Sea and the Irish Sea. There are many beaches on the UK coastline. 
Au2: The capital cities of the UK are London, Cardiff, Edinburgh, and Belfast. Place names link to why people settled there. Romans and Vikings were early settlers. The Romans settled in Chester due to river links.
Sp2: Europe is above the equator. It is the second smallest continent. Europe has cold winters and warm summers. The 7 continents of the world are Asia, Africa, North America, South America, Antarctica, Europe and Oceania. Paris, Rome and Berlin are popular capital cities to visit in Europe. Each European country has its own human features European countries have many similarities but also differences including currency, traditions and landscapes. 
Su1: Rainforests are dense (thick) hot forests. They are called rainforests because of the high amount of rainfall. The fours layers are called The Forest Floor, The Under Storey, The Canopy and The Emergent Layer. The climate is hot and humid with lots of rain. Tribal people there and live very different lives to us.  Some conservations efforts for rainforests are planting new trees, national parks and gathering crops naturally.   Location study: Rio de Janeiro
Su2: Location study: Cairo
 

 
 


Upper Key Stage Two Progression - knowledgeYear 6

Au2: Some of the countries in North America are USA, Canada, Jamaica and Barbados. Their capital cities are Washington D.C, Ottawa, Kingston and Bridgetown. North America has lots of different climate zones because the continent is so large. Countries with the tropical climates are usually the hottest whilst countries with ice cap or tundra climate are the coldest. The Panama Canal allows cargo ships to ‘cut through’ Panama. The Grand Canyon has been carved out by the rock of the Colorado River. Niagara Falls is the largest waterfall in North America. The Hoover Dam was built to control flooding, to provide irrigation to dry land and create hydroelectric power. All countries in North America have time zones which are behind the UK. Location study: New York
Sp2:  Natural resources are materials produced by the environment that humans make use on. Some of Britain’s natural resources are coal, iron, sand and wood. The sun, directly or indirectly, is the source of all energy on Earth. Non-renewable energy sources are fossil fuels: coal, oil and natural gas. Renewable energy sources include solar power, wind, wave and tidal energy and hydro-electric. Non-renewable sources are unsustainable, polluting and a cause of rapid climate change. Can I describe where and how natural resources are produced around the world (wood, steel, glass and concrete)?
Su1 and 2: Children learn the location of major cities of the UK, beyond the capitals, comparing human and physical characteristics.  
Ordnance Survey (OS) maps help people plan and find routes around Great Britain.  Different places in the world have different times.  The world is split into time zones using imaginary lines called meridians.  The Prime Meridian splits the world into eastern and western hemispheres.  Topography describes the physical features of an area of land. These features typically include natural formations such as mountains, rivers, lakes, and valleys.  Climate and topography maps are used to check the world and predict future events/climates.



 
 
 
 

Year 5

Au2: Rivers are part of the water cycle. Rivers form in a high up area. When it rains, some water soaks into the ground and some of it collects, forming streams and rivers that eventually flow into the sea. Erosion is the process in which natural materials are worn away and transported by environmental features such as wind or water. Niagara Falls creates energy by Hydropower. River pollution is a type of water pollution where the water within the river is contaminated. River study lesson on Mississippi River and then separately, Niagara Falls. Do river enquiry- River Weaver.
Location study: Toronto, Canada 
Sp 2: Extreme Earth lesson 1 and 3: 
Extreme weather is when a weather event is significantly different from the average or usual weather pattern. Biomes—look at ks2 atlases: Can I identify the position and significance of the Equator? Can I describe different climate zones (see vocabulary)? Can I describe different biomes and vegetation belts (what definitions do you want them to have)?
Su2: South America (lessons 1—6): There are 12 countries that make up South America. These are Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Columbia, Ecuador, Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay, Venezuela. The capital city of Brazil is Brasilia, Argentina- Buenos Aires and Peru-Lima.   Can I investigate and compare climates? Can I explain key facts about the Andes? Can I explain population distribution in South America? Can I describe some trade routes between South America and the UK?  
Location study: Puerto Rico  (link to WCR and English text)
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